


MARCH

Lanak

##% good information isgue ¥

.Xﬂ'

N

SN

NS Y
e LFT




1e
STICKY RICE March 12, 1978

Today at 6:00 p.m., Group 61 arrived., Sawadee and welcome

to Thailand. Group 62 also arrived. Actually, becauss .of,
the large group it was divided into two, with different training
sites as well., Choke dee,

Keep your rice together.
ed.

EDITORS OF STICKY RICE:

1) Dewey Weaver-  Audio Visual Sect., Dept. of Ag. Ext.,
Ministry of Ag. & Co-ops,
Rajdamnern Ave,, Bangkok,
2) Patty DotzenrodeSurinthorn School
Amphur Muang, Surin.
3) Bob Anderson- Rubber Research Center
Amphur Haad Yai, Songkhla,
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## Button-~Hole Punk #%
(News & Views from Pratunam)

The following is written in a form taken from Mason Williams,
Thank you Mason.

How about them TEFIL teachers
ain't they dizzy?

wearin' they earth shoes
givin' they guizzie,

givin' them € pluses
givin' them Dts

makin' them poor students
weak in they knees,

Look at them Bangkok bound
TEFL teachers

motivating 'neath the rain

some take a tour bus

some take a train,

Them low-baht, nc hope horney ole
TEFL teachers

down and out on Pat Pong Road

usin' up they rent money

gotta lighten the load,

How to be a TEFL teacher?
get ready to laugh-e

cat cher lunch at USOM
and ask Peace Corps staff,

«Campbell

A
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Those of us living in Thailand today are extremely fortunate +o have an op-
porturlty'to view Chert Songrie's production of IR LYY based on an original
story by~1uLyﬂGLﬂN who first started writing of Thal village 1ife over 40 years
agoa wla L has been widely acclaimed as the best® cinematic production ex-
pressing the meaning of“ﬁnquLﬁuTmﬂﬂ and will be promoted throughout the world
by the Thai government fop.' this reasom. It has been screened in four first-
rate theaters in Bangkok for over a month and is still commanding pscked houses
with extra seats. At the end of its first month in Bangkok it has earned over
ten million bahi and already rates as the biggest moneymaker in Thai cinema history,
even though it has yet to make it to the amphur and village level, where its
major audience exists. Kukrit Pramoj and other critics have stated thet its ~
leadlng lady, Nantang, is sure to win next yeap's osear for her performance as

LiUM in 2NN , which is her first film, and it is also predicted
that the male lead, Soraphong, will receiveéan unprecedented third consecutive
oscar for best actor for his portrayel of %m%@ .

Those viewers with a fine eye for detail will notice a great number of authentic
bits and pieces of traditional Thai village culture from the cpening IMY
seene until the finel death scene at the site of the village guardian spirit sheine.

The plot is a classic Romeo/Jduliet tragedy of star-crossed lovers set in the
rice Tields of Bankapi (now a suberb of Bangkok) in the early 1930's, The lovers'
parents are old enemies due to the fact that the girl's mother loved the boy's
father, but married the kamnan .instead for his money and he, along with the
regty - of the village,knows this fact. The early part of the film shows.a vexy.:
typical village couriship pattern, as %5@ woos &?ﬂu by singing lines
from a Thai opers (glﬂ) as they pass on their may {(who .are also in
love) aad as they work in the fizlds. This culminates in their vow to the
village guardian splrit to "love unto death, " whish actually should be under-
stood as a marriage in their eyes, for it must be remembered that there are no
Buddhist weddings and that once the guardian spirit has witnessed the vow, they
are "straight" with the spirit, and the village taboo on sex does not apply.
After her father discovers his daughter's love for his enemy's son, he sells
her to be a slave for a wealthy Bangkok socialite in order to regain his land "7
title mortgaged due to drinking and gambling debis. H,T fate, which comprises
the rest of the movie, is a tragic story of the lovers'! attempts to cope with the
reality of her duty to her father, love for her mother, the unsettling influence okl
entering Bangkok high sosiety, and her wow to %5@ which well illustrates
the classical Thai belief that one only loves once in a given lifeiime, The final
scene is an expression of the Buddhist belief that lovers with undying faith and
loyality will be reborn together in future lives., It is considered a sin to
kill or commit suicide, but one's intention {lanu4) determines the karma
resultant, It is also interesting to note that her mother's illness, caused
by grief at the loss of her daughter, is diagnosed by the village “doctor® as
spirit possession. When ﬁﬁ@ is at his wit's end, he asks for the spirits!
help in bringing back his lover. What follows is quite conceivable to a Thai;
she stirs in her sleep, remembers earlier happy times, and her brother arrives

q
non to take her home, where her dying mother has called for her.
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This would not be beyond the power of the spirits, no would it be viewed as
mere co-incidence by villagers.

There are many other examples of traditional Thai beliefs and pracitices through-
out this epic, which should prove educational for both farangs and Bangkokians.
If you'll notice the audience reactions, you will hear and feel a full renge of
emotions -, and may even notioce tears running down your cheeks, as there is not a
dry eys in the theater during the final scene. Probably due more to ﬁié s
father's shattered homs of seeing his son "in the orange cloth™ than to the lovers!
tragic end.

Chert Songsri has combined a goocd screenplay with excellent performances by
Nentana, Soraphong and several supporting actors, fine photography, and musics
The directing is very competent and offers Thai movie fans a first-rate film
with which they are obviously delighted.

Reviewed by Jim Hopkius

Chaiyaphum

APPRECIATING THAT CINEMA

Those wvolunteers who are seriously concerned about their effectiveness as a

P,C.V,. eventually come to the conclusion that a comprehensive understanding of
the host country culiture is the most significant factor contributing fto one's
success both on the "joh" and in terms of adjusting/adapting to the cross-
cultural challenge of heing a P.C.V.

