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Merry Christmas to everyonel

As mentioned last month, this issue will include the

" new Constitution of the Action Council of Thailand (ACT) as

well as the minutes of the last meeting (Nov. L).
In vpconing issues, Sticky “ice will have two more

articles including photos by Doris Lange and Kathleen
Hmmilton and Ilze Goodfield (jiontly).
ed,

EDITORS ¢ Dewey ©. Jdeaver
Sandy Effert
Linda Dumas

c/o Pesace Corps
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PLANNING AHEAD:

Tarry Lahlik has a great suggestion for a final farewell
fete for Group 58 and other volunteers destined to leave
Thailand in around April of '79. He suggests renting s
couple of bungalows in the mountain retreat Fhun Tarn,
Lamphun Province sometine in mid-Farch. Let him know if
you're interssted in participating ¢/o AYUTHAYA TEACHERS
COLLEGE, He will finalize plans in January and everyone
is invited to come.and jion in the fun.
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Now I will write about the true and honest reason of
why I hate Christmas. During my childhood Christmas was a
time of intense anxiety for my brothers and myself., !Nany
reasons existed for our unsettled hearts-- the roots of
which lay deep in the discord of our parents union. To this
day they detest each other though we will never krnow exactly
why. Our anxiety seemed to peak around the issue of whether
or not to have a Christmas tree. In that our father was san
avowed atheist and our mother a disavowed Jew, there was
no logical reascon to have one except that everyone else did,
but that was a rationale that carricd little weight in our
house. In fact, it was the very evidence our parents would
use to persuade us of thelr own convictions. So, in the
weeks before Christmas, my brothers and I would sadly see
the windows of other childrens' families' homes with gaily
decorated trees gleaming in harmonious interiors,

2efore my father left our home, before my parents
fractured their marriage into fragments so small that it
was no time at all before they became dust, getting a
Christmas tree was not so emotional nor arduocus. We would
beg and beg and our father would assume a completely un-
yveilding stance until in despair we knew we wouldn't have
a Christmas trec. Then suddenly he would appear one day
after work, negotiating it through the front door: Over-
joyed, we somehow forgot his cruel outlook on the Christmas
tree issue. But once inside, we couldn't help but notice
it was apuny, lop-sided, truncated verslion of a "hristmas
tree. We couldn't polint this out to my father for his
favorite label for us was "ingrates" and while we never

‘understood its meaning, it was used immediately were we to

complain about anything at all.

But all was not lost. Our father explained that our

treec was toc be placed on a card table which would then be
covered with a white sheet and the whole monument would
look exactly like a tree growing in the snow, Well, couldn't
wa have a tall tree and put 2 sheet on the floor and wouldn't
it look even more like a tree prowing out of the snow?
How stupid our unformed minds were: 1it was perfectly
obvious that if the tree were to be placed on the floor
then Fluffy would bother the ornaments and my younrest
brothers would be cut by their broken pieces. What wasn't
perfectly obvious to us was that that cat could have Jumped
up and pissed on the star of Bethl hem 1f it had so desired
and the pinus homunculus was the best Christmas trse we
would ever get. Ferhaps we were ingrates, for we never did
get into the true spirit of Christmas with which we could
have applauded ourselves for having the humblest Christmas
Yree in the Claremont District.

Things did get worse for us after my father left.
During his presense in our home my mother's position was
one of the helpless housewife unable to challenge the despot.
We often hated our father for things that must have been
mutually decided, With mother, the Christmas trec issue
became ever so much more complex., It wasn't that she didn't
want us to have a tree, it was that she didn't have time
to get us one., Agaln, we¢ admired the windows in our
neighborhcod., Some wore brightly rimmed with flashing
colorod lights and some had snowflakes etched on them.

(con't, on following page)
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We could never understand why some familics with magnificent
trees hung them with such useless trash as strings of
popcorn and cranberries and mishapen homemade ornaments.,

My brothers and I thought that the most beautiful Christ-
mas trecs in the whole world were the ones that were sprayed
white all over with big globs here and thore that looked
like real snow, and then were trimmed with globes of all

one color-- either blue or red usually.

