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T; my dec:;, gear' IM’_CV friends~

LI i o N

YO, yo, yo, what's up to all the L[i‘rﬁes in the hou-se!
Hope everyone's hanging tough out at éﬁ'e. Great to see many
of you for the 4™. Holidays are a ripejopportunity for give'n
out and soaking in some quality peer support. With candle
festival, the new North vs. Essan soccer league, and Sticky
Rice upping to kick out an issue every fwo months, efforts to
take care of the volunteer psyche are in full swing.

Regarding Sticky Rice meetings, submissions, printing,
etfc, the super news is that almost everything this issue was
submitted via email. Easing into the High-tech era has proved
for a few growing pains- namely a vanishing email, which
outlined meeting times. I apologize for any confusion-
apparently the force was not with me‘ Better luck next time
and to ensure it, I'm going to go aheaé and give you the low
down right here and now regarding the next issues details.

The deadline for individual submissions for the next

Sticky Rice is September 17 - send submissions fo

sticky_rice@email.com. On September 7™ there will be a

_writer's workshop, open for anyone to join, between 9:00 -

12:00. This is an opportunity for som% of you to crank out
some joint pieces, get feedback on your own work (we can
accept revisions late, but we need dr'J fts early), whatever - it's
what you make of it. Final submissior"ls should be typed and in
by 1:00. From 1:00-5:00 people who can assist with computer
layout will meet to work their magic and create a hard copy of
all submissions. Sunday, September gth 10:00- 1:00 is when
Sticky will get all pretty and made up. Anyone is welcome to
come on down to PC and doodle, pick up a pen, clip art,
cartoons, scissors, jazz it up just ‘rh}e way you like-it!

Speaking of deadlines on September 1% - Sticky Rice
will be doing a calendar again this year, and that's the deadline
‘to submit photos to the new calenda. So, all of you with
photos you'd like to see in print, send them our way. The
calendars will again be used to fund 1% and GAD, but this year
we will keep a bit for Sticky Rice of#ice supplies too, to keep
these beautiful pages coming your way.

Check out our new PVC profilg, and our push to start a
book review section. If you've been|reading anything you think
is worth a write up, please send it our way. Also, Sue gave us
the frame of the "Thailife Zone" - please share your doodled
perceptions of Thailife for future iﬁsues. Any comments
regarding new and old sections our always welcome. Please
send to sticky_rice@email.com. If you wish to see something
changed, please send a note to the editor - you may even get a
response! And, on the subject of change - we were happy to
see lots of submissions for “Readers Write.” Thank you all.
Next issue's topic is “volunteer.” Vja look forward to your
interpretations.

Thank you to all who made ﬂJis issue of Sticky Rice
possible: Denny, Mandy, Sue, J Or‘dall|, Lara, Kelly L, Sara's J
and W, Sarah P, Nathan, Mitch, Rachael, Lori K, Scott S, Lisa
W, Barb, Roger, Cherry, Elizabeth, Devin, John &, Karen, Chris
W, Shellie, Carolyn, Mary, Randle, Lpri M, Heather T.

Until we meet again my fearless friends,
@ 6Gillian




"You must be the change you wish to see in this world. YR K Gandbi

Dear Friends,

Thank you to you fine folks at Sticky Rice for choosing the topic of change. We are eagerly

_ awaiting this issue. Nancy and I have selected some of our favorites on this topic. Please use as many

of them as fits. ) '
As we look though these poems and quotations, we see they are about being who one is, of |

change coming through small steps or tweaking what exists, of having the courage to face fear, of

taking risks. Big little things.

Peaceful change and love,
Roger and Nancy

P.S. Ipromise a neWsy letter with the next Newsweek about changes and contjnuities in Peace Corps
Thailand. R. .

but these greasy geniuses have to conjure
miracles day after day just to keep going.

de oDwn

To laugh is to risk appearing the fool,

To weep is to risk appearing sentimental.
To reach for another is to risk involvement.
To expose your ideas, your dreams,

Before a crowd is to risk their loss.

To love is to risk not being loved in return,
To five is to risk dying.

But risks must be faken, because the greatest
hazard in life is to risk nothing. )
The people who risk nothing, do nothing, have

nothing, are nothing.
They must avoid suffering and sorrow,
but they cannot learh, feel, change,
grow, love, live.
Chained by their attitudes,
they are slaves;.
They have forfeited their freedom.
Only a person who risks is free.

--Author unknown

Often their audience is|a customer eager to

get started again, or maybe their little daughter .
watching how Daddy fixes things. And sometimes only
an old dog - wise in when to jump aside - studies
mechanics and barks when The Master says,

“Therel" )
-'William Stafford

We cannot escape fear. Welean nn[y transform it ints a con:;fmnian
that accompunies us on all of bur exciting adventures Take o riska

/@ - one small or bold stroke fﬁqf will make Yot fee(greaf‘ance /0l
bave dove it. Susan Jeffers

Shoot for the moon. |€ven if gou miss it gou will
land among the stars. lsgs Brown

You Reacing s e Rl

Starting here, what do|you want to remember?
True fife is fved when tny chonges occur. Leo Tolst How sunlight creeps along a shining floor?

Y g ' Y What scent of old wooéi hovers, what softened
sound from outside filIL the air?

In the middle of difficulty ligs opportunity.
Hlbert €instein ‘

Isife shrinks or gxpands in proportion to
ong’s courageg. Tinais Nin

Jfixies

On back roads you can find people

who keep machinery alive. With a file,

A wrench, a hammer they scrape, twist
And pound until the old tractor wakes up
Or the plough bites again into the ground.

T've bullied rusty iron and made it
remember what o do, and once on a back road
T put out a fire under the hood of a car;

Wili you ever bring a b;ﬁer‘ gift for the world

than the breathing res

wherever you go right
for time to show you s

ect that you carry
now? Are you waiting
ome befter thoughts?

When you turn around,| starting here, lift this

new glimpse that you f
all that you want from

pund; carry info evening .

reading or hearing this, keep it for lifel

What can anyone give
starting here, right in
around?

ou greater than now,
this room, when you turn

- William Stafford

this day. This interval you spent
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TO P.C. & STICKY RICE: .
Hello from Ubon. Hope you're well.
Speaking of CHANGE - I no longer live in Khuaengnai havingmoved to Amphur
Muang Ubon last week. I'm going to miss that cow "mooing" in my front lawn! My 2 cats, Cali
& Yeni moved to Sangtho school & village (they are learning Thai) where they'll be well cared
for. Seems that the Friskies dry cat food is popular with the rest of the village cats- Mai-Pen-
Rai! :
Anyway, my new address is: -
¢/ o Ramkomut
140 Jangsanit Road
Amphur Muang Ubon
Ubon Ratchathani 34000
Phone: (045) 244-280

NOTE: I'm keeping my P.O. Box #16 in Khuaengnai since I go there once a week to work with
the English Teachers Club of Khuanegnai (ETC.K) so both addresses arg valid. I should be
getting a cell phone but in the mean time you can reach me at the above phone #.

DiRECTIONS: The house is near the Rajibhat Institute, by the Clocktower, around the corner
(to the left) from Fernhut.

Peace, Love & Light, Lori-Ari-Akos, Cali & Yeni (meow)

P.S." Happy & Safe 4th of July!"

To ¢urrent PCV’s:

Hi. I'm an RPCV (group 109) and I'm coming back to Thailand to do more work this summer. ..
And I’'m wondering if any of you have connections that might be useful?

I am currently in medical schoo!l studying naturopathic medicine at Bastyr University on Seattle.
This summer I plan to take a Thai massage course (prokably in Chieng Mai) and try to work with
some Thai herbalists. I have seme connections from friends that I still have there but am looking
for some more. Iam-trying to get a better understanding for some commonly medicinally used
Thai herbs, dosages, history, etc... Hopefully in the future students can stay with a Thai family
and retrace my footsteps.

I am also planning on doing a fast at a place in southern Thailand and maybe working there a bit.

So if any of you have learned some interesting aspects of Thai herbalism, live next to a well
know herbalist, or have had an interaction with a doctor that uses a lot of herbs please let me
know.

My email is bridghid@excite.com

I will be in Tland all of July and maybe all of August.

Thanks for your help!

Bridghid McMonagle -

Please print my new mailing address in the next Sticky Rice. Thanks.

Cherry Hitt

102/3 Wankang Road
Mooban Petnakon
Soi 6

' A. Muang
Kamphaeng Phet 3
' 62000 .




PCVs' homie/mobile phone numbers

: ~ Home phone # Mobile phone #
Amanda Hammond o ——— 09-986-4206
Barbara Gosh 054-344-199/344-226  ---- _
Cherry Hitt —— 01-707-5253
Colin Hanson 042-541-565 01-369-4048
* Denny Wells e ‘ 09-004-5941
Devin Polster " 055-761-079 ——— T v
Elizabeth Vickerman e ' 09-710-3755 <
Gillian Riley . ———— 09-716-2664 _g .
Heather Trubee 042-899-346 - . g 3%)
Ida Patella 054-630-794 e
Jean Spencer ) 01-053-0075 ? g -
John & Heather Gieschen 054-521-424 ®* o5
Jonathan Morris e 01-951-2703 L £
Joy Jones 01-020-2563 $ €&
Karen Downey 045-787-191 ~ 09-630-0987 = £ &
Kelly Lamoreaux 053-557-204 R K
Lani Eckart 042-499-282 2L w
Lara Kelly 06-179-7107 I
Lisa Wells 044-571-480 09-829-6301 4 g 2 ‘-g
~ "Lori Kintz 045-203-096 . ag -
Mary Brown - T e 01-040-8528 g T 2
Matt Allen 044-596-236 09-582-9032 = 0 B
Mitch Tappen (co-worker) , 01-391-3740 x %
Rachael Skolnik 042-871-095 01-546-4795 s
Ryan Jordan . 044-606-102 -2
Sara Peoples . 01-878-7550
Sarah & Thomas Murphy 054-750-368 - '
Sarah Jones 044-646-027 ———
Scott Scherquist ™ 01-073-3947
Shawn Green 042-483-113 ——--
- Shellie Norris ‘ e 01-053-0362
Susan Green 044-459-173 - e
Suzanne Macdonald . 053-561-110 . .
 Todd Cikraji —oan 01-021-1973

Revised 7/3/2002

Email address updates:
$teve Blynn — hochiblinn@hotmail.com
Lara Kelly ~ lalaland_k@yahoo.com
Jean $pencer ~ pcvgrandma-jean@yahoo.co.uk

Hey--my suggestion for Sticky Rice--a list of websites we might be able to use--my librarian aunt sent |
i me the following list, I'd love to hear if others have good lists of EFL/ESL websites. -
cheers--Randall

1 Meanwhile, here are some websites that have basic information:

bttp://gpn.unl.edi/rainbow is the site for the Reading Rainbow series. It bas activity guides in Adobe format
{ with detailed suggestions. ’
| www.alastore.ala.org is the American Library Association's mega site that sells posters, bookmarks, books,
I etc. You can get illustrations but they don't give anything away for free.

www.highsmith.com is a library supply company. Go to "upstart” from. their homepage to see their posters,
etc. for themes that librarjes use. No freebies.

www.wrorls.org/sur/index.btol is our westexn Mass. regional library system's site that describes the various
Mass. reading incentives this year. Win free Red Sox tickets or free movie passes by reading|books.

i www.joneslibrary.org You can't miss the Summer Reading Club info. Click on "/Kids" for more on various
1 summer kids activities.
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. reimburse you for the weekend. If you have any questions please feel

Football (Soccer) League

““Who rocks more the North or Essan?” We all know the answer to this question however we

will be provided an opportunity to prove it this year through a soccer conlppetition at AVC.

* AVC dates have not yet been chosen however this conference usually takes place in

November. All volunteers are invited to participate in the soccer leaguejn any capacity they

feel comfortable. You are welcome as a player, cheerleader, towel pers n, water person,

* coach, official or any other way you feel like participating. However, in order to have a great

team you need to practice. You all know that practice makes perfect anél although we all

have our opinion about which side is already perfect, we could all use th%: practice or at least
the chance to get together and tell the latest émbarrassing story. AVC is approaching quickly
and there is only time for two practices. So here is the lowdown...Essan|PCV’s will be
attending practicein Essan, on the same weekend that Northern PCV’s \mill be attending
practice in the North. Listed is a Jangwat, date, and a place to meet (G Iest house or PCV's
house). Once all the PCV’s have arrived; it will be up to the PCV's to arrange practices and
other activities to do over the weekend. These practices will not be mandatory. If you want
to attend and have time to attend please feel free to go, however if yourIneed to be at site
please use your best judgment to be where you need to be. PCV’s will be responsible to pay
for their part of the weekend (bus ticket, food, and accommodations). ﬁeace Corps will not

ree to call or write

me an e-mail.

mandalynnhammond@yahoo.com  (09)986-4206 Peace — Mandy ®

Schedule:

North C ' Essan

August 31, 2002 ) August 31,2002

Lampang o Buriram

Riverside Guest house Scott’s House

(054) 227-005 Please e-mail him if you are
‘ planning on attending.

October 26 QOctober 26

Nan Korat

Amazing Guest house ‘ Pho Thong Guest house

(044)242-084

I+ may not feed like winter yet, but it's Hime o start planning o

CALENDAR!

5tfc‘<3 Rice will be Putting out its second edition of our annual calendar, and we need
"3our Photos. Wc are loo‘king {"orgour Pho’cos from Tl—xailancl (tce—ow’ 5 in ]ndoncsia, ]nclia or
]talg don't count).- Arai-gd~dai, 50 long asitisa | hailand shot and it’s yours.

Submit Prints (wa’u scnc]‘t]jcm back) or digitai P}mtos (don’t compress them before
you send them) before Scptcmbcr 1,2002 ¢/0 5ti<:1<3 Rice Calendar @ the office, or send
them to Dcnnﬁl@ SBA Sangka, Surin32150. Digita] P}wotos to sticky rice@email.com or
dcnnqancllisa@qalwoo.cbm. Calcndars should be available bg AVC 4200 baht.




Amnesty International Thailand's Mai Thamada Group
is the English-speaking group. PCVs with an interest
in human rights (and that must be all of you) are
invited to join this group's activities. You can:

- attend meetings (boring) about every 6-8 weeks in
Bangkok.