As a result of one volunteer's experiences in viewing over a hundred Thai
moevies, 1t appears that viewing Thai movies can contribute to onef's understanding
of various aspects of ﬁ?ﬂutﬂuimu including the use of slang and idiomatic
expressions, the changing values of modern Thailand, the traditional beliefs cnd
their expression in daily life, the intricacies of Thai social relationships as
expressed in body language, speech patterns, and even the more subtle signifieance
of personal pronoun usage. While it is true that all these phendmena may be
observed in one's daily 1life, the inescapadble fact of being a farang creatss
alterations in the highly gituational behavior of the average Thai person.

The viewing of a Thai movie, therefore, is a contwrolled situation which provides
one wifh an opporitunity to observe Thai social-culiural psychology in an objective
manner, providing that the observer refrains from “readiﬁg" things into the movie
due to cultural bisas,

While it ie cbviously true that the technical quality of the Thai cinematic
productions is not as high as U.S. standards, it is absurd to verbalize gthno-
cultural arrogance to the extent of saying: "Thai movies? I saw one and that
was enroughi" as this writer has heard too many times form P.C.V.'s . “Foxr
those who would learn to appreciate Thai culiure through Thai cinema, it is
necessary to exsrcise discrimination in selecting from the considerable number of
films being produced,

Most Thai movies fall into one {or more of the following categories:

Gangster movies = In the past, this had been the most common type of Thei movie.
Very heavy on the fists, flying feet, and M-16's. Guaranteed to have loté of blood
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snarkling heavies with sadistic Snidely Whiplash laughs, geng rapes, and heros
(mostly Sombat) who save the day and "get the girl®™ in the end. Gangster movies
are either set in Bangkok, in the villages, or take the form of soldiers
fighting guerillas in black who are trying to sell the homeland to outsiders.
There movies are basically“ﬂQﬂLghg westernsd

Love Storiess=s=z====== Set either in Bangkok or’in the villages, these films a%¥

times move whole theaters of people to shed tears., The boys selling Chiclets
outside the theater also sell small packets of kleenex at these occasions,
Studedtc Storics== Are becoming very popular as moviemakers have realized that
students are a major market.

Contemporary Bangkok = This major grouping is becoming very popular &g moviemrlors

and audiences become more "modernized%, It includes rich girl/poor boy stories,
family dramas,and "some soclal commentary on changing values,

Fun/Mugical Stories = Weak on plot but very ﬂqﬂ with major pop singers doing
their big numbers (Don & Setta). Remember Pat Boone, Elvis, and the beach

party movies?

Comedies = All Thai movies evoke laughter, but these are silly, using word play,

slapstick, ATZinY’'s y etcs

L guick glance at the glossy photos displayed to advertise Thai movies will
enable one to easily discern the category or ityme of movie being considered.

There is no sure-fire way to select a "quality" movie, but bhe following
hints may prove useful:

1. Previews and photos usually classify the movie and indicate which of your
favorite stars are playing. Some of the best actors/actresses are making so
many movies that are weak in poot and dialogue that you can't select or
reject a2 movie bazed on the stars. Sombat has made some very good movies, while
two~time Oscar winner Soraphong is now making some movies not worthy of his name.

2. Cetain producers/directors are known to make few movies, but very good ones.
Notice this when you see an exceptionally good f£ilm.

3. Popular and best selling novels (Thai) are the basis for some of the best
films, but this is & little more difficult to know about.

4. Pind out what movies are the biggest money makers and then have extended
runs; this is a good indication of current tastes. Find out what filmg your
co-workers or students like. Go see those films and ask why they liked them.

Cautionl! Many Thais, especially educated ones, hold the view that Thai movics
are unsophisticated and not worthy of being seen. Some genuinely feel this wey
and others 1like 1o =ay it to farangs or educated Thais for the effect,
0f course, they don't tell you that they watch Thai movies on T.V. at night,
between "I Dream of Jeamnnie" and "Police Story". It is also very true that thse
majority of Thai people in provincial towns, amphurs, and villages are ardent
Thai cinema fans. If you don't believe that, just look at the newstands where
half the magazines are movie mags and look at what the people read. Even Thail
newspapers are full of ads and articles about movie stars., Krung Sriwilsy's
recent divorce made headlines on three Thal newspapers this month and they all
carried pictures of his new fan in a bikini on the Ifront page! Most Thaisg

know all about the stars, how old they are, who their minor wives are,
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who got pregnant by whom, etc. etfc.

Regarding plot development and the proliferation of sub-plots in the Thai
movies, it must be kept in mind that Thai classiecal drama (Ramakien) is usually
performed from dark until dawn in village wat fairs, and even then only a smell
portion of one particular sub-plot is presented. According to Buddhist
psychology, consciousness is a flowing stream of separate mental states, which
arise and pass away constantly. Life appears to be a series of scenes or events
which owe their momentary existence to the impermance of phenomena and the nature
of the pexception process of the human mind. Thoughts and emotions arise as
characters develop, costumes are changed, sub~plots emerge, and as the scene ends,
s0 do our feelings, being dependent on the conditicns. For the spectator whe
neither clings to what has passed, nor holds anxious expectations for what iz o
come, but rather abandons concern for time, it is possible %0 enjoy the present
scene in full appreciation of its uniqueness; irregardless of its relationship
$0 the rest of the movie,

For those of us who can leave our cultural taggage at home and open up to Hhc
meaning revealed in a Thai movie of any type, there is the possibility that
deeper insight into the nature of Thai culture may arise, and if that happens,
at least one of the goals of Peace Corps has been realized.