At this time of our lives, my mother was devoiing
herself to her musical carreer. e would be home alone
most every night and although Christmas was approaching,
there was no sign in our home that it was Christmastime.
Harry the mailman brought lots of cards, but they weren't
for us and after my mother.opened them, they only locked
like so much clutter in a nook in the kitchen. Tach night
when my mother came home, we would ask her 1If we could go out
and buy a Christmas tree. In those days trees could only be
purchased at special lots which frequently were open only
after dinner, What usually followed was a tirade about how
little we appreciatod how hard rmy mother had to work, how
tired she was, how ruthless the wmusic business was, and how
unimportant it was to spend her harde-earned monoy on a
Christmas tree. (In our own defense, we only saw thet our
mother got beautifully dressed up and was guite happy to
be going out. We assumed that her work must be something
like having Christmas every night.)

Since we had this conflict each and every night, it
gradually became clearer what my mother's objections were:
Christmas trees were too expensive and utterly useless,

They had a duration of semi-usefulnecss between Christmas Day
and New Yeara, On January 2nd, thsy were a genuins liability
and the garbage men charged extra for hauling them away,

We could think of no arguments against these claims. Our
sadness became gil»nt, but deepened. By Christmas Hve our
sorrow bturred to sulking:; and when m mother came home from
work and offered to buy us a Christmas ftrse we barely
believed it possible as we filed into the car so late in

the night.

Tor some miraculous reason the Christmss tree lots in
downtown Berkeley were still open, 11 the doors of our
car were flung wide as we raced to find the tree we would
take home, Inspection of the trees took in every nuance.
low full were the boughs; was the top symmetrical; did it
lean oven a little, Once a decision was made, wmy mother
would offer the proprietor half the price on the taz point-
ing out that withir eight hours the tres would be totally
worthless and that further, he would have to pay to have
it takemn away. I never once saw anyone refuse my mothors
offer.

This same ritual took place year after year, Sorgc
years we oven found a glopped up snow covered trec, and
by then decorations were already marked down by half. 1
think my brothers and I stopped caring about Christmas
as we driftcd away from home. And I ean't recall any of
us over having a Christmas tree in our own homes. Ususlly
we buy cach other expensive gifts at Christmas to do-
monstrate devotion. . Often we find ounrselves together on
Christmas Day, for all the stores are closed and everyonc
else is with their family.

«=Kothleon Harilton--
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NOBODY KXNOWS WHAT IT MEANS

I'm not sure wnat the purpose of this messege is, or
for that matter if ik is a message at all. But everything
in our world is label2d, so I will call this "An inadequate
protcst of this stupid world we have made."

Being an Agronomist, T spend the ma jority of ry time
with poor farmers who need heln. With the end of the rainy
season anpproaching, many small farmers are wo rking at
breakneck speed to harvest their first crop smd try md start
a second before the rain gives out ccmpletely. One afternoon,
myself, a coworker, our boss and two other visiting extensicn
workers from Tak ventured out to check on the harvesting
progress of cne of our rescarch plots. We talked with our
co=operating farmer, who is our most productive, ¢pen minded
and generally hard wo rking, one of all we are in contact with.
He was truely an extention agent's bticket to nrogress. After
a few words the farmer left us to continue his task in the
field while we started recording results. About five minutes
after the farmer 1&ft, we to went to help in the harvest.

On the way we noticed the farmers bicycle ahead, a few more
steps and his body came into view. At first we assumed it
was an accldent, coming closer and seeing a great deal of
blood and no movement we knew it was no accident. After
searching the area we. found the bush where the killer fired
from. He left the two exbended shotgun sheels behind.
Shotguns at close range leave little doubt whether a man

is dead or not. I can't describe the feeling of remorse
and loss I then felt and feel now ag I write this letter.

I would imagine his wife and three kid's feel the same.

For fear of the killer fearing retaliation and thus initiating
a "pre-emptive" attack on the oldest boy, the family wil
now have to sell their house and move,

A day later I entered in cne of those severe cases of
"Phis country is Iliopeless" blues. A few days k ter and a
little more wiser I realized that these things happen back
home toc, maybe with less frequency, and certainly for
"Better Reasons.”

But then again these pecple don't have muech to kill over.
S0 I suppose losing flace, which was the motive behind our
farmers death, is grounds for murder in rural areas.

What does it all mean? Don't ask me. I don't know.

I asked God. He secmed to think it was an offshoot of
selfishness and concelt, Bubt I'm still not sure what it
meang. Maybe thats why we have so much of it in this stupid
world, " Nobody knows what it means."