- help work on the case of Myo Min Zaw, a Burmese
student who, four years ago this September, was
locked up for 52 years for ‘inciting unrest), i.e. saying
publicly that human rights and education in Burma
were not exactly brilliant. Every 3 months or so, we go
to Khao Sarn Road to collect signatures on a petition
that we send to the Burmese government calling for
his release. We also coordinate activities with other Al
groups around the world working on the same case.

- join the Urgent Action network. You need a fairty
good e-mail connection for this. You will-get, as they
arise, appeals from Al London for a fax, telegram, e-
mail or letter on an case of urgent human rights

- Vegetarian Restaurants

Friends,

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL

abuses.

- pay a membership fee to|AX (hey, this can't all

happen for frec).

- attend other AI Thailand events, such as Light Up

Nights every other manth/

For more information, visit the Al Thailand webpa:ge
at www.ammesty.or.th and follow the links to "Mai
Thamada (Bangkok 1)", or e-mail me at

<nidale@loxinfo.co.th>.

Many thanks,
Alec Bamford

CUSO Director for Thailand

PS The Mai Thamada Group was started by CUSO
and VSO volunteers and now includes Australian
volunteers. The only way|to stop them making
continuous sarcastic comments about PCVs is for

some of you to join the group.

I told some of you that T would put together a list of ingredients, recipes, and vocabulary to help in your
endeavors in vegetarianism (or other special dietary needs). Being in Thailand, I have been following " Thai

Time," thereby perhaps disappointing some of you by not producing the requested materials. However,

keep in mind that I'm waiting for the others who are in on this project to produce something, as well.

Forgive us. So, although the aforementioned lists have yet to be completed (or perhaps started ©), I am
included a list of veggie-friendly restaurants (which you probably won't find in the standard Thailand ’

guidebooks) to hold you over until the other projects are finished. I believe tha
are in Bangkok, and most of them cater to some form of vegetarianism (which ma
non-vegetarian friends might have difficulties finding non-vegetarian options hen
restaurant). So, the next time you are in BKK for a committee meeting or Peace
these restraints a try, and let us know what you think. '

. Much Peace,

-Devin

KHUN CHURN
Sathorn Soi 10, one block south
of Chong Nongsi Skytrain stop.

Baity 9.30am-2:30pm, Daily 6am-6pm

MISSION HOSPITAL
CAFETERIA

430 Phitsanuloke Road, Dusit. -

4.30-8.30pm . Tel [6621181-1100.

“Tel (6621 236-9410

Closed third Saturday of the month

MAY KAIDEE
1%7:Tanao Road, Banglampoo.
Daily 9am-9pm

VEGETARIAN C1UG
455/26 Soi Suan Phlu

Gjust off Soi Suan Phiu on Sot
Prasat Court, right-hand side).

Daily"8am-2.30pm.
Tel (6621 286-8886

Second Branch
Soi Fuengfar -

Chatuchak Weekend Market

Tel [662]272-4282

41719 Soi Wipawadee| 16,

Daily 10am-9pm
Tel [662] 691-5083

WHALE HErss &
SPICES CAFE

Daily 11 am-11 pm
Tel [6621226-3901

5

WHOLE FARTH

north of Lumpini Park.

Daily 11,30am-2pm;
5.30-11pm

| Tel 16621 252-557

N

. About one kilometre from the

Open on weekends untj! 2pm

VEGETARIAN COTEAGE

Chokehairuammit 7th [intersec-
tion, Wipawadee Rangsit Road

22-24 Ratchadamnoey Kiang.

93/3 Lang Suan Road, one block

all of these restaurants
y also mean that your
e, depending on the
Corps function, give

Second Branch

71 Sukhumvit Sof 26 (Sof

Aree), Phrom Phong Skytrain.

Daily 11.30am-2pm;
5.30-11pm

Tel (6621 258-4900.

® macacn ¢ Smany &



July 2002 Newletter
Scholarship Prize Available!

A 2000 Baht scholarship will be
available to the winner of this year’s
GAD’s T-Shirt Design Contest. As you
may know, every year GAD sells T-
shirts to raise money for the GAD
scholarship fund. Last year we had an
art contest, open to all mattayom
students, to design the front of the T-
shirt, and the winner received a
. scholarship. The contest was so

GAD .

successful that we have decided to rum it

again this year.

So... the theme for this year’s
contest is “What makes us strong.”
Students should submit a drawing of any

On-Going Fundraisers:

GAD still has the followiﬁg items available at the Peace Corps
" proceeds go to either the GAD general fund or the GAD scholarship fund.

size, either black and white, or color,
about personal and/or community
empowerment. The contest'is open to
both female and male mattayom
students. The winning student will
receive the scholarship at the beginning
of the second term. The drawings
should be mailed to:
Jill Asato
ONPEC Pichai.
Amphur Pichai
Uttaradit 53120

The deadline for mailing
submissions is Septeraber 1, 2002.

vffice. All

Sengbooks/ Tapes ~ Have you ever
met a Thai student that didn’t like to
sing? These songbooks and tapes have
been very popular. These songs cover
the topics of health, the environment,
and social studies. The book has i
drawings that teachers can photocopy
for their students to color.

Price:

'Songbook & Tape (set): 200
Songbook only: 150 baht
Tape only: 75 baht

baht

Journals — These are blank-paged
journals made from all natural paper,
with a black ink design on the cover.

We have them in green, white, and off-

white. They make excellent gifts ... ©

Price:

Fach journal: 150 baht

T-shirts — We still have a few T-shirts
at the PC office. They are “free size,”
+| and come in a startling array of colors:
brown, blue, and gray. -

Price:

Each T-shirt: 140 baht

Mission Statement: The Peace Corps Thailand Gender and Development Committee
exists to facilitate the development of positive gender roles within the Thai home,
community, and country.




P Error! Unknown switch argument.
The Honorable Robert Sargent Shriver's Remarks at Yale University's Daily News Annnal Banquet
November 10, 2001

In preparing my speech for today, I looked over the last speech I gave at Yale, It was the Class Day
Address to the Class of 1994, g

Tn that speech, I challenged those Yale graduates to create a "World Without War”. 1 said to them that such
an achievement for the following years would be the greatest accomplishment in the history of the world!
They were impressed: They even cheered. But now much of the world is at war again. That fact alone
proves that  was not the world’s most successful-speaker or visionary.

Also in the speech 1 gave in 1994, T said that the Arabs and the Jews seemmed to be getting together iu the
‘Middle Bast. Once dgain [ was wrovg. | also said that the Asiat and Pacific nations were not threatening
each other militarily, Again I was wrong.

So much fm" the nceuracy of my crystal balil!

But my speech in 1994 did contain a few nuggets of truth. ¥ suggested that we lived in an era that was yet to
be defined; and I believe that s still true. But { also believe we are now closer to a new definition, a
definition opening lo us because of recent events.

Tn 1994, I challenged the graduates of Yale to stand for something, which Martin Luther King had
encouraged ail of us to do when he said, “Believe in something so fervently that you will stand up for it till
the end of your days.” X '

Today, it has become ensier to stand up for military defense and also for aggressive action against enemies
of our nation, especially if you are 2 New York policeman or fireman, a postal worker ot 2 mayor of any

* city under attack. But it may not be so easy to stand for peace in a nation darkened by conflict, and looking
(to war for quick solutions.

Therefore, I believe we bave to ask ourselves: NOT what has sexved us well in the past — but, what has
fundamentally chaged, and how should our political, diplomatic, and service institutions behave in this
radically, new wortd? . .

Liajua tadoap |

B elbegan my public service in Washington, DC with the Peace Corps, and because the world so
despetately needs Peace today, I want to make that agency patt of my remarks today.

've been asked a lot of critical questions about the Peace Corps in response to the horrific events of
September 11, How is it possible that so many citizens of Afghavistan clearly hate Americans in spite of
years of service from American Peace Corps Volunteers working side by side with them? Why would we
want to send new volunteets to Pakistan or Afghanistan today, when ferrorists and killers there would love
to have more innocent Americans to kill? These are tough questions that raise good poiats. I certainly don’t
have all the answers, but T can tell you this:

® |

Sipunogoad puu ‘popitedys ‘pasoading psea v— $01107) 33T AU T 10] POFLI O YIJM

The Peace Corps WAS there in Afghanistan, and virtvally everywhere else in the world, and some lives

were changed — both the lives of American volunteers, and lives of the people they served. Is it America’s

primary purpose in the world to change and imptove lives, or to snuff them out? This is a question that IS
“relevant to the Peace Corps — but it suggests 2 larger, more expansive mission than the smal! Peace Corps

our nation is financing wow.

RAY

To America's young people, who listen with despair to the nightly drum beat of bad news, I'm saying:
" Peace is the Answer. Help us transform a new Peace Corps into a living erbodiment of YOUR ideals, your
sincere connection with people whose differences matter far less to you than your kinship with them. After
all, we are brothers and sisters living on a tiny, fragile planet, under the same sun. To our knowledge,
nothing like us exists anywhere clse in the immense universe. I think today’s young peaple get this, and
they have better ideas than 1 do about creating a safe and heaithy planet. :
. _and all uman beings together in a coritmon cause to assure peace and survival for 2ll.” That isa
mission worthy of 2 new Peacé Corps, worthy of Ametica, worthy of all hurankind. This Fourth Goal
must be our vision, our over-riding goal in 2 new Peace Corps. But how do we get there? Fortunately, 2
great. many people, including dedicated groups of former Volunteers, have been giving this 2 lot of thought.
I'll give you the broad outlines of their plan, just to demonstrate that thiis isn’t pie-in-the-sky ideatism

The first step is to drastically zlter the programming of the Peace Corps to make the agency much more
ambitions both in scope and size. Currently there are barely 7,000 Peace Corps volunteets in the field, in 71
countries, President Clinton promised, but failed to persuade the Congress to appropriate the necessary
funds to bring the number up to 10,000. The cutrent Administration could easily fill 50,000 positions
within a year, if the missions of the Peace Corps were expanded with a sense of urgency. Where there is a
will, there is & way. We established the Peace Corps as an agency with an Executive Order and within
seven months, we had thousands of volunteers in the field, overseas. :

x

What woild new volunteers be assigned to do today, beyond the scope of cwrrent Peace Corps
assignments? They coutd join with existing organizations in poor nations to build up societies — to ensure
the faitness ofJocal elections, organize forums, train small-scale entrepreneurs, and strengthen the ethic of
service, both in public and private sectors. Volunteers could work directly for youth and health
organizations in host countries. They would foster positive activities which would displace violence,
fanaticism, and ignotatice about the goadtess of all human beings, The Volunteers’ very presence and
peaceful activities in the face of volatile situations would exemplify democratic values and peaceful
comtmitment without having to preach therh. '

Of course we would still send volunteers, as requested by bost nations, to teach in schools, to work in
hospitals, to help small businesses and entrepreneurs, and fill other technical roles. But a deliberate focus
on education and health would provide ample chalienges for an expanded new Peace Corps.

A second way Lo transform the Peace Corps into 2 new agency would be to harness the potentials of
technology. Beginning in October 2000, thé Peace Corps teamed up with AOL Time Warner and the
Hewlett-Packard Company to bring the benefits of information technology to more communities in the
developing world. These companies have committed to providing 120 volunteers in 15 countries around the .
world with “Peace Packs”, powerful containers of computers, modems, printers, digital cameras, and access

. 8 to the Internet, We need to double and triple such efforts to spread information technology globally. We
should put at least a5 much emphasis on delivering intelligence — and useful human knowledge — as we do

on gathering inteligence to fight the enemy.

\
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A third way is to deploy the talents and dedication of the existing 162,000 Returned Peace Corps
Volunteers. Now, in the naticit’s bour of need, Returned Peace Corps Volunteers are uniquely equipped to
serve overseas again, and to fnspire global leadership within our own country. Mauy can speak the
languages that are needed. They are comfortable in settings that even our military does not accept or
occupy. The Crisis Corps was founded in 1996 for just such a purpose: it mobilizes Returned Peace Corps
Volunteers to provide short-terin assistance after natural disasters and in humanitarian crises. While this
program has been successful over the Jast five years of its existence, only 300 Crisis Corps Volunteers have
served in 21 countries to date. We must strengthen and expand this remarkable program so that we can send
Returned Peace Corps Volunteers into every country in the world.

Would any of this renewed emphasis oun Service make the world any safer? It already has! Years ago, one
Volunteer joitted a smallpox eradication team in Central Afiica. Together they vaccinated 60,000 people,
and within a few years after these workings, the disease was eliminated from the face of the earth. The

Why look to the Peace Corps in a time of such extreme danger? I believe it’s necessary to do sq, because
we're now living in a new world; and without peace, the new world will have no future, except death! Isn't
this the challenge which bin Laden and other terrorist groups have put before us? “What have you got,”
they say to us, “that is truly worth defending? Your skyscrapers; your blue chip stocks; your luxury cars;
your trade agteeinents; your computer networks; your flashy movies; your fast food? Stack ali that up
against men like ours who readily give up their lives for God, and you’ve got nothing, Anerical Nothing!”

Maybe they're right. Let’s suppose for a moment that they are. What have we got that’s woith defending,
worth dying for? I say that peace is the answer. No matter how many bombs we drop, no matter how
skillfully our sotdiers fight, we are not responding to the ultimate challenge until we show the world how
and why we must all learn to live in peace — until peace becomes the only permanent alternative to war.

Our present world cries out for a new Peace Corps—a vastly improved, expanded, and profoundly deeper
enferprise. Why? Simply because our capacity to kill each other has far outstripped our capacity to live
together. Now we live in 2 world of low-tech killing, where plastic knives and innocent-looking envelopes
can do the job just as efficiently as nuclear bombs. There must be an alternative to this endless cycle of
killing- not just for America’s sake, but for alt of humanity.

Peace is much more than the mere absence of war. Peace requires the simple but powerful recognition that
what we bave in conimon as human beings is more important and crucial than what divides us.