By Jim Hopkins
Chaiyaphum

****************************#***************#**

For Those Interested in TRANSCENDENTAL MEDITATION

The Association for the Age of Enlightenment (Thailand) offers two courses:
“Thg Sclence of Creative Intelligence"™ and "The Transcendental Meditation
Program,"aé taught by Maharishi Mahesh Yogi. The building is located on
16 Soi 44/1 Sukhumvit, Bangkok. Telephone 391~0142 for lessons in Thai.

For lessonsg in English, contact Dr. Sidney 8. Mitchell, who has a sub-center
on Phya Thal court, Aprt. D. Address: 65/2 Phya Thai Road, Bangkok 5. You

can telephone him at home (281-5956) or at his office (252-7986), His place
is within walking distance from the Peace Corps office,.

Lectures at the sub-center are on Fridays at 7:00 p.m. Please call there
before coming in to check., The first lecture is free, as an introduction +to the
courge, Your nexi 4 days must run consecutively, 1 - 2 hours per day or night.
The price is 10% of your monthly salary,

This provides a good learming opportunity in a short period of time and can
be done while in Bangkok for business. If you are interested, please call

and bring & new, white handkerchief. Happy Meditatingliisi

?.Rf - J ujﬁ%@rnman+' +our bus
trocks P4=F \ k siaticn

— =t . J !

+ ik, PHUE THA) Rer D
g'ﬂ l

by ¢ oukY

Lo

inulk
\¢u>

S

L‘lL ey 03:;\ u

Ha <

S0 Gaof
S 4

<
-}

[_%

!



pue ‘gquuued ‘suvsqidunu aoJ ‘edexord eouc UT Joyledol pPOXTU oJB

SUTEJIEs € 38T 4v suweqfor Io0d *mHL ST 18500 YL *TsBJI SUO UO
osn a0J pood 8T PUB pees/UNTqOoZTUL qQlL=c0| SATI 09 WMTQOZTYL

ydnous sutequos ‘wdppg punoas Jo 1YITHM THR04 ¥ §8Y ‘UNTQOITHL
pus qeod JO oJnQXTWE SUTBLUOD WNLqozIyd Jo eFejovd yosvy

{Tea/wdoog)
269  (*Bad p)oi (09Xl ALY MNTQOZTUY
(Sxymgg “ Wz
0Lz @) 0zl (£€)59 092 (Tog® (Tux
T8I/35 09)
d9Z2TTT4I04
== - - 564 UNTQOZTUY ¥
IDZTTTRI0d O/M
I Coas ( ) (%° 3)
-* I/ uP® *out TBI /g S TBI /03N
*pTL)aTJoas 1805 %eseaaoul (TBa/3%)

PIOTA PIOTA
P SMOTTOJ s®e og pInoM sjusutaedxo
PIOTI ©SCy] WOLJ WNIGOZIUL Julsn Jo soTwmoucos oTdUTs oyl
*petrTddw oq 03 pey BY/BH (G| 2UNOIB JG 098I ¥ 38 JIGZITTILe8 UododaqTu
¥ ‘suseqios pequInoout Jo plaTd ouyg eziTwube 03 38Ya punog
EBM 41 ‘JdeZT{T249J UeZ0JdqIU B PUB 4UBTNOOUI UB JO U0sTasdmod
v uy *uc mernoout £q pseseeJoul svM pToTL syjz edqouw oya TTOS
ous Jo Toacy £3T1T34eJ oY} JOMOT oYy *STTos eyz Jo L3ITT3a0J
oyl uo gugpucdep ATelav] sBM 08¥aJdOUT PTOTA gusogod oy '%06 0%
%41 Woay posuvodoul eq pIhod spletd 3vyl puncl sem 3T ‘suseqies
JO USTIGBTNOOUT U0 PUBTIeY] UT squemidodxe owos 03 SULDJIOSOY
*UOTSBTNOOUT AgQ poesBeddUl oq usBd SjuUPTd snoutwndel JO EPTOTX
*LagsgedeU £ WNTQUZTIUL JO SUIBALE oAT9003J0 LTUITY UZTM UOTIBINOOUT
0§ PUB USS0L3TU SULXTF UT UTwazs good B eae BIQUZIYUI [BOOT
ATTeJd8U0f "BIQOZTIUI TBOUT 40 POZTIBRANIVU POTTEY O4B PUB ‘TLOS
B 03 OAT4BU 248 BTGOZTIUL owog ‘*uedoaqiu x1J o3 {3TIIqR JIToUL
UT puv qusTd 350U snoutundsT ¥ JO UOI3BINpoU oyl ul ATIUSJISIIID
pABUeq BUTsJAYg *SUTBJIE OJUL Pe3UVTIUAIOIIIP ©J¥ BLQOZIUJL IO
setoodg *ATuo susoqfos JUIQRINOOUT JO0J 2TQULING T WNoTaodul ¥
¢ ordurexe ao4 *gusTd snourumIel o1Jioeds v JoJ oTIToeds 61
gotoods WNTQOZIUSL B 3¥Y]G ST JUBINOOUT WNIQOZTYJL B JUTSN UT UOTILB
~depTsU00 quelaodut oy *gsoy snoutwnder quoeasd JToUl JU SWBU oUYg
UYJITM POTJTAUSPT ©4% ©IqOzTUL 480H , *WIQOZTYL vodmMoo, eyl perieo
dnca? *osTW B UT pepniouT 0g pInom puE poTJTsseIoun eog prnos
umrozTys Joyjo_Luy  *rtutdny p pus ‘wnotiuods{ ¥ ‘iroessud y
FUMJIGEOUTWNGOT H “TITOJEd3 ¥ ‘I30[TLow § ‘Lloueu f{peIJISSBIO
ATqusaano eav BTqozTUL Jo sotoeds xTs LTup *Bulgelnpou Jo
eTqeded oa8 BIIegorq oyg s3usTd snoutwdoT JO SPUTH OUs U0 pPessqg
ST WNTQOZTUY snued eyqg UIY4YIM SoToeds JO UUIABIIULIOIITJU
o TUOTABYTI uododiTy, poTIBO ST WJIOJ ©[gRSn B8 03UT UedoJaTu
oTdeydsowgs SUTqI0AU0D JO 5BoO00ad oyy *usmoad querd snoutwndet
J0J ueB30a3tu Jo wJIoJ efgesn e 03 ‘are ouj Jo ¢g) dn sexww yoTym
‘usdudaqtu snoesged 0UY3 S1JI0AUOCD UANG UT BIQOZTUYY *BLOOZIUL JuIwaogd
~gInpou 9y3 JOJ ewoy B pus pooJ soustuang guetd snourwndel oyg
*JIT® ©Y3 WodJ us3oJq3TU @ZTTTIN UED BIJLS3OUq eThpou aug JLou jusid
snoutwndet oyl Joysieu ‘ATzuspuedopul *odoydsomzs oYl WOLI UsIOJIFTU
snoessd ozITIan 04 queld snouTwndol v UYaTM JoUqed0q HIOM UBD 3T
BETNPOU 3004 ‘UT OpLsed BTQOZTUL Uelypy *squeTd suoutwndoT JO 5300
o3 uo seTnpou Jutwavy Jo ofqeded yIJeq0vg © ST UNTYOZTYY