Mike Stem
Thai 62
IR
COMIMENMT )
K T RIS E XL VOLUNTRERS AND TSURGENTS

Surin rrovince borders with “‘awbodia. As yo: head
south on Highway 21, the last Amphoe you come to is "ap
Churn., If you keep going on Highway 21l, the paved road
abruptly stops into dense jiungle growth and a dirt path
leads on into Cambedia, At this point a Thai flag and
Cambodian flag stand side by side., Gap Churn district is
no mans land., Within 15 kms of the border one sees abandoned
rice paddies, houses, a dug in border police station,
manned bunkers, soldier camps and armoured personel carriers.

(contt, on next page)
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It is quite a contrast to the normal sights one sees back
in Iuang district. The people here do not smile at foreign
visitors and the closer to the border you get, the fewser
and fewer people you see. At Dan village which is four
kilometers away from the border you can make a left and travel
20 or so odd kilometers to Sangka district. The dirt road
one goes along is surrounded by heavy jungle growth. The
only sign of life 1s the road you are travelling on.

For me, I kept my composure, but it was like being a small
child again who 1s afraid of the dark, the jungle, the
stillness and who and what are unseen but may be watching.
You don't have to know you FMiIL these things.

This trip occured after I was at my site for less than
three wmonths,., Later, a friend of mine who had talked to a
general in the Thal army told him that the new PCV in Surin
had made the trip from Dan village to Sangka district on the
back of a motorecycle along that dirt road. His response
was that the PCV in Surin was crazy to do such a thing and
that he would only fly by helicopter between those two points
of land., ¥e also ssid the army didn't like sending ARVED
personel carriers along that road,

After T heard his answer, T did a lot of thinking and
propose to pub forth the following question.....BR"FORE we
talze that lonely bus ride to our new site, why aren't we
informed about possible hazards such as what I have gone
through without KNOWING any better? We should be sat down
in front of a map and have pointed out to us the places where
it would be best not to go., It may hurt recruiting, it may
scare off a few volunteers, but it would warn volunteers
from sleeping in villages where a few wecks later the Khmer
killed 17 people., I might add that when they attacked Ban
¥ruat in Buriram province, the two other ¥CVs and ryself had
considered going down there. Some of our friends were shot
in bed by Khmer Rouge who numbered over 200, This type of
thing 1s risky business and PCVs shouldn't be anywhere arocund
places like that. Ag. extensions workers, DLD people, and
teachers who visit students homes all should bes given fore-
knowledge about this situation: I know how dangerous motor-
cycles are, but to be on the back of one in an insurgent held
area is dangerous night or day.

The reason for all this is because the border areas,
such in Surin, are operating grounds for all types of diffused
elements: vandits, students who fled to the jungles in 1976,
hard-core Thal communists, Khmer “erei of the o0ld Lon Vol
guard, the Khmer Mouge, rightist Thai guards who assasinate
people who work hand in hand with anti-government forces and
finally the Thali army who maintains vigil along tho border
with the help of the Village Defence volunteers and the border
police. An unknown X appears any time these groups get to-
gether, but usually it ends up in blocdshed. Why should we
be any where around those areas?? I cringed when another
volunteér gave me "advice"..."When you are in = village and
hear guns going off, it's probably the insurgents, pretend
nothing is happening and don't ask any questions.™" This
foolish type of heroism and deveclopment workers like us need
no part of it nor the entry inte dangevrous places,

In conclusion, I want to state that I think that Thailand
is an extremely safe country to live and work in, but there
are some areas Which are almost as bad as my homs in dowantown
Cleveland, Ohioc. There once you know the rules you can play
the game pretty safetly with out running into any trouble,
Here, the rules are a lot different, the gsme is always
changing from one play to the next. I want to keep abreast
of things so I can play it safe. Here, we need some help.

"Nuf'f,

~--Mike Skladay--
Surin
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The ACT meeting for Nov., i, 1978, was called to crder by Chairperson
Bill Rapp at PaC. at 10:00 AuM, Those present were; Linda Dumadi, Donald
Nicholé, Bill Preston, Richard Tinn, William French, Bill Rppm, Scott
pflueger, Dewey Weaver, Roberta Dean, Rudy Miniutti, B4 schrock, Brad
Phillips, Sandy Effert, Pamela Yeaton, Maggie Thiglen, Jim Lytle, Thom
Marallo- :

Minutes from the previous meeting were apnroved as read.