You may think these are just the ranting of an 0ld man defending his outdated ideas. But I'm not defending
the. . sace Corps— I'm attacking it! We didn’t go far enongh! Our dreamns were large, but our actions
were Siall, We never really gave the goal of “World Wide Peace” an overwhelming commitment or
established a clear, inspiring vision for attaining it. If we had, the world wouldn’t be in the imess we are in.
‘We may have only one more opportunity to get it right. '

When we proposed legislation for the original Peace Corps, we came up with only three goals: (1) to
provide technical assistance to poor people; (2) to promote better understanding of Asmericans on the part
of the peoples served; and (3) to bring the world home to America. Forty years later, we could probably
question some of these goals, or scrap them altogether. But I propose that we renew our vision by
concentrating on a new Fourth Goal. We've struggled with words for the Fourth Goal, but tet me give you
the sense of it: to bind all human beings together in a common cause to assure peace and survival for all,

Words can be tricky, and I don’t want to debate the meaning of the phrase I just uttered. I just want you to
catch its spirit: to bind all people together in common cause to assure peace and survival for all.

Now more than ever, we depend on one another for our very existence! We are not just Americans, or
Jews, or Muslims, or Catholics, or rich, or poor, or famous, or obscure. Yes, we still wear these labels
today, during our short existence on earth. But we must bequeath to our children and grand-children a
world of stark choices: Peace or Death. As fox me, for my children, my wife, and my friends, I choose
Peace. .

The Call to War can onty take us so far; I say what our nation needs now is a Call to Peace and to Service —
Peac- ~nd Service on a scale we have scarcely begun to itagine. . .

Let us- L/ml,eash the power of young people in all nations to see the world for what it is now, and then go out
to change it for the better. Let's join in common cause with all countries to eradicate poverty and
militarism. Let's create a new Peace Corps we can believe in, ted by exceptional people, not afraid to tackle
difficult assignments, unswerving in their dedication to living and working alongside citizens of other .
nations who want to create a safe and stable world. Give us a new Peace Corps worthy of a Mahatina
Gandhi, a Martin Luther King, 2 Nelson Mandela, or a Nobel Peace Prize. Give us a new Peace Corps
whose accomplishments match its ideals. Give us a new Peace Corps that doesn’t merely hope for peace,
but goes out and builds it, brick-by-brick, human being by human being,

Peace Corps Volunteer was one of only a hundred people doing such work — and look what they
accomplished! Another volunteer set up a library, left books behind, and years later she met a young man
who might have grown up to be terrorist, but instead was absorbed by one of the math text-books, stayed
with it, and is now a math professor in Toronto. Thousands, perhaps millions of such cases can be cited
{from the history of the Peace Cotp’s 40 years of effort. Imagine what a new, large scale effort could
accomplish for 2 new World dedicated to Peace,~—unanimously.

The Peace Corps now is the only agency in the United States government which makes peace not only
attractive, but possible. I admonish you to empower, refiew, and greatly increase the Peace Cotps so that it
becomes a pragmatic and dramatic symbol of America’s commitment to peace, even if our nation,
temporarify must defend our land and our people against contemporary, vicious, and lethal attacks.

Yes, it is obvious that the war against terrorism requires a military response. Yet it is equally obvious that a
smilitary response cannot achieve peace. If we deploy the idealism of America’s citizens against the
fanatical haters of America, we will see the Peace Corps become our nation’s most effective anti-terrorism
program, and the creator of 2 world finally capable of achieving the universal, cherished dream of peace.

But our goal, please remember, is not just the survival of America — it is the survival of our whole planet.
When our deeds match our ideals, we will be living life as it ought to be lived. This is not just an American
dream - it is a universal need. A new Peace Corps would be the Jiving embodiment of this precept, stripped
of all harmiful religions and political overtones. A new Peace Corps would be the best America has to offer
the world, in this hour of great need. Hopefully and optimistically, I believe that many nations and ’
nationalities will enthusiastically join us in the creation of a “New World of Peace.”




LR

} 4.+ 274Y]

X3k

x X% )

TESOL ARTICLE FOR STICKY RICE, BARR COSH PROEESSIONAL SECTION

. Last January’s Thai TESOL (Teachers of English to Speakers of other Language) International

conference in Chaing Mai had attendees and speakers from 23 countries. If you are int

or other career opportunities in Thailand I suggest you send a proposal to speak at this

* year’s conference will be held in Bangkok from January 23-25 and its theme is Cultur

Competency, As Peace Corps volunteers we are knowledgeable about Thai culture an

Thai educators. The email address for the submission of a proposal is Chal@psm.swu

the submission of proposal is July 30,2002. TESOL’s email address is hitp://www.tha
1 attended last year’s conference; it was enjoyable and interesting.

One notable quote was: “ My project was peither a glowing success nor a glari

really useful quote came from B
as a screw driver.”
Information that was new to me:
Asians use English to communicate with other Asians, for example: Japanese

usiness Week magazine, July 2001, that “English is as

agents and Thai business people use English to communicate. English is the second m
. Thailand. In Europe, employees able to use English can expect 2 20 to 30 percent incy

to research, Engilsh is used primarily in four areas: personal information, telephone, tx

(fax, email and text messaging). Employers expect email messages to be in English ey

native speakers of English. Research shows that most business people read 3 letters ir
day. Email and text messaging is increasing and uses a different style than usual expq
represents 10% of the world wealth and is dominated by English. English language te
~ stereotypical view of the world; that conversations axe always formal, that people alwg
politely to a request, and so on. More words were published on the World Wide Web

brested in either TESOL
years conference. This
e, Content, and

1 have been presenting to
ca.th. The deadline for *
tesol.org.

ng fajlure”, however a
essential a business tool

engineers, Chinese travel
ost used language in

ease in salary. According
avel, and text information
ren if employees are not

a week and 30 email a
sitory writing. Travel
xthooks convey 2

ys respond quickly and
in the last four years than

have ever been published. In the next five years, we will be reacting to 50% more new technology.

English is an ever-changing language and teachers should prepare students to
speakers asked, “When hearing mouse, do more people think conputer input device o
the word monitor, do you mean watch someone or a computer output device?” Along
differently, several speakers also recommended that we shy away from defining Briti
and that we accept differences such as center and centre, adver-TYZE-ment and ad-V

continue to learn. Several
r rodent?”” When you use

with words used

h, American, etc. language
R-tissment.

X Ry

X

K Rex

KEKRX

am going to repeat the
fect on student

Several speakers discussed Thai culture and it’s affect on student performance. I
information from Sudakarn Patamadilok about student cultural background and its aff
achievement.

1. Lacking reading habit (caused by the social environment in Thailand).

2. Lacking interest in reading books or searching for general knowledge (caused by the lack of reading habit -
and the student’s interests). - :

3. Having copying and cheating habits (caused by copying used as teaching and the tradition of student-student
helping).

4. Being quiet and passive in class (caused by the tradition of respect towards senior people in Thailand and by

— Thai lecturing teaching method). . -
5. Preferring to read short or easy literary texts (caused by inadequate linguistic and literary competencies and
. bynegative attitudes toward the study of English Literature).
6. Attempt to gain only a ‘C’ grade (caused by “instrumental” motivation that concentrates on “degree”

requirements for job application and by the institutional policy supporting this motivation). .
The following recommendations to adjust teaching methods are a composite of several speeches. The
recommendations are;

1. Trust, [i.e. there should be no threatening in class, allow choral responses rather than calling on a
student by name, understand that confidence is often low].

2. Time, [i.e. give enough time for Thai students to read the literary text and/or provide answers in
class]. ' .

3. Techniques [, i.e. use context to teach, understand and use learning styles, use authentic and

communicative language during teaching, evaluate the training, skill, an
mediate between the classroom and the outside world, encourage creativ
teaching, stress communication skills, develop email and text message st
expect perfect pronunciation, do not correct every mistake, provide reme
students needing it, use interesting topics rather than lists of unrelated we
young children, rites of passage for older students) , expect/demand prac]
problem solving, and other student centered teaching techniques].
I have notes from these and other speeches. Let me know if you are intereste
The theme is Culture, Content and Competency. The email address for p;
Chal@psm.swu.ac.th. Ihave copies of the rationale for the papers and the proposal
Peace Corps is doing creative teaching in Thailand and we have cultural knowledge
presentations by Peace Corps people.

1 spirit of the teacher,

e thinking, evaluate during
ecific competencies, do not
dial practice only for

ords( such as dinosaurs for
tice, teach and practice

d.

roposal entries is

form if you are interested.
50 this is a natural for
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The following awticle wa/ywréttmbiju’/f@r Keahey, t‘éx}"che/r troiner
and PCY i Latviaw. She visiteds Group 112 PCV Chervy Hitt in Jonumary.

fl little English Goes Far in the land of Smiles

-Hey, whereyou go, Miss?

-1go.

~

v

-Good good! -

I had been traveling in Thailand for a week, and had already gotten Into the spirit of the
language. The English language, that is. After a month, Thai will have come more easily to my lips,

but in the beginning, I realized I could get by with English as long as I spoke it as the Thai do. How is

that? Same, same with a few differences. For one, repetition is good. Good gbod, meaning very
good. I doubt this rule is written down anywhere, but the longer I was in Tha and, the more I made
use of it.

The'Thai don't have a strong background in English. Yet, in the past|twenty years, their
country has gone from being a fabled land in exotic Asia to one of the hottest tourist destinations in
the world. Islands that lacked electricity and plumbing just ten years ago now flaunt four star hotels
and packed beaches. Whether walking down the street in Bangkok, or on a near-deserted trail deep
in the rain forest, you are likely to hear German, English and French as often 4s Thai. Travelers are
now searching out the most distant islands for that lost paradise they have been craving. As a result,
an illiterate fisherman may have a stronger grasp of English than an English tﬂaachcr in the North! I
held a number of fluent conversations with a fisherman named Kim, who caught my nightly feast of
barracuda or yellow snapper in the south. Conversely, in the poverty ridden ﬁfx north, I taught
English to a class of children at Cave Village School for one day. Their understanding of English was
stronger than that of their teacher, who shyly handed me the textbook and pointed out the lesson I
should teach. "You teach, please, please."

How have the Thai liandled the recent invasion of Europeans, AussieL and Americans?

With a great deal of energy, good humor and the wisdom that communication is more important
than accuracy. Most Thais don't speak English very well, but they are not afraid of making mistakes.
Perhaps one reason for this is that Thai people are extremely hospitable. The)%l will often invite you to
their home for dinner within hours of meeting you. If traveling alone, they will be sure to try to ~ *
speak with you so you don't become lonely. One man carried on a long conversation with me while
traveling by bus; the fact that he knew about ten English words did not daunt him. Children run up .
to foreigners with breathless questions: "Hil 1 Arun, what you hame? Where ]you from? How old
you? What food you like? I like sweet sweet!” Old men stop travelers in the street to make sure they

are not lost, using the ubiquitous, "Where you go, Miss?"

One of the expressions a traveler learns quickly is, "Where you go?" [My first reaction was

__to always answer the question properly, but after some time, I learned that this is also the Thai way of

saying, "How are you?". In many instances, all that is required by way of response is, "I go," which
loosely translates into, "T'm just going around, enjoying life." Thus, I discovered something about the
Thai philosophical approach to life, simply by observing their English usage. After some time in
Thailand, I learned that this philosophy is expressed in the Thai expression "jal yen" (codl heart).

. Having "jai yen" means not getting upset; a Thai will sit in a heavy traffic jam in Bangkok with a

smile on his or her face. There is no point in getting angry; complaints will not get rid of the traffic
jam. Life happens anyway, s0 you may as well go around, enjoying it.

Although replete with "jai yen", I soon discovered that my English wass suffering. I could no
longer communicate in complete sentences. There was the disconcerting feeling that as both native
speaker and English teacher, I should not be constantly mistaken as a European with a weak grasp of
English. It was time to go back to school. .

With the assistance of Peace Corps, I met Cherry Hitt. Cherry is a Peace Corps Volunteer
who works as an English teacher trainer in Kamphaengphet, a mid-sized town in west-central
Thailand. She kindly invited me to stay with her and to visit two of the schoold she works with.
Thus, over the course of two days, I was able to learn something of the education system in Thailand.

The first thing that surprised me was how teachers in Thailand are szpected, even admired
by the general population. This must explain the reverential awe a young man expressed when I
casually mentioned my line of work over beer on a beach in the south. Cherry explained it
succinetly: "Teachers, doctors and nurses are among the most respected people|in Thailand." Quite.a

change from Latvia, where my friends are apt to look at me in pity, slipping onl Lat coins into my
purse when I'm not Jooking.

0 o ¢
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A little English - Jennfier K.

Perhaps, parily due to the respect given teachers, men are as common on school grounds as
women. It was a shock to walk into a school and see many sharply dressed male teachers bustling
their young charges about. Ihad a great conversation with a male physical education teacher at
Tessaban School #2 in Kamphaengphet. He spoke English, and told me he had gone into teaching

" because he loved sports, psychology, and children. 1 found myself expeﬂenciqg a deep sense of loss
at the lack of male teachers in the schools of Latvia. Thai children certainly dg not lack wonderful
male role models. . : ¢

Mrs. Chutharat Nawamat (nickname: Pee~Tom) escorted me around Tessaban School #2
and allowed me to talk to her English class.about Latvia. There was quite a deal of confusion
regarding Latvia's location, and a map, when brought in, still depicted Latvia 4s a part of the Soviet

Union. The only explanation that worked was, Latvia used to be like China, bl}th now is free. After

sorting out location, the students wanted to know what kind of food Latvians eat. Potato, they did not
understand, so I used the Thai expression, "foreigner root" and their eyes went delightfully wide with
surprise. ‘

I also enjoyed the indoor/outdoor systern of classes in Thailand. At Tesaban School #1 in
Kamphaengphet, there is a wonderful outdoor area with tables and benches. We held English class .
there. Mrs. Piyanan Makpho infroduced me to two of her English classes at Tessaban School #1. Her
fifth form classes had accomplished an extraordinary project that involved p}nting a large world

map on the school wall. Each country was painstakingly drawn; even Latvia was not forgotten. The
students used an overhead projector on the wall, tracing country outlines from a map. Since

.~ overhead projectors are useless in the sun, they waited until night to draw their countries. The next
step for them is to write each country's name on the wall.

