FRIENDS OF THAILAND
PCV Small Project Assistance Funding
REPORT FORM

We ask that you send an electronic copy of your project report to Friends of
Thailand within ninety (90) days of your Close of Service date to:
carolynnickels@earthlink.net

You may also send photos you take during the implementation of your project
as attachment(s) to the email address above.

PREPARE YOUR REPORT TO INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING
INFORMATION.

Date of Report: March 6, 2017

Total Funds Received: 22,300 baht

Type of Report (check one): { Final ___ Ongoing

Title of Project: Thai Youth Theater

Dates of Project: June 2016-March 2017

Name, Group Number and Address of PCV: Carissa Chantiles, group 127. SAO
MaeSoon, 400 Moo 1 T. MaeSoon A. Fang Chiang Mai 50110

E-Mail Address of PCV: cachantiles@vwc.edu

Location of Project: SanPaDang School, Moo 4, T. MaeSoon A. Fang Chiang Mai
50110

Individuals/Groups Responsible: PCV Carissa Chantiles, Kru Rungnapa “Puy”
Kanthasorn

PLEASE PROVIDE INFORMATION ON THE FOLLOWING.

Background Information of the Program/Project:

In 2014, Rungnapa “Puy” Kanthasorn, the English Teacher at SanPaDang
School, and PCV Ginny Stevens, of group 124, took a group of students to their
tirst Thai Youth Theater Festival; eight girls and two boys. The activity was
wildly popular among students and Rungnapa knew she wanted to take her
students back. Two years later, she negotiated with her school to fully finance the
activity. Completely independently, SanPaDang School paid for all of the
supplies and financial expenditures of sending nine female students to Phatum
Thani for the 2016 Thai Youth Theater Festival, giving students a chance to see a
different part of their country and the ability to use English in a practical sense
while further developing their life skills, such as leadership, critical thinking,
planning, creativity, and public speaking. The funding of this grant enabled the
English Club to continue its participation in the Thai Youth Theater Festival,
inspired students to continue learning English, and gave students an opportunity



to see another part of their own country, which most of them are normally
excluded from seeing due to their immigration status.

Describe how the Program/Project’s Objectives and Benefits were met:

As the play was performed in English, students were required to
memorize their lines in English, practice their pronunciation, and refine their
listening skills. At the Thai Youth Theater Festival, many activities were
conducted in English which facilitated the augmentation of English skills such as
acquiring new vocabulary, practicing listening, and interacting with a variety of
native English speakers.

Throughout the preparation period, students were implicitly refining life
skills. Some of these include: leadership, as students were encouraged to voice
their opinions and fill in necessary roles; confidence, as students built up skills
which increased their confidence levels; creativity, as students were tasked with
designing their own costumes and props; and public speaking, as students
worked hard on projecting their voices and gaining the confidence to speak to a
large crowd. Additionally, during the TYT Festival, the skills sessions explicitly
included lessons on self-confidence through expression, understanding
emotions, and responding to violence.

Describe how the Program/Project Schedule and Initiatives were
implemented:
June 2016
- Students selected the Thai fairy tale Honwichai and Kawee as the play
they wished to perform
- The script was translated into English in a collaboration between
Rungnapa and PCV Carissa
July 2016 -September 2016
- Practices were held every day after school. The students began with
script reading and progressed slowly towards acting on a practice
stage without scripts present
October 2016-January 2017
- Students decreased practices to weekly rehearsals
January 2017-February 2017
- Students designed their costumes, props, and sets.
March 2017
- Students traveled to Pathum Thani for the 2017 Thai Youth Theater
Festival
- Students visited temples, museums, and markets in Ayutthaya to gain
a greater exposure to their own country
- Students participated in the skills workshops throughout the Festival



- Students performed Honwichai and Kawee in English in front of a

Thai and American audience during the 2017 Thai Youth Theater

Festival

- Students spent the day at the beach in Chonburi at the beach; which

many of them had never seen before

The Thai Youth Theater Festival began on the evening of Friday, March 34 an
ended in the late morning on Sunday, March 5. Friday night consisted of
introductory games and activities. Saturday began with skills sessions (dancing
and clowning) in the morning, followed by play performances in the afternoon.
The second of skills sessions (stage fighting and improvisation) were held in the
evening, and a fashion show/dance party was held at night. Sunday brought a
short session on music, a discussion on club sustainability, and closing

ceremonies.