OLD BUSINESS: Bill Rapp menticned that no group letter had been drafted
or given to Ann Morgan concerning the possible changes in the TEFL and
motorcycle policies. Don Hichols motioned that a letter should be drait-
ed concerning the TEFL »rogram. Dewey Weaver seconded it. Motion carried.
Don WNichols voluntered to draft the let“er, any " Pet Tdeas" <hould be
sent to him at Suratanse. Also a letter for the motorcycle prlicy was
suggested, but Bill Rapp felt Ann Morgan knew the Volunteers feelings
well enough and would present it as thus.

Brad Phillips spoke for Towm Owens concerning the travel file, As quoteld
from Brad, Tom says; "The file will be ready soon!® The Photo Contest
was discussed by Dewey ‘Jeaver. AS of now it looks like the AIT Conference
won't be the site for the vhoto contest. No definite details have been
made. Volunteers are gtill asked to send in photos. There will be a
contest.

The sub~committee for elccti~-ns reported on the groups meeting. Chair-
person Don Nichols exnlained the list of 5 alternative amendrment pro-
posals. ACT members voted on one amendment to be used in election pro-
cedures. Dewey Weaver motioned to amend Article IV: Flection of Members,
of the ACT Constitution. It was seconded by Ed. gchrock,., Motion passed.
Tinda Dumag motioned to amend Article IV: Election of Members, of the

AQT Constitution, by inserting alternative amendment number five. (The
new amended article IV will eppear in Sticky Rice.) It was seconded

by Brad Phillips. Hotion wassed. mhe sub committee on elections will
meet to handle the details of the up incoming electiocns. The ACT members
then proceded to amend the ACT Constituticn., The following amendments
were added; Roberta Dean moved to amend Article III: Membership, of the
ACT Constitution. Tt was seconded by BEd Schock. Motion passed. Scott
Pflueger motioned to amend Article TIIL: Membership, of the ACT Crastituticn
by inserting the words, "All elected members of ACT are voting members.®
Tt was seconded by Roberts Dean. HMotion passes. md.3chock motioned to
amend Article IV: Tlecti~n of Members, of the ACT Constitution, by adding
the words, " A permenent election commiitiee comnosed of ACT members will
be established to decids election prodedures, at its discretion.! It

was seconded by Don Nichols. lotion passed. Robersa Dean motioned to
amend Article VI: Officers, of the ACT Constitution by changing the

first sentence to read; “ACT members shall elect officers from within
mambership of ACT and shall also elect a Wewsletbter editor who must

be a DPOV." Tt was seconded bv Thom Marallo. Motion passed. Ed Schock
motioned to amend Article VIII: Amemdments, of the ACT Constitution by
adding the words, ‘lor group representative,” to the existing article.

It was seconde by Pamela Yeatomn. Hotion passed. (The revised ACT
constitution well appear in Sticky Rice)

NTW BUSINESS: Rudy Minuitti stated that several volunteers had sent
Tetfters t0 A. Surat and got tto replies. He was wondering if A. Sural
was getting an assistant. Reply was held off ungil group met with

Carol Worzak. '

STATF SECTION "F ACT MEETTNG- The neeting was omened; to discussicn

With Carol Worzak who was substituting for Ann Morgan. First order of

business was Rudi'!'s gueastion cpncerning an assistant for A.Surat. Is.




ACT HMinutes Continued;

Worzak explained that FC is locking for on assistant. There seems 1o be a

nroblem finding someone wity dopropriate gqualifications. 4L foreigner ney
be brought in. Ms. Worzak also spoke about a former FC Voluntesr Barb Watson,
who was in a ®eriocus accident. She cited this incident to urge all terminating
voluntesrs to be sure and apply for Health Insursnce. There are two ikinds of
policyse One:si& for 1,000 dollars and one for 10,000 dollars. Terminating
volunteers should apyly two months in asdvance., Hs. Worzak also said the new
EC ID cards will have the EC sddress and phone number in Thai and English. 2Also
Ms. Morgans home phone number will be on the card. These cards will be given
to new volunteers., 014 Voluntesrs will be asgked 4o write the numbers in on
their cards. A flier will be sent to all volunieers witn the details., Iis.
Worzek said there will be & combined Sweering in Party, and Christmas party
on Friday December 15, 1878 at Anns house. 411 volunteers are welcomed. Don
Nichols asked Ms. Worzak if there -is a PC policy on site visits. Don said
some voluntesrs were upset that PO Staff visited their sites when fhey weran't
there ang assed alot of perscnal questions about the volunteer. NMs. Worzal
said there is no ¥C.pelicy on site visits and suggested volunteers with
problems sho.ld speak directly with the PC staff member who made the site vials,
Bill Rapy adjorned the meeting at 1:30 Fde The next meeting is scheduled Tor
Saturday Janvary 13, 1978, 9:30 AM at Peace Corps. ALl newly el-cied oCT
members are to be there,