Of course, the sun and warmth makes outdoor work possible. It alsa makes it possible for
shoe rules to be formed. Throughout Thailand, people must take their shoes off upon entering most
buildings. Students are no exception; they have to take off their shoes and ling them up by the door
before they enter the classroom. Happily enough, teachers don't have to take their shoes off at
school, doubtless one of the benefits of the respect that they receive.’

Students follow rules in Thailand. They must enter the room in advance of the teacher.
When the teacher arrives, students are taught to stand in unison, and in the case of English class, to
recite, "Good morning teacher, how are you?" They do not sit until the teacher tells them to. The
same rules apply at the end of the lesson; when the teacher dismisses the class| students stand and
recite, "Thank you very much teacher, good bye!" They must wait for the teachers to exit before
leaving themselves.

Despite well-behaved students and the respect they receive, the teaching system is not
- perfect in Thailand. Just as in Latvia, Thailand faces many problems. Cherry is busy training
~— teachers how to make interdctive lesson plans,.as the current system is heavily dedicated to rote
- memorization. Change is always a struggle. So are funds. I asked Mr. Bongkot Gerdtep, the school
director of Tessaban School #2, what was the biggest problem for Thai schools to overcome.
Predictably, his response was money. Schools lack the funds to modernize their schools. M.
Gerdtep for example, wants funds to buy computers and create internet access for his school. As in
Latvia, schools must stretch what little they receive to go as far as possible, and it is pever enough.

many parents cannot afford the uniforms students require. Also, families canyot spare older children
from food-~earning labor. The result is that some students must leave school after the sixth form to
start work. The next cut off point is ninth form. Only the richest or most inte ligent children are
able to continue on to tenth form. This creates unique problems in the English teaching field.
Students begin to have a good understanding of English by age 12 or 13, just when many must leave.
The sad fact shows that Thailand is struggling economically, and like Latvia, the capital city holds
most of the wealth. It i§ common to see children in Bangkok walking through malls, busily chatting
on mobile phones, but in rural villages, such affluence is rare or non-existent, I was constantly -
surprised at the enormous gulf between rich and poor in Thailand. In Latvia, it seerus most people
are still in the same boat together. Contrarily, in Thailand glittering malls and posh hotels exist

alongside slums. Still even the poorest continue to smile. A fact that amazed me.

Another problem facing Thai schools is student poverty. Public scho?zls are inexpensive, but

. Thailand is indeed the land of smiles, and perhaps the most exciting adventure of a lifetime.
Tourists who stay in the fancy tourist areas will not see much of real Thai life, ut travelers, who
make the smallest effort to get off the beaten track are in for a unique and trilling experience. I
1 ’) recommend it to all of you once the Latvian government is able to raise your salaries to match your

skills. In the meantime, I wish you "jai yen" through your busy, exam filled spring, and a happy
smile as the sun and storks return home. - (



You can even get veggie
your grou

People say “Hello” as
They smile an

But in confrontation th
I get so much a

I feel like I'm. ¢

As 1 enter India, I feel a change.
I am on guard.

People here are not the same.
“Madame” they say with hands outstretched.
“Give us money, for we are very poor.”

Some speak English,
But they speak so fast.
I find it difficult to understand.

The food stands-are fewer,
But the food shops we go to have
plenty of veggie selections to choose from.
We go to the holy city and watch people bathe.
It may be holy water, ‘

But it’s quite unclean.
From our bubble we emerge,
And walk to the Taj Mahal. AN

“What a magnificent sight,” I think, ‘

As Ilook at the tomb. \
We confront the pushy people on the streets,
But at Lotus Temple we find some peace.
Money they do not want.
They just want people of different faiths to .
join together. ’

We make our journey back to the airport,
And try to sit in the visitor’s lounge.
For thirty-five rupies apiece we must scrounge.
We have no money,
So we sit outside.
The supervisor takes pity and lets us in for
: free. '

Finally, back in Thailand,
We eat our noodles and rice.
It’s very hot,

But people are nice.

\|

On Coming and Going Home - €lizabgth Viekgrman

Sometimes change happens fast, some times it happens so slowly you bar
November I was in Surin at the Elephant Roundup when I had a dream about my 3
she called me on my cell phone. (Yes, I do have a cell phone. It was cheaper than
She called me at 4am. She said she, “I just wanted to hear the sound of your voice
4am, she said to me, "Are you sure?" I looked around at the other people sleeping
whispered back to her, "Yes, Mom, I am pretty sure.it is 4am here."

N e
P
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Ode to Thailand
Perspectives from India by Cherry Hitt
Oh Thailand, how I love thee.
People who are sp “jai dee.”
Buddhist temples and food stands abound.

food if you stand

nd.

I walk around.
d wave,

ey do not engage.

ttention,
n stage.

ely notice it. Last

nother. The next night

a regular connection.)

” When I told her it was
in the room with me and
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. depending on other people to always be of assistance to me. I know that any

' /:kf

“ i & LM . . o . N .
A Thai friend just happened to- glve%e a!copy of the Bangkok Post

saw an ad for Northwest Airlines offering an extraordinary low rate from B

N V4
1N

a few days later and I
kk to N'Y. Putting all

of it together, I just knew I needed to see my parents in North Carolina. Khun Shing helped me
get the tickets and I left for the States on December 1, my mother's 84th birthday.

Living here in Thailand has offered me many opportunities to travel;

volunteer's site, to Bangkok for Peace Corps stuff, or just to see, explore, ar
this complex country. On all of my travels, when I return to my house, I reft
waiting for me at the bus station except the tuk tuk drivers, for which I an e
without them to drive me home, I would have to walk two miles to my hom
proud of the fact that I am self-reliant, that I can find ways to take care of m

to another

d try to understand
lrn alone. No one is
ternally grateful since
e. ] am somewhat
yself without

of my Thai friends

would be more than willing to meet me at the station whatever time I arrived but the feeling of

independence is too strong. I manage to get my self to and from where ever

Ineed to be. When 1

arrived in Wilmington, North Carolina, my brother George met me at the airport. As I walked
into the waiting area, there he was, smiling, beaming, with his arms out stretched, waiting for me.
It has been a while since anyone was waiting for me anywhere and it felt good to be embraced by

someone who loves me. My mother was not surprised by my visit. Somehow she f

ound out and probably

just as well as it was her 84th birthday. We had time to talk, visit and watch some pf her favorite movies

together: Cinema Paradiso, The Bicycle Thief and Smoke.

Itook the train to New Haven CT and was met by my three children, Inga,
meeting of out stretched arms hugs and kisses. It was a rare opportunity for all of
together as a family. I saw my brothers George and John, my sister Cindy, cousin

Jon, and Sara. Another

7 I\
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15 to be unexpectedly
Johanna and respective .

_ any given time. When there is a festival going on, I don't know what it is about. But on any of my walks

children and spouses. I had an opportunity to meet RPCV Grace Parent who teaches my niece Emily's 2nd

grade class. I'spoke with her and her students about my life here in Thailand and we will be writing to

each other.
My visit home was twelve days and twelve days was not enough time. It was barely enough time

- to decompress. Going back to America and living in American time after living here in Sotitheast Asia for

a year on Thai time was a challenge. My trip back was long, confusing, and tiresome. Security lines
everywhere. Line that went no where. Lines, lines and more lines. My plane fromWSeattle retirned to the
terminal twice for repairs before leaving and was late landing arriving in Tokyo. We were diverted
because of fog, landed and spent the night in Osaka. ‘T’ .

The hotel we stayed at was rather elegant and we

had time to get to know each other and share stories
about where we were going. I had dinner with two
young Chinese men on their way home to Shanghai for
winter break. During dinner they tried to eat French
bread with a knife and a fork. Quite an event to watch! I
met a little Chinese/American boy named “Josh”
traveling with his grandmother going to visit relatives in
Shanghai, a man on his way to his mother's funeral,
which he missed because of our delay, a family of 5 who
had saved for two years to make this visit. For this
family of five our delay became a memorable event as
they were given the luxury Japanese suite. People
coming and going home. The next day we returned to
Tokyo, all 350+ people, all going indifferent directions.
Northwest failed to keep us informed of what or where

" we were suppose to go. It was exhausting and stressful.

I'met some Thai people at the airport who were also headed for BKX and|ended up hanging with
them, eating Japanese food that we all agreed was, "Mai arroy". It felt good to be|back with Thai people.
It is a hard feeling to explain, but I really felt safe and comfortable with these Thaj strangers. It took me
three days to get back to Thailand. I arrived back here in Roi-Et late Saturday night and for the first time
since I have been here, when I opened the door to my house, I felt like I was reall coming home. This
was the first time I have felt hke this. The feeling prior to this was, "Ob, yeah, this is the place where I
live."

So now I am back in Roi-Et where I can'tread 99% of the s1gns S0 Irarell know where I am at

around town at least 5 kids stopped me to say “Hello Ajan Elizabeth.” I am now sjtting here thinking of all

of the things I didn't do and all the people I didn't get to see. I am also thinking ab
good to be able to get yourself where you need to be independent of others and so
to be embraced by loving arms at the end of your journey. And thinking about wh

In Peace,

Pee €lizabeth

out how sometimes it is
metimes it is wonderful
ere home is.
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Weirdest thing you started doing here that you never did before?
Spealcing Thai.

Fauor‘;e Thai wotg? Tua F\hk \la' > &Tre en \ptaﬂ) “A Fuk Tﬂnj (?V»M?ku:‘)
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. Roommates? L‘ an 3‘“1 S'a,rar, 31)0\.\"\' -‘{fwice a wee“ .
Last good movie: IW‘\CY\ \JC d‘tfe K“\ s"

One thing you wish you brought but didn’t:
Seme Mozart, Rimbaud, and 2 wor\q“j knowle l}e oF the That \9“‘7“"3]&'
Besides friends, families, pets, and driving what do you miss most about the states? ‘

Ge\f and NGD w\*\"r\ W\y «f—a’rker

Ten years from now, favorite memory: 3
VIV always remember My fiesk ’tn Yo Mendana when \ was
(% o 1B, ww\*-ev\ on. & caﬂ%fe ramin for a Weele,
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A PCV Profile
Name: Jor an Nickname: Jef\’aﬂhe
Where you come from: ‘Q‘* Fleta ‘ )
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And we should come visit youtwhy?

A PCV Profile
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“A farang moment” (one of those times when your laughing and no one else is, or vice versa) 8
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" How you like Thai food? S o o W{M‘B : ull
Weirdest thing you started doing here that you never did before?
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Favorite Th:;uorj"‘Z AAC Foovel . U
Free time _/ yes How do you spend it?  A/of-
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: ‘Coples o fude (e o)
i

Roommates? L,‘)L\m% O\Lew&' “‘wa« 7 Vv\k/[ QU‘UK{_

Last good movie:
% o e Mw ' .
One thing you wlsh you brought but didn't: M FL@,\O 9//0\.0( 0?: I Fu,u OQM
/ by D(Lﬂ;

Besides friends, families, pets, and driving Qhat do you miss most about the states? I/I/LL {an 0, {}Q){’ ot é,
ovd Lo G’p\( : q,
Ten years from now, favorite memory: "
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The Master and Margarita =~ ™|, e
By: Mikhail Bulgakov SONA A

L Reviewed by: Sara Peoples * \ k

/ f{' !_.’ IJ ' . ‘ 3

f’,r,-il
A

'.\ \\
7 &\

! ’,-"’ If jou've ever wondered what it would be like to fly na chf‘\‘I
#df glowing on a witch’s broom over the streets ‘Df Communist*
NMoscow, allow Mikhail Bulgakov to enhance your imagination. Of}
‘Course, if this thought has never occurred to you, you have all the %
more reason to pick up one of the most intoxicati gly addictive

books I've ever read.

iy
id

It is springtime in Communist Moscow, and th ‘re ha§'been an
accident (or was it a murder?) - the head of Mikhail
Alexandrovitch, the former editor of a ”highbroer literary
magazine,” is now body-less, as his crown spinsin a pool of
sunflower seed oil. The literary world of Moscow is properly
shocked at the death of such a luminary, but alsg engaged in a

. heated power struggle to replace him. Meanwhile, a witness to

‘Alexandrovitch’s death, the twenty-three year o d poet Ivan
Nikolayich Poniryov, is in the insane asylum rav‘ing about a man ~
a murderer - a foreign professor - with a strange appearance and
stranger mannerisms, who knew Pontius Pilate ﬂnﬁmately.

Rumor of the existence of this professor, and his strange
companions, will spread beyond the reaches of he insane asylum
and literary society and into the rest of Moscow, Along with our
professor, there will be spottings of a very large black, well-spoken
cat who is seen, among other things, daintily eating caviar, a tall,
thin man in plaid, and a beautiful vampire, wth cannot seem to
keep her clothies on, and keeps showing up in ’ch‘e strangest places.

This book is a wild ride that takes a while to maLe sense, but hang
in there because, as Margarita says, “one doesn’t meet the devil
every day!” and I believe you will find yourself agreeing with dear
Azazello who responded to her excuse with “Mopre’s the
pity!...Think of what fun it would be if you did!”
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Chénge - Sara Jones

Change...as with the lovely English
language change can mean several things. Moving to
Thailand has changed my definition of what "hot"
teally is. When you are handed a 500 bhat bill at the
bank and then go to the thalat to buy some dinner—-

" it's really hard to convey this message: "Do you have
change for a 500 bhat?," when your Thai is somewhat
limited and there are no gestures you ate awate of to
demonstrate this action. Even though the woman
repeatedly says 17 bhat and you hand her 500 bhat
and show her an empty wallet...the concept of change -
is lost. Personally I avoid situations like these at all
costs, even if it means buying a ton of stuff I really
don't need in order to make the change making
process easiet.