JUBTNOOUL WNTQOZTUY

R R R I R IR SRR RN
UOT300§ oaNTNOTIIY 00Ty £¥O139

B R R R R ST



RHIZOBIUM IMOCULANT {con't.)

vard long beans, 2 strains. All rhizobium strains have been
tested in the field and werc found to be the most effcective
strains for increasing grain yields.

The varictios that have been field tested with the rhizobium
and found to givo highest yields are for sovboans, S.J.1, 5.J.2,
and 8.J.4, for mungbeans, ¥74A, and for peanuts, Lampang, Lajyong,
Tainan 9, and 2.,%, 38,

To use rhizobium on sorheans make a sticker solution by
taking water and adding a suitable sticky substance such as sugar
or molasses until the socluticn feels sticky to the fingers.

The water should be about 10-30% surar, molasses, etc. Place

Ske. of soybean seeds in a bucket. Farmers usually plant Skeg.
sovbean/rai., Add tho sticker selution until tho scceds are wet,
Then add a package of rhizobium and mix thoroughly with the seeds.,
If the right amount of liquid has been added to the se ds, the
goybeans will have black speckles, Wor munsbeans, farmers usually
plant 3-5 kr. sced/rai and for peanuts 12ksr. scad/rai,

Rhizobium after purchase should be stored iz a cocl placs.
ixcessive heat and direct sunlight should be aveided as hent and
dryness will kill the baeteria. It is recormended that the
rhizobia should not be kept longor than the ecxpiration date on
the package.

At present the Thail povernment produces arcund 2L M inoculant/
year, Mext year, thc Department of Agriculture under a 1ran
from USOM will build a new inoculant factory which wi 11 have a
production capacity of around 300 "I/Year. Inoculant is and will
be available for soybenns, mungbeans, peanuts, and yoard long
beans., For other legumes, a special order can be made,

The rhizcbium can be purchased at the Marksting Organlization
for Farmers, 101 Yan Phrahol Yothin Rd., telephone 279-2088,

The area is called Yansinka Phahon ¥Vothin which is north of
Saphan Khwai. It is open from 8-4:30 Mon.-Fri,

~=Dolen Morris--
wwHantakorn Boonkerde-

LYY YT TRATRATNE] MY Y]
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swlwected works

R R e S
A FAFILY RVUNION

The last days of Fozberg woro spent sipping delvsions throuch
the stabs of light that thrust between tho banana-leaf slats
hanging over his front porch. On the railing he spied hairy little
gremlins tersing cach othor, counting over and over their fingers
and teoes. They were vory polite, and never reminded him of past
difficulties, keeping mainly to theomselves in tho morning
scampering about the birdbath and perfecting their imitations of
silent movie stars, Actually, with everything considered, they
got along rather well with conly occasicnal rifts resulting from
various cultural differences, handod down to sach by Fozberg, who,
of course, gettled decper and desper into his chair everyday,

At one time Fozberg was the last man on enrth, nnd still
would be if it had net becn for lanky Lena, a rider of killer whales
who bucked her Marineland job and came Bast after winning a size-
able sum on a TV quiz show, "hey mét, so the fable gocs, just at
the point where the sun departs for the other side. He approached
her on the sands where thoy had a rutual understanding, eventually
creating a son, who being only the second male, naturally took to
verse, In fact, hc too, visited Fozberg's visions, standing in the
garden and reciting his nnw frmous, "the Tortoise shells of Vivian,"
while his fathoer sat spitting orange seeds at a passing file of ants,
and occasionally reading snatches from an old copy of A Stroctear
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sclected works (con't)

Named Desire,™ that continually lay across his lap. Yos, indeed,
it would have been a lovely family rounion had Lena nct gone back
to Wales.
to be continued?
~-=Doris Day--

ale
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SARABURI

Many volunteers have becn wrndering where and what Saraburi is.

We would like to provide the following information for both of you.

As we all know, volunteers ars congtantly looking for new
and exciting places to visit. The town we are about to discuss
is not such a place, .