Respectfully submitied,

Sandy Effert Secretary wCi

.

The Bxplorer Club, formed by a group of students from the
International School of Bangkok (ISB) would like to have Peace
Corps Volunteers join them on weskend hikes. BSeveral expeditions
are now in the planning stages. Althougn all trivs emanate from
Bangkol, you needn't necessarily be in or near Bangkok to par-
ticipate. If & trip is planned to a site in vour province,
you could meet the club when it arrives in your district, and
join the expeditiocn.

If you're interested in doing any trekking with the Explorers
or helping to set up s sexpedition to your site, get in touch
with Gregg Smithl.(Pres. of the Explorers) 126 Sci I9 Sukumvit,
Bangkok. 39%-0906.

If vour're in the Bangkok area ad would like to attend the
regular club meetings, they're held Wednesday nights at 7 P.M.
room 208 ISB ( Soi 15 Sukumvit) ( The doors are locked at 7 P.M.
so get there early.)
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Surgeon general of the USA apd the police commissioner of police
Haad Yai South Thailamd released a joint comminigue; "Cigarette
Smoking Can Be Hazardous to PCVs Abrnad.” In an unrelated incident
thet has never occured in America,'Bill Rapn PCV Satul, arrived

at the Hasd Yal train station on his monthly trip to Bangkck and

was greeted at the station by unrestrained pandemonium... Cculd it

be true?... it wasn't... could it be the king... it wasn't....

rumor has it the anti smoking ¥ ague of Pattini planted & bomb under
the top layer of safd in a oublie ashtray... Think about it your
next hit may be the k st hit of your life.



ACT. CORSTITUTLION
U.S8. FEACE CORES THATILND
1979

ARTICIE I: NiME

The nome of the organization shall be the Advisory Gouncil, Thailewd,
hereinafter celled ACT.

ARTICTE II: PURPOSE

The ACT will keep U.S. Peace Corps Volunteers (¥OV'S) and Trainess (¥0Ts)
informed on PG/Thailand staff, FC/Washingiton and other U.S, and Thai
government agency and legislative proposals or decisions which affect
Vs and PCTs.

ACT will publish a newsletter at least once 2 nonth which will be dig~
tributed free to all FOVs and FCTs and EBC/Thailand staff.

oCT will act as a liaison and troubleshooting agency between FCVs, FUTs

and the PC/Tharland administrati-ne PCVs and FOTs with problems affeciing
other BCVs and POTs may bring the problem to the atbenti n of 4CT., PO/ Thailend
gtaff may use ACT. to bring problems to light which FCV and FCT cooperaticn
with stalf might solve.

ARTICIE III MEMBERSHIP:
POVes and POTs elected as members of LilT are herinafiter ealled members., 411
elected members of A0T are vobting members.

The director of P(/Thailand or the directors' representative will be a
non-voting {ex-officio) memberi

ARTICLE IV: ELECTION OF LEMBERS

Ten members will be elected by region, five memhers elected at-large.

The members of ACT will determine the distriects and their cconsituents prioxr
40 ezch election so as to keep the membership as representative of ¥0Vs
and POTe in-country =s possible.

Elections will be held annuelly. L4 candidate moy run no matter when his
Close of Service date (C0S) is, Upon terminstion, the OV or ECT loses
his membership. No special election will be held to replace that nember,

Eleotion will also be held by btraining groups. Bach training group will
elect two (2) members per group to serve until the nexit annual electicie
These representatives will serve for a minimm of two (2) meetingse 1T

this is not possible the two (2) representatives from the group will serve
another year on the cowleil., At this time they will end their service os

a reprepentative for thelr group.

iny PCV or FCT may run for membership in 4CT7. Candidates may announce their
candidacy themselves., A&CT will inform all PCVs and FCTs of the upcoming
election through its newsletier, at least a month before the dezdline for
noninaticns. The sxact dote of the election will be determined by the aCR
gt its first meeting of every calendar year.