I have had to change the simple act of the
manner in which I walk through a doorway in
Thailand. Being 5' 7" is not vety tall except for the
fact that I am in Thailand and genetally tower over all
women and some men. This aftetnoon as a matter of
fact I must have forgotten what country I was in
because I banged my head on the top of the
dootframe on the way into the hong nam. This isn't

. exemplify change in my w

up. I want to be an eduj:ton supervisor. What other

- job would allow me to watch TV, play Snooker on the

computet, eat mangoes all day, nap at my desk and
take three hour lunch bxej.ks?
But setiously, change elicits 2 lot of
thought or-maybe a lot of| empty thoughts. I know I
have changed because pegple have told me so, even
though I cannot see the change myself. Whether it
was change for the befter jor worse, no one seems to
have an answer ot they are too afraid to say it. N
Being 2 very stx‘lbborn, pattern otdented
person--I hate change. I had to deal with the change
of going from high schoo] to college; the change of

. losing my grandfather to ¢ancer; the change of

moving from upstate NY [(where I spent the first 22
years of my life) to upstate SC aftet yet another
change--graduating college; the change from being a’
student to becoming an adult with 'real’
tesponsibilities. The biggest changes in my life have
stemmed from living overseas though..it isn't
something I can explain iy words but something I can
feel every second of everyday when I realize how
lucky I am to be me.
There are two
otld:

quotes I hold very dear that

the first nor the last time I have done this--by the
time I leave Thailand T will either have brain damage
or an extremely flat forehead. But hey, my PC
medical coverage is there for life—so I feel very safe -
slamming my head against cement on a weekly basis.
Being in PC Thailand has caused me to change the
way I dress. Instead of being a laid back scrub in
baggy shorts and a t-shitt, I'm now a prickly heat
powdeted laid-back scrub in baggy dap roi clothes.
Just being at the SBA for two weeks has
changed my mind on what I want to be when I grow

"I am not the same having seen the moon shine on
the other side of the world." ‘
--Mary Ann Radmacher:Hershey

"It was a time when the unthinkable became thinkable
and the impossible really happened.”
--Anindhati Ray

With that said, it is now time to change the channel--I
think muay thai is on... .

From Devin Polster

Being fuman, and perfiaps especially a Peace Corps Volunteer, oftentimes requires problem sofving/conflict resolution
skills paired with creativity and perspective. While this story below is not exemplary in regards to Ronesty, I do think,
it sKillfully illustrates that withi the right application of the aforementioned attributes, we can work_to ensure a
resolution with every party invofved for most any given set of circumstances. Simply, there is more than one way to
™" look at a situation and certainfy more than one way to resolve it. Good Luck!

From THE BANGKOK POST:

A truck driver moved to Texas and bought a donkey

from an old farmer for $100. The farmer agreed to

deliver the donkey the next day.

The next day, the faxmer drove up and said: “Sorry, 3

but X have some bad news. The donkey died. N

“Well, then, just give me my money back.”

“Can’t do that.. I went and spent it already.”

“Okay, then. Just unload the donkey.”

“What are you going to do with him?”

“I’'m going to-raffle him off.”

“You can’t raffle off a dead donkey!”

o/ | “Sure I can. Watchme. I just won’t tell anybody
“he’s dead.”

¥/ A month later the farmer met the truck driver and

/' asked: “What happened with that dead donkey?”

“I raffled him off. Tsold 500 tickets at two dollars

apiece and made a profit of $898.”

“Didn’t anyone complain?”

“Just the guy who wort. So I gave him his two

dollars back.”
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Change - John G

wheels keep turning, And then dbminishing. we e hang our hats on.
Planets keep spinning, There is no thing No belief left unshakable,
Seasons always ehanging, AMongst us unchanging. In tine alwayjs questionable.
And | am moving again. A ' ‘
' Understood physics Thew pur truths become half-
Never the same, with a weat solution, trxths
Rivers change Then Albert Rnocked it over And we stare again tn the
with every) moment, ' And evew still we can't void.
Never the same. Cement evolution. Learning and adapting
_ with|these we endlessly toil.
Conorete and granite, Bven our religlons always
Iron and steel, redefine. The wheel must turn,
Always changing "From Catholies to Baptists, a Thats its' nature.
Though wholly unseen. hundred And gach day) with the sun
Different understandings of rise,
Continents moving, : the same Divine. - we sgeol ouy future.

voleanoes bullding,

ocenns filling There is wo thing e

CHANGE - Karen Downey

How do T handle change? Change is the only certain thing in our lives. I guess it would be a pretty

important thing to take a look at. I have to look at how I want to change others, since I am in another
country. Trying to change others is not a healthy thing fo do. It means that T am not looking ot what needs
to be changed inside of myself if T am focusing on changing other persons, places| or things. So how can I
chatige myself and plant seeds? How does my behavior affect/effect those around me? How I live and

what I do and the way I do it is a stronger message than words can ever be.

The pain of change is reality, the change in a person, system, country, church or whatever but so is the

pain of no change when change is called for. I think we are seeing many messages| of this in our world

3

today. In spite of our desires changing others will never be an option, whereas changing ourselves takes

only a decision and is a choice always available.

Most of our struggles, today as in the past, are attached to persons and situations we are trying to
forcibly control. How righteous our attitudes generally arel And so.imposing is our behavior that we are
met with resistance, painful resistance. Our recourse is now and always to accept those things we cannot
change, and willingly change that which we can. Which is ourselves. One of my favorites is the Serenity
Prayer—god grant me the serenity fo accept the things I can not change, the cotirage fo change the things

I can, and the wisdom fo know the difference.

Everything changes. Nothing stays the same and letting go of the way things arejand NOT anticipating
what they might become, frees us to live each moment more fully. There is a purpose in how our lives
unfold. The ups and the downs serve our growth. I think being in another country has allowed me to really
feel the extremes with no place to hide. Giving too much attention to either state interferes with our

awareness of the present. The present has come to TEACH.

I have learned so much from the focus and spirit of the nens and monks at the Wat. I have learned so
much from the Thai people about being in the present. It seems as though, over the years, I have used
many things to avoid the present by being busy, eating, drinking, pills, if only, thinking, worrying, looking at
the past and future and thus miss the present. So I am practicing the art of living in the now, allowing the
natural flow to present itself and not trying to force solutions. When I get out of the way healthy change

happens. The things I spent hours dwelling on never came to pass anyway.

As change occurs it can be messy and not to pretty but change is always called for, or else we remain
stagnant. So where you are right now, what do you smell, feel, see, touch and can you hear and feel your
heart and breath? Change means growth. It's a time for celebration. I can feel the change after passing

the half way mark in my service in Thailand— ONE DAY AT A TIME--

Some of the thoughts here have come from a little book I love by Karen Casy, Each Day A New-Beginning.-

----------- KALEN aka Karen Downey
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Change
..was once my addiction. T he onig constant. Mg [ifetime. 'KcPt me going, ]

renewal. Thc rebirth. chocus. Rcmcrcshmcnt. Thc oPPortunitg cl’)angc gay

awareness. | o re~discover a mindfulness within. T o transform mgsclg out of

" itwasa gradual realization or a one~shot revelation, but | have come to believ

moment is changfng'. | no lor\gcmcccl a Prcssing need ora burning desire to s

chase every adventure. in recent dags, commitment has offered me a sense o
Famﬁiaritg. And yet with this, | now recognize an existing dic}wtomg and{em

balance it. | celebrate that in cach instant exists comP[ctc s’cabilitg and cémp

Togct/—zcz; in flarmony. rachacl

From Chris Wagher:
river break

the levy- a river break

ahd the sun-rise, a heeded rest
COffFee shift, hap reborn,

a bike ride to re-open the worid,
new eyes, hew Voice, hew jove in th
a friend, a lover, 3 Sister

blue, gray and white veins in wings
a hew breeze against your face
ahd the sound of the levy, open

new waters come through.

G\

Change - Shellie Norris

Change is acceptance of
Freedom from fear
God's gift for.us to reach higher,

To be courageous.

. Change is knowing when to let loose
and knowing when to rein in your stock of
new ideas, new events, new emotions,
to produce a new you, to put "change" on as you would
a hat or a glove or friendly sweater

Inyou.

Change is constant motion standing still
in the calm of yourself
Change is going forward, getting closer to silence
and the stillness of yourself
Change js knowing when to finally stop and just breathe
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- and this moth dying oh my Kitchen £

to move around in, settle into, wear for awhile until it be
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Hello dah-lings!

Helloeeze fere, veady.to dish out words of wisdom to curyent PCV’s
trying to “make it” at site. I know you are all struggling to transform your
Thai abodes into cozy cottages just brimming with sabat. But there are plenty
of obstacles in the way: mosquitoes in the bathroom, ants inth ‘ kitchen, and
various creepy-crawlies on the ceiling! So I'm popping in to pr ide a helpful
fousehold fiint or two to get us through the next couple years. [But I fust put the
tea on, so here we go...

Sweeties, fieve is my problem: the dogs. I am sick to deathi of these mangy
creatures roaming the streets of my village and terrorizing m rosebushes!
More specifically, I am tortured daily by my neighbor’s dogs. Those rabid little
flea sacks jump the shovt wall between our properties and weetwee all over my
yard. It will be a lovely yen sabaimorning, I 'm trying to enjol; a nice cup of
vanilla chamomile tea while listening to Peeps, my canary, wﬁTen suddenly
those slobbery Rairballs are barking at me from my yard and fizzing in the

begonias. Curse them! .

But one morning I was inspired by the divine wisdom o Meredith Viera,
one of the fabulous female minds of the American talk show “The View.” A
viewer wrote in with a similar problem. The neighbor dogs were wiindeying
into her yard and tearing up her flowerbeds. Mevedith (bless ‘her feart)
suggested that the viewer have fier Ausband urinate around the garden in ovder
to “mark his territory.” Dogs are sensitive to “marked territory” and, in
theory, would avoid that area!

Seéing as Row I don’t Aave a husband anymore (poor Mery had that ‘
unfortunate run-in with a drunken tuk-tuk driver and an irate water buffalo), .
and since I don’t have the “convenient” genitalia that Merv had, I was forced to
e more creative. So 1 filled a small cup in the bathroom and drizzled it along
the short wall OF, I know dearies, not very riap roiy, but goadness I was
desperate!. .

And what happened? Well; those odious monsters have not returned!
They peer at me from their porch with the full awareness that a cupful of
Helloeeze is restricting them from trespassing. (I think I will\drop Ms. Viera a:
thank-you note for fier Relpful words.) But I encourage you to do the same if the
dogs are getting into your gardening as well. _

So, my delightful little munchkins, if
you have any concerns, questions, queries,
or problems, don’t be afraid to ask!
Further, if you Aave any felpful household
hints yourself please send them to . '
Helloeeze so we can shave them with your
fellow PCV’s! OR! T hiear the kettle
whistling! Imust fty. Good fuck to all and
whatever you do, don’t try to feed the
tookay shortbread... it irritates their
fragile digestive systems.

Carolyn Judge

VNARAM\
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‘A PCV Profile

Nickname:

Name: L'\"sm Wells
Where you come from: Alasho.

Stte: Damglhna, Swrn
And we should come visit you why?

\oorder
W you're froon Nebomsta and yow're feehin

A \nornesicl, tome cn d
“A farang moment”
e e Shadants Singy “AE yow've hopey and yen baow &lr wrag
How you like Thai food? .
conked

Weirdest thing you started doing here that you never did hefore?
eating lnsets (on purpose

Favorite Thai word? | 91 =xe-

no ’

Free time _X ves How do you spend t? G el reu‘.{v\ﬁ

Roommates? ine o, N

Last good movie: Stor Was

One thing you wish you brought but didn't:
Wy eroft upplies

Besides friends, families, pets and driving what do you miss most about the states?
Mewicomn Kood , togecsan ond. taese

Ten years from now, favorite memory:

| Sedng ol Yo Wile onvoan Wids -ofthr wepthme

Thot would be where?  Seuthern ER309,

neow Hae Cambedian

sy, UORL ledde Ve Vaowne

“hd pl

(one of those times when your laughing and no one else s, or vice versa)

D Our rounds ...

A PCV Profile

e Hoalhic Trlee

Where you come from:

Site: F}"J Zo‘“

And we should come visit you why?

Becawe T }/wc,/ iy Aw j(/é/ ond ﬁuz’/&' /%a /n»f/ A

“A farang moment” (one of those times when your laughing and no one

ety moment Lip fure.
How you like Thai food?
bonds — yesh for S 7Z>'¢7

admF T
— L (]

7}() ée‘{ - el / ’?é
That would be where?
J. lees

Pl eotn v

Weirdest thmg you started doing here that you never did before?

Favorite Thai word?

L/

Free time ___yes

ba,ﬂ&n J5 : i
Roommotes? /. ;20,05 ra\”iLI/ mackes @J—éﬁ%- 93, //W
7 C

Last good ouie: i
0@ /j otk /, j‘om) .
ne thmg you wish you broug

__no How do you spend it?

e i
t but didn't: |

Besides friends, families, pets and driving what do you miss most about the states?

)ﬁaﬁ‘ /Zm{ ond S

Ten years from now, favorite memory:

That @Wy/f hot” seems g0 m/vm/mé gt T

NMordt

cathtly B rif

Nicknarne: C!wmlyu\ - z(f:l' jﬂ’bf»'{/ In bt 'I/‘ﬂ//«m‘f}‘n

ond Aé//z? /*‘-’/27 75'7/5
§ Merfheast 4,y 7

Esran -

else is, or vice versa)

’7’:? bugs behrre Sgw«%}*? J‘D/e!;/

sy

IGUT \«j’ G)" th ﬁ?ﬁ//ﬂnJ
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Personals |

Look, Look, Look, Looking out my Office Window - Sara Peoples

It has not yet ceased to astound me how remarkable my office window is. The
first, and probably the most remarkable thing about it, is that'in rr‘\y first job out of
college, T HAVE an office window...some of the professors at my university did not
even have that. Now, of course, it is not the window itself that astounds me. It is
your typical wood and glass Thai window that pushes out fo let ‘rheLbr'eeze and the
mosquitoes in, and pulls closed to retain some of the precious air ¢ nditioning in the
building (although the office door is usually'left open, which confuses me). At any
rate, the window itself is not atypical, but what I get the chance fo watch every day
has become one of my favorite parts of Thailand.

The streets that run by my Tessaban office are very worris‘ome to me,
especially when I have to cross the rather large intersection by foot, but watching
it from the cool quiet of my office does give a more peaceful aspect to the chaos
below. The fumes of the song-taows are gone, and the groan of ﬂ}e motorcycles-
turned-mini-vans struggling with their awesome loads becomes a s?f*r, mellow sound.
T have the inclination and the time to think about the possible stories of some of
the people who ride by my office window, and the longing for mear&ngfu‘i‘

conversation with them draws me further into my Thai language workbook.