Detail the Program/Project Budget as implemented:

Community
. Unit . Total Grant amount Grant amount contribution
Item description Quantity .
cost cost (allocated) (implemented) % of
currency
total
Van rental 1,800 6 10,800 10,800 10,800 0 0%
Gasoline 7,160 1 7,160 7,000 7,160 0 0%
Tolls 370 1 370 0 370 0 0%
Beds during o
travel (2 nights) 3,070 1 3,070 0 3,070 0 0%
Food during 3,221 1 3,221 0 158 3063 95%
travel (7 meals)
Paper 100 1 100 0 0 100 100%
Copies 50 1 50 0 0 50 100%
Futureboard 1,500 1 1,500 0 0 1,500 100%
Vinyl 350 2 700 0 0 700 100%
Costumes 1,500 1 1,500 0 0 1,500 100%
Makeup 1,000 1 1,000 1,500 0 1000 100%
Props 742 1 742 3,000 742 0 0%
Totals 30,213 22,300 22,300 7,913 26.19%

Detail any Community Involvement (if applicable):
Rungnapa Kanthasorn, the English Club teacher, has long shown a
profound determination to assist her students by whatever means she can.
Noting the lack of opportunities for her students to pursue their interests, she has
worked tirelessly to convince her principal and fellow teachers to support her




projects. The Thai Youth Theater project, in particular, is her pet project. This
year’s participation was entirely motivated by Rungnapa’s personal initiative
and the enthusiasm of her students. She approached me about helping her
students participate in the festival this year and has been the driving force
behind the project’s success.

Three examples of her dedication to this project:

1. Although we had originally planned to have the students practice
once a week, Rungnapa actually held practices every day after
school, often driving her students back home herself.

2. The vast majority of community contribution funds came directly
from Rungnapa’s own pocket, including items for costumes and
props, food for the students throughout the trip, and tickets for
students to visit museums in central Thailand.

3. In order to increase the school’s support of participation in TYT,
Rungnapa recruited the new music teacher, Keng, at SanPaDang
School to help prepare for and to attend the TYT festival this year.
His participation in the project has encouraged more boys to be
interested in learning English and creates a partnership of
performing arts at the school.

Describe the Program/Project Sustainability (if applicable):

It is Rungnapa’s goal to keep the Thai Youth Theater project central to her
English Club activities. She does not expect SanPaDang School to finance this
activity regularly however, so she is continuing to look for alternative funding
sources.

Additional Description:
Ten students were able to participate SanPaDang’s TYT club this year. Of
these ten participants:
* Seven had never participated in TYT before; two had done it twice before,
and one had done it three times before.
* Seven were girls and three were boys.
* Six identified English as their favorite subject.
* Eight identified increasing their exposure to English as a primary reason
for their participation.
* Six acknowledged a desire to pursue careers requiring a high degree of
English education, including English teaching and tourism.
* Nine identified an increase in exposure to new ideas and new people as a
primary reason for their participation.

Some background information on three students who benefitted from
SanPaDang’s TYT Club is detailed below.



1. Jais an exemplary student. Not only do her smarts add to the intellectual
dimensions of her class, her hard work outside of class, her charismatic
leadership style, her quick wit, and her beaming smile shape the attitude
of her classmates and have made her an indispensable member of this
year’s TYT team. These personality traits carry over into an array of
activities in which Ja participates, such as SanPaDang’s girls soccer team,
which consistently makes it to the Amphur championship. But Ja stands
apart in other ways too. Ja is a 3t gender individual in Thailand, and
identifies as a “tom.”Ja’s gender identity has been reaffirmed though the
TYT club as she was permitted to play a male’s role during the play (the
King,) despite three other boys being a part of the club. For those familiar
with the Thai context, it is not too common for people whose gender
identity differs from the norm, to be permitted such levels of gendered
expression. In fact, Ja’s own family is not particularly supportive. This has
caused some rifts in the family, which Ja is using as inspiration to one day
become an English teacher, instead of staying to work on her family’s
dairy farm. Ja said that there are many benefits to participating in Thai
Youth Theater, but the two biggest are English education and making
friends with people from other schools (note that TYT tends to attract
many 34 gender individuals and thus provides informal encouragement
for their inclusion.)

2. Keng is another stand out student. In her classes, she is the mostly likely
to reflect on questions and answer them thoughtfully. This perhaps is due
to her outsider status in Thailand, as she is Thai Yai (Shan) and thus
speaks a different language, has a different culture, and faces restrictions
on movement and opportunity here in Thailand; or perhaps it is due to
her age, as, at 16, she is the oldest member of the TYT team despite only
being in 8th grade due to her immigration status; or it is perhaps due to
her personality which clearly thrives on self-expression and theatrics.
Keng’s dream is to become a tour guide in Thailand, which suits her
extroverted and fun-loving nature quite well, but which also requires a
high degree of English proficiency. But because of her status as an
outsider, Keng does not have the same opportunities as some of her peers.
So for her, Thai Youth Theater is a special opportunity, to be herself and to
pursue her goals. This year was Keng's third time participating in TYT
and she is clearly good at it. Her extra little touches in the play really
breathed life into the play, whether it was her eye contact with the
audience, her licking her lips when she was the hungry tiger, or the way
she moved around on stage.

3. Chan is one of the more popular boys at school, ensured by his charming
smile and soccer skills. But Chan is naturally talented at many things.
Although he is a star athlete at SanPaDang School, he is also a talented
photographer and hopes to pursue art in the future. Because he has a
range of skill sets, Chan isn’t yet sure what he wants his future to look



like. He chose to participate in TYT this year because he wanted an
opportunity to explore new fields of interest and to work on his
performance skills. Last year’s TYT team had no male participants, but
after Chan decided to join the TYT team for the first time this year, two
other boys followed, showcasing the influence Chan has to encourage
other boys to feel comfortable pursuing something not always perceived
as “masculine.”