A permanent election commibiee will be established composed of 4ACT nembers
wnich will meet to decide election prodedures at their discretion.
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ACT CCHSTITUTION CONTINUED

ARTICEE Vi MEETINGS
AGH sbhall meet at least four times every yecr, at a place to be debermined

hy ACT .

Subject to approval of the PC/Thailend director, all elected 4CT members
or their proxies will receive round trip trovel expenses from their work
site to the meeting site, plus one day's per diem. Since the only avail-
able funding is form Feace Corps; 40T is dependent on EQ for such exe
penses. This should NOT imply censorship euthority on the part of the
Peace Corps. This also does not preclude the possibility of 40T obtaining
such funds from obther legitimate sources, such as sale of advertising in
the newsletter,

11 PCVs and PFCTs, staff members and fhei goverament representatives are
welcome to attend all meetings. Execubive sessions are diametrically
opoosed to the purposes of 40T, and ghall not be held, If the officers
of ~O0T wish to meet for official business, their meeting will be open Ho
all who can attend a regular ACT meeting, and voting members will be ale
lowed to vote on any issues raised at such a meebing.

ARTICLE VIi: OFPFICERS

ACT members shall eleet officers fron within menbership of 40T and shall
also elect o newsletter editor who must be a POV, The compositicn of
officers mey be varied at the discretion of the membership, and posts
may be combined, or added, or deleted by majority vote of the &lT,

ARTICLE VIT: NEFSLETIER

The newsletter shall be published once a nonth and distributed free to
all ¥CVs and PGTB, and PG/Thailand staff. It will also be availeble 4o
anyone else requesting a copy. L4n exchangs between other FC countries
and Thailand Volunteer organizations with a newslebtter shall be storited.

THENE SH4LL BE NO CENSORSHIP OF THE HENSIETIBR. 41) contents will be

at the discretion of the editor. The editor will be answerable to the
40T only. The editor shall adhere to the lows of the Kingdom of Thailand
as pertains to publicationg.

ARUTCIE VITT: AMENDMENTS

This constitution may be amended by 2/3 vote of the 4CT. Constituents

who wish to propose an amendment may do so in Writing through either their
district representative, or any at large member, or group representative,
or the constituent may propose the amendment at any regular ACT meeting,

Submitted 4 November 1978 Ly
Biil Rapp, Ghairman Volunteer
Organization., Amended and
approved in the above form

4 November 1978 by Volumtesr
Organization membership,

SILE~ alT secretary
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NEW SQURCE OF SUPPORT

As was printed in the last issue of Sticky Rice, there
are several projects now is the working invclving project
money available through the Peace Corps. Below, is the
second of three projects that will be covered in Sticky Rice.,

PINEAPPLE EXTENSION DEVELO MENT W OJECT
FOR LOW INCOME FARMERS

I+ Proposal

Promoting farmers in Changwat Chaivaphum of the Northeast,
with an average annuidl income, of ap roximately 8,000 bakt,
in:cooperation with the US Peace Corps and Accelerated Rural
Development (ARD) office, to increase this income by 1,800kt
from only 0.25 Rai the first year, and in from 2 to 5 years,
almost double their income from only 2 Rai of pinearples.

IT. Farmers Invclved

First year involving 8 farmers, wi th an annual average
income of less than 10,000t in the Target area and inereasing
this amount each scason having at the end of 5 scascns a
total of at bmast 248 farmers. BEach farmer will increase
his income by approximately 1,800 %t from the initial 0.25
Rai to aporoximately 28,800 8t from I Rai at the end of &
Seagons.