Around 3:00 each day, my intersection begins to change noJiceably. Umbrella
flowers begin to pop up, and metal tables start to glitter in the sun like an offering
of flowers and gold leaves to Buddha. As the umbrella flowers multiply, steam and
smoke become the incense and the offering is complete. The metal, mechanical
sounds of the day are replaced by the soft hum and sizzle of human noises, creating
more of a chant than a drone. By 4:30, there is just moving mass of color where a
street used to be. People walk there now instead of riding unthinkingly over its hot
blacktop, and share their stories for the day with each-other. -The dirty street
becomes beautiful, and the solitary riders become social addicts, craving people and
life..flowers blooming in the city. It is the Thai's truest and mosT‘ sincere offering
to Buddha . .. it is the substance and the sustenance of their lives. -

We have all seen some of the questions the Thai education [department puts
on the Nafional English Test. Two group 113ers humbly suggest that this question,
based on reality, be added to the next edition of the test under the “culture”
section. ‘

You are driving down the highway in Non Din Dang with your twelve closest:
relatives and friends on your motercycle. In the distance, you see what seems to be
two lines of people walking down the side of the road. As you get|closer, you see
that these are no two ordinary lines of people . .. they are some aof the strangest
farangs you have ever seen! You notice that the last first and the last pairs are
wearing matching sets of footwear. The second pair of farangs irL!ine are both

wearing red Songkran shirts, and the third pair are both wearing bright yellow

|



" Personals

shirts with thirty-six farangs on the back. Each member of this strange party has a
rather large backpack as well. These people are: '
A. longing for uniforms to better fit in to Thai culture. - .
B. the new missionaries in town who decided the monks had good idea with
the free food each morning and are trying to get in on the rqeri‘r making too.
C. the CIA's really bad attempt at looking “inconspicuous” and blending in with

— )
l ~ Look -Sara Peoples

the local culture.

D. eight PCVs walking to the bus stop from Jordan's house in Non Din Dang -

JING JING!

~ Because I truly care about your
. safety and wellbeing, I thought that I

. should bring a certain productto your
attention—a product that my neighbor’s
wife purchased for her husband’s sore
throat. This product is Nin Jiom Pei Pa
Koa (Cough Syrup), produced by the Nin
Jiom Medicine Manufactory based out of
Hong Kong. While ] am certainly a fan
of holistic medicine and homeopathic
healing (and assuredly have no intention
of slandering this product or its
company), I was taken aback by a certain

' ] ingredient in the cough syrup: namely,
Ass glue. Somewhere between the
ingredients Ginger and Menthol (see the
enclosed label), Ass glue is included (one
would hope) for some reason. Now,
after many a meditation and much deep
thinking on Existence and the nature of
Ass glue, I seemed to have come to an
impasse and seemingly have more
questions than when I started out on this
quest for Truth and Certainty.

' First, I asked myself what
beneficial qualities could Ass glue have
and what ailments can it potentially
alleviate? However, I later realized that I
was getting far ahead of myself. Really,
what is Ass glue, and is it even possible .
for us to know? I thought back to those
thinkers of a time since past. '

- Ireasoned that Kant would most
likely say that we can never really know.
what Ass glue is as an existing entity in
and of itself, but rather, only how we
perceive and relate to Ass glue.

BECAHSE [ CARE. ASS QUUEAND THE MATURE OF THE UNIVERSE - Devin

|

Nietzsche would probably say that Ass
glue is a will to powet
revolution of chaotic ?rtis’cry wishing to
fulfill its own existence. Closer to home,
perhaps Buddha Wo%d liken Ass glue to
the arrow in Buddha's Parable of the

Arrow, thereby releg‘ ting the issue(s) of

' Ass glue to the abyss of non-edification,

where such endeavors of enlightenument
only exert themselves as ephemeral and
non-momentary. Or, I thought that this
perhaps is a long-lost Zen Koan of sorts;
a luminous, clandestine master, asking
us, “What is Ass glue?” “No
really...whatis Ass glue?”

As for me, qu stions still abound.
Is Ass glue a glue used for one’s ass or an

~ ass used for one’s glue? As for the

former, why would ?ne’s ass need glue,
and for the latter, what (or whose) ass
could be The Ass in?he Ass glue? In The
End, do we all just ex}d up as Ass glue? I
shudder to think. And to make matters
even worse, it troubles me that I have
burdened you to beat the cross of this
enigma, this vicious conundrum, and
that many a sleepless night of yours will
be riddled and plagued, devoted to this
quandary. On that Aote, I wish you well
and continued peaceLon The Path. '‘And
by the way, my neighbor’s sore throat -
has completely healed. I think the Ass
glue may have helped.

of an independent -
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o mokning un - Rachel Ekolnik

...a time with god. §till in my morning feg, U drag my feet to the bathroom, as my
thoughts stay in bed. U brush my teeth with my eyes closed, avoiding the sting from the

xising sun. Jaking a deep breath, T wish myself a ‘good morning” and splash water on
my heayy eyes. nd then the debate. U have it every morning. Zo ot not? Vwant to go. .
Really U do. 2 know it will feel good. U know it will give me energy. dftelp me wit the
day. Znd yet my legs feel like lead and my pillow cries fro my return. "Just get dressed
and go,” 1 say to myself. ‘once your shoes axe on and you'ze out the [door...gfth, it ll feel
50 good..."” &o, U dress, throwing on some bassfilled hip hop to get me inspired. Darely
making it through half of the fixst song, Q wor;cle‘t why 9 bothered with the music as Q
lock my door and ﬁeqd out....
Jhose fiest few steps...s0 hard but 30 good. cJhen the tythmn sinks in and U want to {78

: d‘lombzg glo'g at its fineAt.

fin Unsolicited .02 - John Gieschen

, T'm sitting in the office mulling things
over. Anyone else feeling like a game winner one
day and the game ball the next? Anyone feeling
mild paranoia that everyone is talking about you,
yet you're never really sure? Things certainly get
easier as time runs by, but the treadmill seems
kicked up a notch or two higher than I want at
times. Yet, then thete's the moment in a bus
station when the language flows like water and -
someone tells you how happy and proud they are
that you've come to their country.

As in golf, it only takes that one great
shot on the last hole of the day for all the
incredibly horrible ones you'made all morning to
fade into memory. I am sure there is a non-golf .
metaphor too, but what can I say, I even like
watching it on TV.

Well, we are all working now. Though
we 113ers remain a little green and wet behind
the ears, we're also getting the real taste of things.
Some things taste sweet while others not so
much. Unfortunately for me, an aspect of my
personality is drifting into anger when I am
frustrated and tired. My mom says it's the Irish in
me, but rationally, I think it is more simply a lack
of effort. One of the Buddhist concepts I
appreciate is the idea that each person is
responsible for managing theiremotions and
responses. And, that this personal accountability
and ability is the key for living 2 worthwhile life.
It means recognizing discord and suffering at any
level is a product of our response to a situation,
not the situation itself. I think the way survivors
of horrible situations are lauded for handling
diversity and moving on productively
demonstrates this idea is not just a Buddhist
concept. '

i

Unfortunately, I am still working on
getting my responses.more responsibly managed.
Lately, when L have felt anger rising in situations,
or after the fact, I have tried looking at its cause
and manifestation and have noticed some
interesting things. Scapégoating seems to be the.
sidekick of anger. In timf‘:s when I have felt
myself growing hard and combative, I realize I
look outside myself for the external cause of my
discomfort and scheme of eliminating it. Maybe
telling someone off, or urgently exiting the
situation, or maybe tryi
control over the situation.

Yet, all of thorle efforts are
demonstrably futile. Whether I feel I have gained
the upper hand or simply beat a hasty exit, the
anger and frustration dnfy follow me home,
brooding in my imagination. No matter what I
try, I can't leave them back at the scene nor can I
transfer them back on the offender. They simply
follow me. They only finally dissipate with time
and distraction, both things changing my internal
condition, not the external situation.

In this pressu%e’ cooker cross-cultural

to exert some sort of

situation a desire for scapegoating easily becomes
projected: If only people didn't do this or that.
‘Why is this culture so fr%.xstrating? I just wish
people would meet me half way. Everyone at the
office is driving me nuts.

We all deal with these frustrations, and
frustration they are indeed - and not simple or
trivial ones either. Each|day for every few steps
in the sunishine follow a|few steps back froma
smack down. Back and forth, up and down, the
cycle is tiring.

My feet dance through the street and  feel free. 2 thank god for tJ e gift - the ability
" to use my body. gfly legs move me into a sweat, deep breathing and|muscles burning...

\—/-
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Unsoliceted .02 ~ John 6

1t seems two methods of coping are
available: endure or negate. Endurance is the
medel I am most familiar with: stick with it, keep
your head down, set milestones, see the interim
goals, get through the bad and appreciate the
good. But this approach is so draining with its
many peaks and valleys. It leaves me begging
the question - what is the point? Why work for
the good if the bad must follow? Why revel in the
triumphs, only to be sent reeling in failures. Why
is there so much effort, yet such flaky and
unreliable results? With all the capacity of human
beings, there must be some better way.

e

really responsible in that situation, the button
pusher or the person who made a button available

to be pushed? If we don't ¥
make one and then make i

vant it pushed, why
t accessible for

pushing? No matter who the pusher is, the button

is always ours.

Identifying our pmotional triggers can

help us put aside wasteful langer. Mastering our
emotions and their manifestations can help us
ook through an unpleasaqt situation and make it
one for decision making, 2 time for reason
instead of ungrounded paésion. Passion has its

place, but fueling anger is‘ not one of them.
Managing our reactions and emotions gives us
the ability to manage the energy we expend.
Instead of feeding unproductive anger and
frustration, our energy could be used for
dismantling more buttons|and ensuring new ones
don't arise. Then, we can see clearly.

Still working on implementing this

Negation seems a wiser path, yet
dauntingly difficult in practice. Negation sounds,
well, negative. But that is not how I intend it,
quite the contrary. I mean taking control over the
things that push your pendulum either way.
Seeing them as they head in and deflecting them
from your poise. Like a jet plane's decoy for a
heat-seeking missile, an effective defense that
negates the threat before impact. We all use the
phrase: "he is pushing my buttons." But who is

myself. ;)

Fust and unsolicited .02

A Letter from Devin

Dear Friends, ‘

1 was just about to leave the office when 2 thunderstorm began, bringing with it heavy rains.
Luckily, a neighbor was tlose by and offered to drive me back to my house. I decided to go with my
neighbor and leave my bike at the office, presenting me with the obstacle of how I would get back to my
office the next day without a bike. The next morning, I decided to walk to the office (where my bike was
' located) and bike back to my house (as usual) that evening. The office is not extremely far away from my

house, but dressed “riap roy,” paired with the addition of the heat and the questionably rabid dogs, the idea

of walking was never all that appealing to me (and wouldn’t be to most Thais, as well, as you may have

already noticed). However, it was a good walk (which Inow often repeat), and an|even better experience.
Walking allowed me the opportunity to observe my village more closely, more carefully, and to
speak with those individuals I previously could only wave to while passing by. on my bicycle. Iwas able to
encounter those people, places, and things that X had previously only sped past. Seemingly, the more ‘

; momentum 1 had on my bicycle, the less motivation I had to actually iftvolve myse f in that which I was
passing. By changing my pace, suddenly everything became much more accessible, approachable. Also, I
. think that it made me more approachable, as well.
1 think that we may find that it is the simple (not to be confused with the ensy) things that yield the

most significant results and allow what is most consequential to transpire, or perh:I;s more accurately, to

inspire. For me, something more came out of the experience of that walk—some memory that lost its
bearing—some metaphor that lost its way. ) :

' Irealized that I might have.been forgetting to remind myself of the importance, and awareness, of
the journey in addition to the destination. Previously, I was oftentimes thinking efﬁciency: quantity (of
time) in place of quality (of experience, or at least, particular experience). And, it/is because I want to have
l guality time in Thailand that I need to remember the distinction between these two aspects. Thai people

certainly have a concept of this distinction, or rather, many concepts of this. Reaﬁy, what I am speaking of
is indirectness, or at least a form of it. :

‘ Indirectness, as I'm sure you have observed and experienced, is part of Thai culture, and perhaps
even integral to Thai culture. However, usually, when we think of indirectness, think of our friend who
asks us if we’re tired, though in fact it is he himself who is sleepy, thereby indirectly implying that it is time .
for us to return home so that he can go to sleep. This form of indirectness is one that is difficult to adapt to
and oftentimes proves frustrating, and deserves an entire piece devoted to broachin its subject—something
that I won’t do here. However, I would like to illumine another, oft neglected form of indirectness that,
though most likely similarly difficult to adapt to, can be quite beautiful, quite insﬂiring.

This is the indirectness of motion, of fluidity—though not one anchored sL)lely to the realms of

physics and the mathematics of life; rather, this is the motion of cultural and existential origin. I'like to
think that many Thais oftentimes travel like water through their physical, mental, emotional, and spiritual
landscapes. Needless to say, that can imply many things, not all of thern being positive. Many of us
immediately think of this as the “path of least resistance,” and oftentimes it very well may be. However,

|



— - Personals

A Letter from Devin

. alternatively, travelling the road of indirection may also be the “road less traveled,” spmething that we,

ourselves, may relate to and seemingly appreciate. There are many facets of these concepts of indirectness
that I have already, inevitably unearthed, and I don’t want to try to speak to, or distill, them all. Ialso think
there looms a larger issue of defining and differentiating indirection and misdirection. However, again, I
won’t do that here; that is perhaps 2 personal endeavor for our own initiative.

‘Nevertheless, I would like to emphasize that, depending on the situation and|one’s intuition, it is
important (especially being a Thailand Peace Corps Volunteer) to understand and alipw oneself the same
fluidity at times: the ability to be indirect in one’s determination, resolve, and expectations. And
sometimes, that even means disbanding and/or disengaging oneself from one’s dete; ination, resolve, and
expectations. So, again, we’re back to focussing on, stressing even, the (oftentimes indirect) journey
towards our destination, and perhaps how our destination may sometimes works beﬁj@r initially as an
aspiration. As water—as drops of water in vast Thai waters—we must trust the guidance of the moon (the
magnetism of multicultural experimentation, adaptation, integration), ourselves (as 4 conduit and archetype
of our individual culture and our own person), and the Thai panoramic before us (which relates to our
function, being, and circumstance of our environment). We must go where we are going, knowingly or not,
and where we are inevitably becoming. Frequently, we will travel the road of serengipity, and will
consequently be the keepers of mystery, entrusted with preserving the mysteries far peyond our naming.
Oftentimes, this is a road of undetermined motion.