Many of you have, on various trips to the Northeast, noticed
a large number of trucks collected around a series of buildings
midway between Bangkok and Forat. They are stopped in Saraburi,
the premier truck stip of Thailand-complet with all the amenities,
ineluding MacSomsak's Kwuay-teow stand. Anything you need may be
obtained there. As one local tradesman is fond of saying, "If
we don't have it, we'll steal it." And, if the merchandiso
doesn't interest you, perhaps a truck will,

gapaburi can be reached by rail, bus, boat, or buffalo-=
depending on your preferenco and budpet, We realize our obligation
as travel reporters to provide you with prices and othecr
relevant data. Unfortunately, the Chinese laundry slip on which
woe had written tho proces wWas eaten by the buffalo,

Upon arriving in Saraburi, vou will immsdiately be greeted
by samlor drivers shouting "Hey you" (thanks to the carcful
fraining of the TEFL voluntecrs,) The more enlightened sanlor
dpivors will be shouting "Sticky Rice" (thanks to the careful
training of Dewey Woaver.)

Sareburi offers a variety of Hotels: Western, Chinese,
and Thai--all run by Chinese. The Chinese hotels have a wide
selection of food: sen mos, sen lek, and sen yai. The Thail
hotols specialize in gaeng; including Kai, Geut and chain, The
Western Hotel features a Trapang" breadfast special: rice krispies,

i.e. burnt Ehao-phat.
Saraburli also has several thiaw spote. According to our

source, a Saraburite, the town night-club, the Sang Thai Villa,
is the most popular, Local alcoholies claim that is the best
night-club between Bangkok and Chiang Mai, However, none of them
ever, found their way outside of Saraburi, although our source

was recently seen bargaining with a samlor driver over the price
of a round trip to the moon., Due to a certain hesitance on

our part to accept onr souvrce's judgement, we decided to examine
the situaticn on our own. After several hours of close
exarination, we concluded that tho water had more life in it

than the bar. But for those of you who chance to f£find your

tpue love there, The Mece Hawng bungaloes are convaoniently

located nest to the night-club. gince this is =2 family newspaber,
further details will not bhe provided,

ILocated 15 Kilomotres north of Saraburi are the leouk Lek
Falls, farous for thelr breath-taking swift 30 centimotser Arop.
Should vou find the falls too exeiting, you can visit the Thukhae
Forest, known for its mai dacng tree (the only ons left in Saraburi.)

wat FPraputachail (Buddha's ahadow) is famcus for 1it's monkey s.
You may well ask, "How famous is it?" Ve will tell you. The
1oeal volunteer chose this site after seeing a sipn in Wall,

South Dakota which said, "16,547.3 Kilometres to Wat Traphuta-
ehai's monkeys.

gincc we are being paid by the word, we thourht we would
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Saraburi (con't.,)

be able to milk somcthing out of the Thai-Danish Dairy Farm,
But, on our trip, we only skimmed over it, as it left =2 sour
taste in our mouths,

Saraburi has an excellent eesan restaurant, located on the
Friendship Highway. We ate there once. But, aftor being provided
with kai yang, néua yang, sbmbtam, and laap, they informed us
that they were out of sticky rice, the new issue not having
arrived yet.

Sheuld you visit Saraburi, be sure and visit the volunteer
there. But, he was last secn trying to convince our source to
take him along too, insisting, however, that the best route to
the moon is via Patpong, and not, as the samlor insisted,
via Korat.

This report was brought to -you by M, and M, Enterprises. It
was produced by boredom, and directed by a Dangkok traffic cop.

~=Tavid Hendeg-~
-=-Ken Heymanne--
-=Larry Moore--
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Wanted for ths hot tin reoof during the surmer:
a fan(eleoectric type)
medium size desk model
nogetiable

Contact: Tom Owens- ¢/o Feace Corps Office
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(con't., from page 10.)
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and innovative new project that he designed himsclf/herself,

Or, maybe there's a HCN co-worker in your office who has just
finished the plans for a dam or a weaving co-op that will
revolutionize the futurec of that project. Obtain their permissicn
to print it and send it in. If you have discovered succcssful

and applicable materials in 2 magazine, book, or job wmanual

these also can be contributed and reprinted with bibliograrhies.
Please don't forget about ICE as soon as you put down this paper.
a program like ICE is contimued solely for the Peace Corps Volunteors.
the world over, and although all will aplaud and admit its

value, ICH will not and can not fullfill its objectives without
OUR contributions {11!l Please send any and all inquiries and

-—— contributions to ;

m—n——r—

ICE Volunteer

ACT

U, 8. Peace Corps

L2 Sei Somprasong 2 - Petchburi Rd.
Bangkok L
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‘ Informatmon Collection Ekchange
ICE, Information Collection and Exchange, was started about 2 years
age by the Pe;og Corps Office of MuItilateral and special Brograms in Woshe
ingtog D;C; to enable volunteers to build upon collective FPeace Corps achievew
mentse. It is a program designed to provide Peace Coprs volunteers the worid
over, with the_opportunity to share with one anothdr effective and innovatiwve
techniquestdev?loped by PCVg themseres; Ttems such as training wonuels, cuse-
ricula designs, visual aids and technical information are collected from ecch
country and sent to ACTION which acts as a clearing housef for Peace Corps )
distribution and also makes them available to volunteers in their countries.
Unfortunately an up-to~date 115? of publicetions has not yet bken recievel
bu t fear not it is expected shortly; A small sampling includes manuals OnNoes
Small Farm Grain Btorage, Freuhuater Fisheries, Irrlgdtlon Principles and vrociic: =
Reforestation in Arid Tands, A Nurses' Tralnlng Manual, Visual Adida on ‘lotc-gal
and Child Health Care, and a First-Aid Syllabus. If anyone is in?erested in ob~
taining a copy /copies of the'above manuals please drop me a card, and I'1T get
it to you as soon as possibIe., The next issu; wilT hopefully carry a complete Tizs
ICE was started to enable volunteers to bulld upon collective achievements¢-
It was designgd_to permit colPection, review, and exchange of relevant materiols.
It can be especlally useful for new volunteers who might find t?emselves beig:
asked to set up a health educat%on program in a rural situation,s for example.
In a case like this a Health Ed, manual ., prepa@ed by & former volunteer could be
obtained insted_gf having to start from scratch,
Sognd viable? Interesting? You betcha! Egﬁ in order for ICE to bve = real
success, contributions are as greatly neededf;; solicitations are welcomed,
Every one of iéé is urged to share with fellow PCVs{1) any job related matex =13
that may help Someone working in the field (2) any available approaches, techni- oo
or strategies used to cope with development programs (3) cross cultural matorsois
(4) indica?ions;of resources available in the field (5) analyses of individuni
experience, eduaation'or training necessary to succeed at your particular joio,
and (6) task analy@es; Materials sent in moy be extremely informal,e.ge., letiers,
lscrap papers" ste. Send in what you have and I will type it up and send it in
when you Bhve finished; )
"Non P~C generated materials" are also solicited. If you feel that you yonr
self have done nothing worth contributing - what about your co~workers (;
haps there's a volunteer from another agency vorking on a fascinating =~ud