ITI. Basic Project

Peace Corps will furnish 9,000 Bt to start a Pincapple
Bank, to purchase 10,000 Pineapple shoots, enough to plant
2 Rai of Pinnespple. These will be divided between 8 farmers
each receiving 1750 shoots, enough to plant 0,25 Rai of
Pineapple. This the farmer will take care of himself with
the help and supervision of the ARD office in conjunction
with the Peace Corps Volunteer, He, the farmer must supply
the fertilizer, insseticides, herbicides, growth accelerator,
and labor, amounting to a cast investment of ap roximately
200 &t {(devending on current mwices). In return each
participating farmer must return %o the Pineapple Bank,
after the first season 1lnly 2 pineapple shoots to be dis-
tributed to new farmers for the next season. He himself
keeping the crowns of the fruit =n d planting them to ex-
pand his own field the next season to at least one~half Rai,
and eventually expéndibgy,and rotating his field, as after
the third season the initial plants must be nloughed up and
started over again, to whatever size he feels he can handle,
aporoximately 2 to lj Rai in this area. Along with selliing
the fruit the farmer can either use his extra shoots, in the
sessoni to come, or sell them to other farmers vroducing
still another small income from this ploti

IV. _Procedure .

A+ Selecting areas where soil is suftable for planging
and selecting potential farmers in the Target area and
familiarize them wi th the project.

B. Send farmers to training seminar snonso red by Khonkaen
Lablae Food Products Ldt. in Khon Kaen.

C. PFarmers seleciing mnd preparing plots of hnd for
planting o as to have ready when shoots arrive from Khon Kaen.
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D. Must be dene sc as to get shoots planted by no later
than the end of September as that is close to the end of
the rainy season.
B, Frequent mectings and follow through with each sbep
of production with the farmers at the test plots.
F. B8Signing of contracts with Khon Kaen Lablas Focd Products
Ldt. guaranteeing 0.80 Bt ner kg. for fruit, thus assuring
them off a market for frult meeting the canneries standards
of 110 to 115 NM.}M. in length.

Ve Location

The areas for planting pineapple must be located in a
belt that has already been tested, running through Chaijyaphum,
Five villages located in this belt, that are now being
considered are
These are also located approximately 100 kilometers from
the cannery in Khon Kaen and are all areas with a need for
such a project,

VI. Income and Gains Produced
Figures supporting gdns on 5 season basis. ( Detailed
information available in PC Office, Ajasn Surat)

VIIL. Capnital Outlay
Canital Outlay for one Rai of Pineapple. (Detailsad
information available in PC office, Ajaan Surat}

VIII. Summary
From these figures we can conclude this project could
very well benefit the farmers in this area. We are working
with the support and cooveration of the cannery, ARD, Peace
Corns, and the farmer, all working close together to help
the number one supsorter of Thailand THE FARMER, increase
his income 30 he caa better help himself and draw a closer
relationship between Gor ernment, Peacs Corps, and the
farmer.
James A, Ilanson

( THE FULL TYPEWRITYEN REORT IS AVAILABLE AT PEACE CORPS)
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BETTER DOMES AND CGARDBNS CONTINUED

CIIORDP FACTORS

Dome math is not difficult, even a blockhead can he a
domehead. All you need tc know is how 0 add, subtract,
multiply, and ¢ivicde. That plus the ability tec think things
through and use ycur common scnse. A1l the werk has been
done for yru and summarized as follows;

HOW IT WORKS:

The central angles are the basis for all the cther
figures. Think «f the dome struts as curved areas dérewn
on the surface of a sphere. The central angle of a strut is
the angle between the ends of the are and the ccunter of
the sohere., The central angles are ﬁr“\‘ﬁny
not of direct use toc mest Adcme 2 s 1:
builders, they are included here o ;ﬁ;YGIL é\)
7 ChOv
Centrel T
Brale,

further calculaticns from given

incase youw want to check or make
figures.

The_chord facteors arc the figures of interest in building
a come., They are calculated frem the central angle s by this
formula: Chord factor= 2 sin (central angle)

2

The impcrtant pert being that if veu have a table of
chord factors for a rarticular dere (which hes been incluced
here), you can ecalculate strut lengths for any sire Ceme viru
like. Thercefore use this fermula: .

STRUT LJGTI = RADIUS x CHOND PFLCYCR

The result will %e in feet if vyeur racdius was in feet,
meters if ycur radius was in meters, an® sc on. IFf 7ou want
tc knrw the size of the largest dome you can build with a
certain length of material,,the chord factors can tell you
that toc.

RADIUS = STRUT LENGTHI * CHORD F4CTOR

Axial angles are useful in hub design, They are the

angles the strut ends make with the center of the sphere.