This concept of undetermined motion is built into the Thai language as well as the culture. A good
friend of mine, a socia} scientist, frequently used to remind me that, “Language imbues culture.” Thereisa
word/phrase in the Thai language that basically means to maintain one’s present course of action, to “Keep
on keeping on,” in this sense. When someone asks where one is going or what one 1s doing, oftentimes you
hear this reply. A lot of Thais are just going along for the ride, which doesn’t mean|there isn’t a
destination; it just means that there isn’t'a necessary, immediate, or even realized destination.
Intrapersonally, this may be the journey towards spiritual and existential oneness, ifjnot simply a shared,
corroborated disposition. Interpersonally, this is seemingly a cultural condition that has been all ocated to
convention. And, I'm sure you’ve experienced this latter facet in your day-to-day exchange, be it while
thinking, conversing, travelling, etc.

. Sometimes, a quarter of a kilometer (walking or driving) can take an hour dr two (dnd then a few
more): time in someone’s house for tea, looking at their fruit trees, talking about their children, anything,
everything. Oftentimes, the walk to my neighbor’s house to eat dinner (which is literally a 3-minute walk
to the end of my street) can take over an hour. At first (especially before one becomes attuned to “Thai
Time” with its licenses and liberties), this can be stressful. However, the sharing o  stories, cultures, and
time (which is particularly integral to the journey/destination concept), along the way to our destination, is
equally important (and I even think part of our responsibility and privilege as Peace Corps Volunteers).

Consequently, I especially hope that we are learning the lessons that Thailand is teiching us about Time,

however we define it in our lives. - .

For most of us, we are brought up with the idea that time, categorically, is ¢ quantity to spend (E.g.,
“T spent two hours looking for my keys.” “We spent half a day at the museum.”). My current experiences
are helping me to remember that time can also be a guality to share. Time does not need to be the spatial
definition between two points of occurrence or transpiration; time does not need to|be of the essence, rather,
time can be the essence itself. .

After being in our villages for some time now, we may find that we are so etimes living in our
villages more than Yiving with our villages. Sometimes, we may find this true about ourselves and our own
intrapersonal presence. Fortunately, there’s still so much left for us to learn, experjence, and perhaps most
importantly, share. B ’

Certainly, I'm not trying to preach to you or remind you of that which you/already know. If
anything, this is a reminder to myself. However, based on various conversations that I've had with many of
you, I know that a lot of us are encountering and engaging these very issues. And fhat’s the motivation for
writing this letter, for speaking to awareness and our attendance to being aware, especially of our jouneys
and not solely their ends. ‘ '

The call to awareness is everywhere: in the people we meet, the meditations we do, the poetry we
write, the roads we walk. This simple call to being seems oftentimes our most sednctive temptress, yet that
Which is perhaps most evasive in the wake of how we value (and have been taught|to value) this life. There
is a poetry and wisdom around us, within us, and even it asks us to honor, that which at great speeds, we
miay hastily consider prosaic. The Buddha urged us to be “lamps unto ourselves.” | I hope the light you
shine will illuminate that very poetry and wisdom undoubtedly adjoining your path.

These are just some thoughts I wanted to share with you. For as we were recently reminded,

“[I]t is fmportant that awake people be awake, or a breaking line may discourage them back to sleep;
i ‘the signals we give yes or no, or maybe—
should be clear: the darkness around us is deep.”
--William Stafford

Still, I think that we will find that the capacity of light can penetrate an even greater depth....
Peace to You on Your Journey, Friends - Devin

o T —— T — —
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My gut is curdling
...maybe I'm sick
Truth-
I don’t want to go back in that room
All those dark-eyed faces
staring up at me

Expecting, waiting, anticipating
For the lift off

This is my job ‘

Launch them to the sky

Soar through possibilities
Curiosities delight

But making that spark...
How... '
What can { do?
What if | they laugh at me?
Or worse, )
What if they don't?
What if | bore them to tears?
| can’t control them- those 32 squirming
bodies

Each one deserves three of me
| am a mother with too many mouths to feed.

Tightropetally
I've just sort of figured out what it is that | do
Day divided thotigh none quite the same
Each a delicate balance of time
work too little

work too much

Is it ever quite enough?

Yes.

Yes | say

And then | say no

when it's asked “oh and could you just...”
Each day after day \\._

One more class turns to Theee
Tutor monks, kids, teachers-'sure
NO time for me '
Tee-ow, tee-ow hip-hin hoo-tay
But oh Sad

to be alone

For 3 just one day

Balance :

F Yes, it is the walk of the gods
And while 'm no such god

I pray for the grace

To lay down the line

And still save face

Education
Who's in command?
Two littlelhands
Mind for a|motor
Thoughts for 3 map
Cutiosity is|the fuel
interest at the wheel
Turn left
Turn right
Go strgight

But.|. .

My cholcg is not
Your choice

Dragged down a road
slow strangling
the dtive
Stripped baye, naked
No more lyst for life

So who's in command?
~ of the unraveling
mysteries of the mind ‘
Your mind
My mind
Give back the
© Power |
For each to set upon his journey
For each to {ay his own tracks

"waiting”.

Avyear...

...More than 3 year
A culmination of my upbringing and a
delicate adaptation to circumstances that
surround
Melding
An apprecigtion for the unfamiliar
And a quest'to fit in
An intimate relationship stems
Out from soils of strangeness
Unexpectedly, grains are no longer foreign
Unconditional

love evolves
Intentions tailor

A shift

in Alm
effectiveness moves
to Attentiveness

| realize all the “waiting” wasn’t waiting at all
But 3 production in it’s own right
A frame, 3 foundation
- Culture in context
The fitting of the 500 pieces

g My s
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Dear Fang Dee Dee,

Children are coming to my house 24-7
wanting to play. They stand outside my
house and yell my name morning, noon and
night. I can't eat, I can't sleep, I can't think.
When I close my eyes to try and sleep, 1
dream about children shouting my name.
Please help me so I can rest easily again.
-Frazzled

Dear Frazzled: -

Unlike mosquito bites which go away
when you ighore them, Thai children
have been known to stand outside a farang's
house for a record breaking six and a half
years. You have several options at this point,
but first you must decide if you want them
there af a/l. If you enjoy playing with the
neighborhood children, just not all the time,
here's a trick that works every time. Talk
with the children, and agree upon a time when
you will play with them. When the children
show up early (and they will), tell them that
you cannot play until your house has been
cleaned. Then invite them in, and give one
child the broom, one the mop, one the duster,
one the sponge and pinesol, etc. It's a win-win
situation for you, either they go away, or your
house gets cleaned for free.

If you don't want to play with them at
all, Ms. Fang Dee Dee suggests using the
"scary farang” technique. This is simple to
implement, as Thai children are easily
frightened. They are especially frightened by
the English language, so your number one line
of defense is to speak rapidly to them in
English, and then look expectantly for an
answer. However, some children may be
unusually persistent, launch the counter-
measure "giggle and swoon” and remain firmly
planted on your doorstep. It's then time to
introduce your second weapon, the “rabid dog
impersonation” technique. (Self-explanatory).
The advantage of this one is that you get to
listen to the most interesting rumors about
yourself in the market for at least a good
month or so. If the children s7i//don't go
away, there's always the voodoo approach, but
I don't recommend its use by untrained
professionals. (My neighbor once snipped a
lock of hair from her cheating boyfriend, but
the only thing to die was the timing belt in his
Ford. Puhh-lease. A Ford? I callit good luck
if that's the only thing that breaks.)

If you are more of the passive-
aggressive type, I suggest closing all the
curtains, and turning up the sterec until you
are no longer aware of the children. I won't
guarantee that the children will go away, but
i1l help your sanity. Your other optionis to
create a diversion. Yes, something that is
even more exciting than a farang. And what
could that be? According to the 4™ law of
thermodynamics, the attpraction between a
child and a mud puddle /s["equal to the age of
the child times the square root of the volume
of water in the mud puddie. Ms. Fang Dee
Dee understands that some of you may not be
near a big open field of dirt. In which case,
*if you can't beat ‘em, join 'em.” Ms. Fang Dee
Dee recommends Ultimate Frisbee, as this
wears them out the fastest. Contrary to
popular belief, children's energy levels are
actually finite. If you engage them in a four-
hour tournament, chances are good that both
you and the children willl sleep very well that
night.

Dear Fang Dee Dee,

Why do the Tookay’s droppings have that
little white thing at the end?

Thank you very much,
-Tookay dropping-picker-upper

Dear Droppings:
FYI, Tookay droppings are approximately 1-3
inches long; § -3/4" wide, solid black and omit
a foul odor. The size of the drop being
determined by the size|of the dropper.
Geckos on ‘Thgﬁgnd deliver tiny turds with

accenting white endings that are the urine of -

said dropee, As you may have noticed these
have a-tendancy to adhere themselves to the
drop zone and removal may quite difficult if
left unattended for to long of a period.
Tmmediate picker-upper skills are
recommended to avoid white areas on tile
floors.

Ms. Fang Dee Dee's quote of the day:
“Eagles may soar, but weasels don't get sucked
into jet engines.”

D,
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Spotlight.

Contrary Questions

At the wrong time.

The benefit's self-evident
Coming from tny mind.

Mitch-isms

Holding forth my words
On a gilded platter,
Swatting away yours,
Pseudo-sensical Clatter.

1. Everyone believes the crap [ say, but no-one
believes me when I tell the truth.

Did that hurt? 2. What you train people to do ¢an bite you in the

Wetl, some eggs must break, ass.

The omelet comes first,

The Chef will dictate. 3. Pocatello, Idaho is not a place for the mentally
fragile. Or it may be THE place|for the mentally

Close Curtain. fragile.

Without my words,

Wth?uc my thougfes 4. Cool friends are more important than cool places.

I't disarmed and

11 be caught

5. Popularity makes you soft.
0 a space uncomfortable,
In a vaCuutn Of attention, 6. Nice guys are just guys who haven't had the
Thoughts in suspensiob opportunities to be bastards.
T'tn yoving for distraction.
7. Road trips should be for only two people, three
tops.

Alone in the moonlight,
Looking for the spotlight.
Stahding with no audience,
Speaking with no consequence.

9. Love and lust are not fair.

10. If there is a heaven, I flope you can poop up
there.

April 3, 2545

If I close my eyes, I could almost

Feel ' ,

My baby brother's legs, sticky-sweet from the July su
Melt ‘ '
Against mine as the sun set
Cool

Over the rice fields flying by
Bringing '

Small stars of enlightenment in the back of a truck,
Where .

The child met the adult and gave
Birth '

To Peace.

By: Sara Peopies

—~N"N
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8.1 want America to have 86 states and 15 colonies.
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. A series I wrote during my vacation in San Francisco October
2001 - Chris Wagner AT E AR e e e w e

T
T

vasc—y

san fran art mstxtute
et

student-big-speak-easy

on top of san fran-art-institute--
retro-star-trek, a perspective and dialogue
while diego rivera dies in the forum.

san-fran-greek-city opens to the sea
her forgotten lore, intellectuals, open space
: who is keeping up?

these are the generations
for the making up of time
but most of this is non-sense, artists
in full bellies with pop’s money

where is the sense of time-less-ness
to make the art dance and sing
with any kind of earnestness.

they’re at tables, smokes and headphones,
someone must be paying attention,
these are the real guys, the city, the time—

1 know I'm making rash judgments,
" someone please be rash—

who’s in charge

who’s giving the grades?

~—

1° and 2™ loves in san francisco
T S A R

she has light brown freckles

her irish accent hangs on each word
then the end of each sentence

she is beautiful. "

her arms thicken where her sleeves roll up,
shit, I even find it hard to talk to her—

i can’t eat half my angel hair pasta,

though I've ordered another beer to go -
an~ -yill take the last two rolls with me.
i’m with you jack reading

bums again under ancient berkley trees
and I apologize for what I said

about you drinking yourself to death

and going back to the church.

i didn’t realize how hard life can be.

tomorrow I go to muir’s woods to tromp
over snyder’s fallen logs and this aﬂemoon
1’11 go to ginsberg’s house,
brochure say it’s where he wrote HOWL
hell, I don’t want to miss that picture!

she’s back again, says she also likes dark beer,
of course she does, ’'m never clever...

i’ve fallen in love again today for the second time,
you were the first and now an irish girl,

and i’ve never been in love with an irish girl.

30

taoist
butterfly

buttons
HKeke
from coit
tower- quiet
body exhausted, on top of
thoughts, clear and heartpounds,
man sitting next to me silent
sewing buttons on his flannel—
our “know words” acknowledgment,

just sit, write if T want, meditate,

quiet breathing in the swpat-stuck-shirt

cold in the breeze where|this part of the city

feels different, expansive, a jumping off point

to the bay and muir’s woods tomorrow—butterflies
descend

dance in gold-yellow-burmed orange agamst

black skeleton edged skin loop around

each other in spirals a tagist would take note of

and nod.

from the jumping off ppint:
(X e o em e s o :
ireally can’t say it’s lonely~
it’s really more of a sad tick,
knowing i’'m here alone+

my other self would be inconsolable
without you by my side——

and now I am here—
and there comes a sincere wish
we could share this together—

play witness to the bay and butterflies

and be lovers in silent'san francisco fog—

it all lets me know I cou{d always awaken to more—
and there of course is the rub.

because of this I know Iiwill loveagain—

and love well the next time a moon rises!

and moons rise! a partner presents a self

and the cycle of shared space, another perspective,
kisses and smells, stories and shopping habits—

the sitting quiet and silent messaging begins again—
yes, oo
yes, all of this is well, because I am well,

" if not a little aged and romantic in order

to know the beauty again and get over the hump.