% Y

? g ~
L)
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#3eees good information ks

"Hotline" is a job bulletin put out by ACTION, It lists
many job opportunities for former PCV!'s, Many of these listings
insist on somoone who has MON~COMPEPIVE ELIGIBITITY (this is
described in detail from the December 21st issue of "Hotline.”)
There are copies of "Hotline" on the hallway bullstin board on
the second floor. I suggest that everyone read the article
on non-competitive eligibility. It will benefit you in the
long run. You won't be able %o take'advantage of it unless you

know about it. -=-Steve Hodson--

HOTLIT: A Bulletin of Opportunities for ACTION Voluntcers
Washington, D.C. 20525

ATTENTION ALL ®ORNMER VOLUNTHZRS: A growing number of Federal
agencies and departments are announcing their vacancies in HOTLINE;
concoritantly, a growing number of Volunteers are expressing their
interest in Federal employment. Since most agencies advertising
in H OTLINE are sesking persons specifically with non-competitive
elipgibility for aprointment to Federal position, we are providing
the following explanation of this special henefit granted to a
majority of ACTION Volunteers (under Executive Order #11103 for
Peace Corps; under Publie Law #93-113 for VISTA; both as regulated
under Section 6-7, Chapter 315, Federal Personnel Manual,)

WHAT TS NOWN-COMPETITIVE BLIGIBILITY? Appointment to a Federal
position based on non-competitive eligibility allows the aprointee

to accept a position without, literally, competing against other
persons for the position. The special eligibility ncever walves
the necessity that one meot minimum job criteria; however, when
being considered for a position, one need not necessarily be the
best-qualified candidate, but may be minimally qualifieé and
arpointed if the hiring agency desires to apiyoint the candidate
to the %3 position involved, A practical examplc may be of
assistance: assume that a former Voluntesr with non-compctitive
aligibility appliss for a 7S position with a Poderal agency,
which position requires as a minimum a bachelor's degrec in &
social sciance and one yvear's experisnce in general social seprvices,
at the GS-5 level, Our hipothetical Veolunteer has a BA in
sociology and a year'a exporicnce as a VISTL comrmunity organizer,
Assume also that the ageney redeives an apprlicstion from a person
without non-corpetitive {(i,c., never a Voluntcer) olipgibility
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NOW-COMPETTTIVE ELIGIBILITY (con't.)

(nor has been in the military), but who has the samo or better
qualifications, but the agoency wishes to appoint the former
Volunteer. Without the special eligibility, the Volunteer would
have his @alifications rated not only against tho job criteria,

but also against the other candidate, and thus, bc "competing.
However, the agency proves to the U,%,Civil Service Commisgsion
that the Voluntcer 1) has met minimum job requirements; 2) is within
the non-compatitive e¢ligibility period; and 3) wants the position,
then it may appoint the Volunteer, regardloss of the "botter"
qualification of the other applicant. At no time doss a Volunboer
"ecompete” with other candidates, only with job erites-ia, assuming
an agency wishes to employ the Volunteor. "Job Criteria" in the
Federal gervice may include any number of things, including
written examinations in some gases (such as tho FACE for tre G3-5
and GS-7 levels)}; and as such to meet "minimum job requirvements"
the Volunteer would have to take any examinations roquirad.
However, unlike the competitive cnndidsate who would have to achieve
high-scoring test results in order to be hired as a "best -
gualified" candidate, tha non-compstitive former Volunteor, in
meting "minimum' qualificaticns, need only achieve a passing

score, The Volunteer neod not have the hichest (or moat co: petitive)
score of persons applying for the positions., As noted, while

a valuable tool, should an agency choose to appoint under tho
non-compotitive eligibility regulations, it does not 1) reliove
the former Voluntecer of meeting sy minimum job critoria; 2)
guarantee the former Veolunteor a position, since an agency will
chcose the candidate 1t wants and is not forcod to select a

former Volunteer; and/or 3) automatically gualify any Volunteor

for any given position(=).
WHQO HAS FON-"CMPETITIVE TLIGIBILITY? Won-competitive eligibility
is extended to former volunteers for a period of one (1) jear
following thc compl:tion of scrvice, WFor VISTA Voluntoers,

one must have sorved as a Voluntear for at least twelve (12) menths
and received a complotion-of-seprvice staterent referencing non-
compatitive eligibility under Public Law #93-113, For Peace Corps
Volunteers, one must have served for & minirum of twelve months
(which may includc training: although for thoso with less that the
ontire planned Volunteer tour, bubt more than one year, extension

of the benefits is at ACTION's discretion, the determination
being based on the rcason for the early termination. The other
benefite are that the Voluntecer service time (not tc include

FPeace Corps training) are croedited in computing rotirement date,
seniority for reduction-in-force purposes, and the annual-lnave
category. The usual period of this eligibility isthe first twelve
{(12) months following the completion-of-service date {(and should

be taken advantage of!); excopt under cortain circumstancoes
which oxtend tho period of non=-competitive eligibility, as given
below., Note that the eoligibility was ecstablished by Presidontial
ordor for Peace Corps and Congresseional legislation for VISTA,

and is not arbitr«ily awarded or withheld by the nogotiable
docision of ACTIOYW. The legislation craating it for VISTA covers
VISTA only and none of the other domostic ACTION programs such

28 PLS, YA, AUV, etc. Only Congressional legislation could

alter this.