1’m visiting america’s ports like
some kind of Whitman—-
content to attend the poetry reading
alone, alive, and well

while knowing
you would like it too.
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A PCV Profile e/g/f/a

Name: Sue Green Nickname: Greent€ , madame.
RN f%nlf/fmﬁﬁ 1sl0Usin '

Site: kmphuy Khong That would be where? 1% hV’ 'FV‘DW\ Khrovat
And we should come visit you why? o .

E‘Q@‘LLT@ khwo_,‘ un‘ [‘1"{4\1, }@‘3 ) M,;"} & f &V.«(,‘.v'“ 4 E”.L J»J(

“A f aroang moment” (one of those times when your laughing and no one else i

Ewngly
dm 3\\,\(9&:\;» ghsha ﬁv\,&gﬂ- fn Khawjr o Fhe DWS Cheer lexde

How you like Thai food’
Mia, bkt . -

Welrdesl: thing you started doing here that you never did before’

L.oo\u»v\:) : \V\su,b w/aM L),J(,\;\‘ \orﬂ?

Favorite Thai word?

Free time A yes __ no How do you spend it? \(‘%
Roommates? 9 TDOKAU s, &0 30?»0‘&05, 2 hOhK\.y\ﬁ SPLAQ(/S
Last good movie: '

One thing you wish you brought but didn't:

Movle Cowmeren

Besides friends, families, pets and dnvmg whot do you miss most about the states?
E:V\;\S\f Sh \-wawwae, 4 PD EA_S‘\' and boan v~3 Dndey stord
Ten years from now, favorite memory:

TU & \,tm A {Dkaﬂ.ws

Neviin

s, or vice versa)
WS

Slccm 3

o c\.{(iof\f)

A PCV Profile

Name: Mand ¢ Hocunaeme ‘ Nickname: Wh'ain ons Moy ", M
Where you come from: Pnecva, Fue Lo t’nAme,L
Site: (‘\,\\mgb o, Phat 160 That would be where?

- Woy Newy

And we should come visit you why?

Mountains . Nodionad . pare, Woktra il and We!
“A farang moment” - (one of those times when your laughing and no one else

wWhich one?1?

How you like Thai food? ¢
| )(Wj A\m Lyivo ! g o el

Weirdest thing you started doing here that you never did before?

> s, or vice versa)

Wt (ll%)) Y\_upk'; — [/Lelrff LU/’M[ don't "/77/4/ ?//‘(Y/(F /7({"75/51hﬁ

Favorite Thai word?
Free time __v_‘/yes ___no How do you spend it? \/C‘l LU’)‘{'(C’P’ | ﬂ@
Reommates? § o 5

Last good
ost good movie: CC LW\j( oF MU‘MC C(ISJrO
One thing you wish you brought but didn't:

Czaards, Paks My \:)u\%s Spiders + SonleHmes people

| broygpt  (F alfl - Even Yhe unversal ging stopper b

Besides friends, families, pets and driving what do you miss most about the states?

ééﬁw Casm {

Ten years from now, favorite memory

i W\‘ U’\‘ (Mﬁ Q\(U(\f\/(\((\\\ﬁ”"’\é »\“\“\ (\\\
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HAIR APPARENT

BY RUTH PODEN -

N
l)ictured below are the
distinctive heads of hair (in-
ciuding, in some instances,
beards, mustaches, and
eyebrows} of 11 famous in-
dividuals, past and present.
Can you provide the keys
to identify these locks?

. Answers, page 180

Found on Batman: The Animated Sertes Armor Set Halloween costume box:;. 2. The couples arrived July 3 at8 AMm.. 10 AM., noon,

PARENT: ‘Please éxertise caution—
mask and chest plate are not protective;
tape does not enahls wearer to fly.

more closely.

Parent: If your child
beltgves that a polyester -
shast enables flight, you
should probably examine
that Halloween candy

JULY 4 HOMECOMING %% -
BY R. H. DRAKE

The Clarks wers looking forward to July 4, when their six
sons, and their sons’ wives and children, were coming to
their Utah home for a holiday celebration organized by
their son Ron. Everyone was due to arrive July 3. Each
couple had one, two, or three children. From the following
clues, can you match the sons with their wives, determine |
how many children each couple had, deduce their time of
arrival, and figure out where each family lived?

1. One couple crossed no state or hational borders in
getting to the homecoming. - R :

' 2pM,3PM,and5PM.

3. The couples from Germany and Japan have the same I
number of children. :

" 4. George has only one child, a boy; Eileen has only two
girls; and Carol has only one girl. i

S, The son from Texas arrived at 10 AM. -

6. Pat, who hails from Wyoming, has three children and
did not arrive either first or fast. .

. 7. Frank flew in from Geimany and|arrived after hoon,
two hours after his brother from Japan. :

8. Bertand Bob don't have the same number of children. !
The son from Texas has one less chijd than the son from
Wyoming. The son from Arizona has one more child
than Frank, . 1

9. Wendy arrived after Jill, who arrived after Linda. But
Linda arrived before Eileen, who arrived before noon. .
10. Kejth drove all night and arrived before 10 AM. with ;
his three hungry children.

" 11. Bent packed his wife and two children into the car
that morning and arrived three hours after Frank. i
. Answer, page 1841




CALENDADL]

. ' Julys
1 7213]4 [5 6 L
. 8- Lisa McCabe’s Birthday
718 (9 11011 |12 |13 ~ Susan Green's Birthday
17- Shawn Green's Birthda
1415161718 19' 20 23- Aliko's Bisthday Y
212212324 (25 126 27 Roger Harmon'’s Birthday

~ SEPTEMBER

28-<Pornﬁp's Birthday

3

4 15

10

11 |12

(1-2) Staff Retreat (they will be out of the office§

17

(1) Joy’'s Birthday
(4) Tom McCabg’s Birthday '

18 119 |20 |21

O o~ N

Scott Renker’s Bifthday
September: o : (28) Rachael Skolnik’s Birthday
G.A.D. t-shirt contest S}lbmission’s due. (29) Lara Kellyls Birthday

Labor Day .
Sticky Rice Meeting/ Writer’s Workshop
Inspector General Leaves T : : v
Cherry Hitt’s Birthday .
11 John Daige’s Birthday
13 Ida Patella’s Birthday

21 Foreign Service exam

22 Sara People’s Birthday
29 Melissa Davine’s Birthday

—

24

(5) AOL PEACE PACK PROPOSALS DUE!

25 i
Deadline for the Forie ign Service Exam [112] §

126

(12) Her Magesty the Queen’s Birthday
(17) INSPECTOR GENERAL ARRIVES

Beware: there will be an Emergency Procedure test §

Who is the Inspector General?

The Inspector General will be visiting
Thailand to review the Peace Corps
Program. He will be visiting, roughly, 15
sites during his stay. ) :

Those PCV’s from 112 COS-ing in April pay attention!! - .
Those interested in Department of State Foreign Service register for the exam onli
www.state.gov . )



Libra

(September 23™ — October 23")

You may want to think thoroughly about matters of the heart.
Think again before you act. The consequences are bigger
than assumed. Your attitude is positive and strong, everyone
wants to be around you superstar!

$- - Thereis no hope.

{October 24" - November 21

You're on an emotional high. Things are changing in your
life—but for the better. Make sure tq keep all people close to
you iriformed—you never know when|they could lend a hand.
$~ Sorry Charlis—Pom/Chun bpen assasamack

Lave is blooming—but remain cautious.

“Work- My water has dirt in it... what Tou can do to fix that?

Love- Careful, it may bite, )
Work- Do you fike songs and games? | like songs and
games,
Scorpio
Love-
Sagittarius  (November 22™ — December 21%) - -

You're copstantly on the go—but foving every minute of it.
Your go with the flow attitude affects everyone around you. Be

sure to magke time for your jolly seff.
$- No way Jose.
Love- Groovin'

Work- There is a lot of love in teacher trainings.

| Capricorn

(December 22" _ |

persistence .- and optimism ke
. Correspondence from honie is abun
$- In about two years, maybe?
Love- Someone at the office?

you do for that?

Work is top priority. There will be 3 few roadblocks but your
eps  you  in
dant and won't stop soon.

Work-, 89...your co-workers teeth lare faliing out...what can

anuary 19%)

balance,

Aguarius

every freakin’ day!
$--Who neads money!?

{January 19" — February 18"

Your mind and heart are whirling. A change of scenery is
going to be drastic, but your cool attituide allows you {o come
out ahead. Good times with good friends are

Love—Interested in a cross-cultural exchangs?

surrounding you

3%

Work—\Who loves to teach English? You do, you do!

Pisces (February 19% .

| Your imagination soars, buf it may
of your quirky ideas.
words. Zip the lips.
$—Time to ask the fam.
Love—Negd some lovin'?

Work—What does Thailand need?

March 20%)

take time to convince others

Others confide in you, stick to your




Aries’ {March 21*-April 19™)

You've hever been more of a social butterfly. You may want to
tone down some of that-Thal enthusiasm. You will
undoubtedly be overwheimed with invites; be sure o keep
.your boundaries in check. The|emotional rolier-coaster is
headed your way: Deep Breaths.

Taurus (April 20" May 20™)

$- You just ain't got it.
Love- It's ontherise.
Work- Well...... you're in the Peace Corps

You are full of great ideas and meeting all the right people.
Finding the right words to get the message across is the
chailenge. Your patience and moods are struggling to stay in
balance-.don't get frustrated too easily...take it one day at a

time.

$- Nope, none for you.

Love- Timeforfriends® ®

Work- interested in an English camp?

" Cancer (June 22™ ~ July 22"

Gemini (May21™ - June 26™)
You are surrounded by tons of support and you need it fight
now. Keep asking all those questions, it will open many doors
for you...Be cautious of two friends wanting more than usual.
$- Hai Not likely!
Love- Your heart ain'tin it.
Work- Planting a garden?-

Following your instincts in those tough situations will yield in
_great results. Keep tabs on the home-front—they need you.
v ~ur mind and heart tell their best stories on paper—let it out.
— You may win the lottery~—doubtful. ’

Love~- Your current relationship just.keeps getting sweeter.
Work- How about a giant world map painted on a school?

Leo

- $-

Virgo - (August 23 - September 22™)

.. (July 23" ~ August 22")

You keep smiling even thougt
| days. Your energy is flowing b
close friends or your sweetheart—their advice will help.

Wham! Broke again?

Love- _ Afriend will turn lover?!

Work- Have you ever thoughi about being an English -
| teacher?

you are facing some: rough
in every which way. Talk t

o

Slow down and smell the fresh air. You are walking away just
as the fun starls. Next time stay a littie longer. Your social life
is on the upswing. Accept with a grin and have fun.

$- Volunteers don't have money
Love-  Couldn't be happier
Work- Think soap....




This list of superlatives for
Green, Mary Brown, and
Extender list was composed by consulting a

’Most i'iap rioy —Jog
Bcs’c Post‘urc - Fctcr
Most ]ikclg to give everyone at site a C[iniquc make-over-
.Carolgn
Most cnlfgbtcned - John
Mos‘c maternal - To&d, Hca;’c}aer
_ Nicest eyes-| ara
Most wanted to be stranded with -Jean
Most ]ikc]g born to rock - Sarah Weaver
bcst moves ~ Scan
Most 12!«:15 to read every book in the Peace CorPs_]ibrarg -
Diana
Most iikcig to swim under the moon with bats - Randall
Most m«:]g to become an international couplc of mystery -
Michael and Melissa
\/cgct'arian mést ]ikclg to eat pcppc:roni - Lfsa
Most feared by scorpions ~-Tom
Most 1ii<c|9 to score - Jordan
M.V:ikclg to visit every country in the world -~ Rebecca
Best appcﬁitc for fru ity milk ~ Kc”g | amoureaux
Most likc[g to name her 5055 ‘Scabiag‘ and ’Labics'- Sara
Feoples
Most lll(cz‘lj to open a noodle stand outside thc SBA fyara
Joncs
Most Ilkcfg to be writing poetry about his testicles ~ Chris
Most Eikcfg to cmpa’chizc with zoo animals ~ Nathan
bcst hair- K.c”g Dixon
Nicest smile ~ lda e
Most resilient - Suzanne and Scott
Most Iovabic ~- l_ogan
Margo Man ~ Matt
Grandma Sue
E' ook~ay imPrcssxon/ "unicorn® grrl Marg
‘ Most Ilkclg to be aclmxmstratxvc]g scparatcd for rxcllng a
motorcycle ~ Mitch
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group 113 was written by Sue
Randall Beisecker. The 112 &
ouija board.

Foxiest ~ Shc”ic )
Most likc[g to return to the us yuit}w an adoP’cccl Thai child -
Jessi ‘
Folks we dearly miss - William and |_ezlic

Most Iikc]g to teach t'}'uz K uhn Yai’s to set up their own
Most likely to be on [TV promoting Thai curriculum- Gillian
Most likely to stop a meeting with her gum chewing- Rachael
Most Iikc@ to write a | hal vegetarian cpclcbook in T hai-
Anne
Most likclg to weara Hah:cr’uop and éaisg dukes to the
SB.A-Barb .
Most ]ikclg to be the next |Anne |_anders- Tom
Best 5P§ghctti— Sarah .
Most Iikclg to discover thd | use for ass 5luc— Devin

Most Iikclg to teach the TThais to surf-|_ani

Most Iﬂccfﬂ to never removie his goo& Juck strings~ Colin
Most Iikcl}j o sell hcrjcwc[rg on the shopping network~ Lori
K ‘ .
Most m«:}g to write a book about Thax’ words never to use at
the S.B.0O- John M .
Most I;kclg to still work in T hailand in 2044~ Jessica

Most hkc]g to be tI’vc Direttor of Dental [Fealth in Thailand- -
[ isa
Most contagious gfggk:—John D

Most ]ikclg to become Peace Cor}:s Directorin 2044~
Hcathcr
You spcak T hai don't you~ Jill

Most !f[cclg to become a talk show host- Chcrrg

Most |ii<:15 to write a book about “Sfmpfc Li\‘/ing,”~ F lizabeth
Most likclg to knock out alchild with a clipboard— Seott
Most Ifkclg to negotiate 4 beer C}‘zangs for1 00B instead of
three~ Stcvc
Most !ilcc[g to teach massage at Wat Fho— Karen

Most Jikcfy to leave Peace Corps andjoin a Hi” Tribe-] ori
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