PROVING WO¥~COMPEPITIVE SLIGIBILITY: In contacting agencies and/or
the U,8. Civil Service Commisgsion for vacancy data, to register for
written tests or to be placed on registors (although one necd not be
on a register during the non-corretitive period; however, since
Civil Service does refer applications from registers to apengies
with openings from time to time, one may wish to be on an appropriate
registor), it is adviscd that you 1) attach a copy of your service
statement, 2) place the following statoment in Box12/Page 1 of

the SF-171: "Hon-compotitive eligibility for appointment to Federal
positions due to VISTA/Pence Corps (as appropriate) Voluntcer
service, per Fublic Law #93-113/7xccutive Ordor #11103 (as app.);
see Section 6-7, Chapter 315, Foderal Fersonnel Manual,"

{contt,)
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NON~COMFETITIVE ELIGIBILITY (con't.)

Tho referral to the Manual will enable an agency teo find the
regulations and methods governing non-competitive appiontmeints

to 5 positions,

IF 10U DO NWOT HAVE YOUR 3ERVICE STATEMENT: Pormer VISTAs should
write to ACTION/VISTA Records, Room M21100, Washington, D.C. 205273,
Always keep the original of th scrvice statement, attaching only
photocopies to applications,

EXTENSTON OF NON-OOFE TITIVE ELIGIBILITY PERIOD: Usually running
for the first twelve (12) months after termination, the period
may be extended for up to two (2) additional jears, for a total
of not more than threc (3) years. Ixtensions are granted for
immediate enrollment and attendance at an instituticn of highor
learning, or for jeining the U.S. armed services, or (and this
third resson is vague and cpen to many intcrpretations) for
involvement in some activity which st the sole discretion of the
hiring agency with confirmation from Civil Service gives cause

to an extension. The first two reasons arce ensily accepted and
rroved; the third is rmore difficult and cannot be counted upon by
one's own interprectationt

WEAT NON-CO! PETITIVE BLIGIBILITY IS NOT: It is not a guarantec of
employment; 1t 1s nct a basis for the waiving of any requirements.
Benefits under either the Publie Law cor the Bxecutive Order do not
include military-type benefits such as financial assistance for
buying a home or for education, nor does it carry with it "preforencs®
for employment in the Federal service., It has no purpose relating
to private -sector cmployers, or state and county govornment
employers. It is not applicable across-the~board in Federal
employment: some parts of the U.5. Government neod not censider

a non=-competitive appointment; thoy include the guasi-rublic
corporations such as the Postal Service and Amtrak; foreipn-
service agencies such as U.S, Department of State and Feace Corps
staff jobs: many intelligenca-type agencies such as the C.I.4,

IF YOU HAVE QU¥STIONS: Plcase call OQutplacement Counscling toll-
free at (800) L2,-8580, Ext. 8.

Peb. 6, 1978

While looking through past issues of "Hey You" I came aron an
article concerning postal '‘rates in Thalland. As sending home
gifts and porsonal affects 1s a constant process undcrtaken

by PCV's in Thailand creating anywhore from a minor to major
problem for the PCV's, the following informatien will sorve as
a guide for PCV's in Thailand.

PARCEILS SURFACE (90 DAYS) AIR "AIL (10-thdazs)
1 kilo 59,75 160

3 kilos 115 .7 1y, St

5 kilos 180,25 729, 2540t
10 kilos 335. 0 1,49, 00t

These items must be tied with string and sealed at all knots
with sealing wax.
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POSTAL RATES (con't.)

*
H

20 g.. ... . | 120 g. .. 3@ | 220 g. _ Sa&
Lo ge ... At 100 oo ... 3600 240 g, . ... ..58m
60 Soen. . At 1 160 ge. o LOM 250 Gooooeem. OCHEL
80 g. .. ... 2% 180 go ... Llp 260-g._”” .. ot
100 g...._. 25k 200 go ... LBwe | 280 g. . _. 7m0

300 oo, T

The cost of sending small packages continues along these lines

to a meximum cost of 225.00 for 100 g.(t kilo). A swall package
can not exceed onc kilo in weight. Small packares can be tied
with string but do hot nced to be sealed with sealing wax,

The central post office in Bangkok does supply boxws for = neminel
feo, (most local post offices do not suprly boxes.) All packages
aro to be wrapred in brown wrapping paper. Insurance can be bourht
at the post office and varies with the velue of the items, I
received a copy of the postal rates and syrecial charges for froe
from my local postmaster, It includer rates for letters, rrinted
material, swall and largc packages ete. Postal rates and chargoes
are subject to change without notice.

Happy mailing. ~-=- Bill Rapp, Chalrman ACT ==
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TRAVEL, I¥TOTMAMTON

I.BARLY TERVIVATING FCV'S:

General: 1if youterminate early, you have tc arrive at your
Home of Record (HOR) within 72 hours of departure from thc country
in which you served, Peace Corps will give you a TGovernment
Travel Request (GTR) for an sconomy class ticket on a Western
carrier (if vou want to travel any other, you must pay PC tho
difference befor departurec.)

Baggage: If you gre ablc to get a dircet flight {(i.e., no
overnirht stays) to your H,0.R., then you can check your baggagce
by size (see explanation at ond of this article,) If you have
an over-nifht lay-over, sou will get a MTR for 36lbs. (same as
when you came into country) overweight- this 361lbs, is in addition
to the 20kgs. the airlines give you, totaling 80lbs. Anything
in oxcess of 801lbs, is your responsibility (i.e., 1 kg.=1% of a
first-class ticket.) _

Read justment Allowance: If you have accumulated onough
time In your service, you will recelve #125.00 beforc you dopart
and the rest will be sent to you in the States (contact Admin,
O0ffice for further details,

II.CLOSE OF SERVICE TTRITIFATIVG VOLIMNTE RS :

General: As far as 3 ur airline ticket is concorned, you
have two options: 1) Pecace Corps will give you & TR for an
oconomy class ticket (regular fare,) You can take this or,

2} exchange the GTR for the ecash equivelont in U.5. dollars,

With the GM™R, the ticket is made out for tho route closest
(and cheapesti!) to your H.0.BR. You can plan your trip along
this route for as many stop-overs ag you want: heiravor, if yeur
trip exceeds the amount of the GTR, you must pay Poacc Corps th
difforence hefore you lcave the ccuntry.

If you decide to take the cosh eguivelent instead of the CTP,
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TRAVEL INFO {(con't.)

You can plan your tripr any way you like,  CAUTICN: t-king the
cash Instead of the GTR is ccnsidered a privelcge., In other
words, only take the cash if ycu intend to deo alot of travelling.
T'on't take the cash then get a cheaper ticket for tho same routo
ag the GTR {You have to submit a detailed itenerary to the Admin,
Office wefore you can terminatc- mainly for emerpgcency rurpcses. )

Bagriare: Before you torminate, you're given the cest
equivalent of 361lbs. air freisht in Baht (about l.,00@Et)} to ship
things home. If you only need 2,000t te ship your belongings,
you can keep the other 2,000, Hven if you go straight home,
vou get the L,00CMm,

Read justment Allewance: You will recsivo 1/3 of your total
road justment beforc you lesve country (#125.00/month retroactive
to April 1, 1976, This 1/3 will reflect any withdrawals you've
madeje.g., insurance.)

ITI. BEYTINDIMG VOLUNT"ERS ELIBIBLE FOR SFWCIAL LEAVE (HOME LEAVE):
General: VYou have nc cptions- you will bo irsued a GTR
return ticket from Rangk-k to vyour 7.0.7,; howover, if you wish
to do extendod travel over and above the cost of the "TR, yru
have tc ray the difference AT RBEGUTLR BOCWOITY CLASS THICES, Whon
you use a GTR, you can't get any special airline ticket r-tss,.
Bagrage: If you decide to take a direct flight home
(i.e.,n0 cver-night stopovers), you can check your baggare by
size (sec oxplanation at the end of article.) On the other hand,
if yeu decide to have a stop~over, the maximum wi.ight y-u ecan
have is 20 kgs.
_ Read justment Allowance: You will bo given 1/3 of jour
accurmulatod readjustment before you leave,

The follawing arplics only 1if you're flying dircetly to the
States:

BCOYOMY CLASS: :

1. Checked Bapgare: Two pleces~ The dimonsicns of neither
piece can oxcced 62 inches, The sum of tho dimensions of both
piceces cannot exceed 106 inches,

2. Carry-on Bagrage: One or more pileces which when measured
togother do not cxeced dimensions of L5 inches, and which can
carried on beoard the pleneo and be stowed under the passenger
scat or in an approved storago area, arc accertable, '

3. Excesa Dapmaps: Those chargos will be assudsed on a
scale of flat monetary amounts according to destination,

If you have any questions, fecl free to centsct Khun Singh
¢y anyono in tho Admin, Office.

-=3tcve Hodsonm-
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TOr STICKY RICE
FROM: Training Office

1. We have been informed of the follawing Peace Corps
room rates changed effective since FNovember.l, 1978
for Siam Ho#el ( not Continental) ’

Single room @ Bt 160 net
Double room @ Bt 200 net

2« Any BEK PCVs interested in joining a class of Thai
Language Study, using the Community Languapge Learning
(CLL) during Saturday morning ( 9:00- 12:00 am?).
Please contact Ajaan Amphon,

A jaan Amphon

2000 S0 S0 A2 S5 S L Se B 8s SR AE A S L NE A 32 S
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Do you want to know something about Chinese or Finish? Mental
Heglth, fire protection or horse nroducticn? Marketing, music,
anthropology, or beeckeeping? Religion, leterature or women?
The University of Minnesota offers a broad range of corres-
pondence courses in these subjects and many more.
Any literate:wperson, anywhere in the world may take corres-
pondence courses at the University of Minunesota;for a fee.
Tuition is $ 16.50, $17.50, and %18.50 per quarter credit
for introductory intermediate and advaced level courses
respectively. Students have one year to complete the course
requirements, and may apply for an extension if need be. Most
courses require a mid-term and final (hey, you get to choose
your own test administrator) as well as 10-16 multiple choice
type chanter reviews. What's more, you can apply earned credits
towards an undergrad degree, The U, of Minn. also offers.a
dozen other independent study plans- TV courses, btaped courses
(music and foreign languages), video cassette coursesss most of
which require your presence in St., Paul, They will mail you
your books, allow a library loan and permit you to transfer
and cancel courses W thin a 90 day periodi For more informaticn
you cm wWrite to University of Minnesota
Twin Cities, Extension Independent Study
b5 Westbrook Hal®, 77 Pleasan St. SE
Minneanolis, Minnesota, 55455
If the course you want or neced is not offered by the U of Minn, D
the National Universi ty of Extension Association publishes a ~
guide to Independent Study Through Corresoondence Instructicn
listing the cou ses offcred by 73 member colleges. This book
is available for $2.00 from the National University Extension
Association, One Dupont CGircle, Suite 360, Washington, D.C. 20036

Laurel La Civite
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