They (A.A.) are fcrmed Ly this formula: AJA. = ( tBO-g%ETBal)ie

%xlal Angmasi Face Angles are the angles you

should find at the tivs «f jrour
skin »nanels. Rather than cluttur
the diagrams by labeling cvery
angle, each angle is chly given
once. Since the triangle is
symmetrical you can easily fing
the cother jlaces it belongs by
turning and flipping the trianglei
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BETTZR DOIZIS AND GARLENS COWTINUED
CiiCRD F45CTORS
Dihecdral angles are the mgles boetween triangls s. They are

useful if you plan to bevel your skin vanels or use beveled
struts.

Caleulating the dihedral angles
and face angles requires fairly .
elahorate trioncmetry. The D) Fiediaid By

measurenent from models for these
angles hrve been included in the
diagrams,

The Icosahedren is net the only solid frem which (rmes
may be cerived. The Tetrahedron can alsc be mgec. In Ffzck
any irregular network cf lines that can be drawn «n a sophere
can be meed to design a fome.,

The Octa based breakdowns have the advantage of easy
genvaraticn into hemisphewres Wi thout the need to cut my members.
This is in all frequencies and beth alternate and trisecn
breakdowns., Octa alternate hreakdowns have the adcitirnal
advantare of being easy to attech to crcinary structures, like
the sicde ~f a building or housec.

To make a complete sphere frim an icosa
breakdewn, jou have tc repeat the hasic
triangle 20 times. For an octa-based
breakdown, yeu repeat the basic triangle
onl; 8 times., You will find that in
orcer to get an equally smoeth anpear- :
ance, with an Octa breskdown, you will ¥
have tc use a higher frequency. E};

] -
ilE DASIC TRIANGLE: ICOSAISDRON _ ji% ! NS\

|

i
f

—

N

1 frequency s 2 freguency - 3 frequenecy i frequency

Freguency is ncthing more than the number of times that the
ecge of the Icosa-Triangle is “ivicded; The higher the fregucucy
the more regular cr smocth surfaced the sphere 1si

TIE ITUB
—

The hub is the soint at which the strut rembers arc
jeined tegrether. Deme hubs are of 2 types. Rigicd hubs, which
always maintain a fixed angle. It's eagy te put a dome up
wiith them, because the half comileted structure helds its
shape due to the rigidity of the hub ( like a big tinker toy
set)., Also, the mgle established by the hubs helps you to
make sure that the struts are going into the correct Jcsitions.,
However, ycu have tc be careful nct to strain a rigid hub,
With the full leverare of a strut werking apainst it, it is
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TiHE IUB

easy To break scmething. Alsc rigid hubs are very time
consuming to assemble., Flexible hubs, cn the cther hand,
cannct be broken by any mishandling. They will accept any
angle yeu sheve them into withcut protest. INowever, their
flexi»ility mem s that any strut structure »ut vy wi th them
requires added support cr assistance until it is finished or
self suojerting. Also using flexible hubs means that the cdome
is not like a tinker-tcy cet and ruquires longer time to

assemble. V. /ﬂ
; N
Y7 -y
. o v/ —<
Rigicd hub- Pentagons and \ o Tt )
Iexapens must==F /= il
be assembls d, ST N {1
AN #

&4 ke o
Designs for Rigld hubs are rather limited sc¢ only cn
¢l agram has been included here. With my cdome experience
I find that flexible hubs are mcre easy te work with, that
seem stronger anc which there are more numerous degigns
for them, in short they are less cf a headache.

Ilere are designs and ideas fer a few flexible hubs,

‘fbﬁlf I. Smashed pipe ends werk nicely

e e
-

. Py Al

Proe. o

and¢ after pre-ccnstructicn

( »re~-cutting, smashing, and
- drilling) assembly is very easy.
Plyweed hubs can be used as an
inexnensive means c¢f assembly.
They are felxible in horizental
motion but not in vertical; sco
care must Lie taken as nct to

801it a strut end. Alsc you
might want to cdoubls 2 hubs cf

3/8 inch thiek bec~use in Thailm <
3/ inch »lyweoed is unavailable,
You certainly weuldn't want the
deme to fall down cn yrur frioncs
heac. ( Nete: »lywood weathers
eagily so ycu should aéd some

type of srctective ceating.)

Struts connected to a 2ipe saecticn
by steel stri»s affeords maximum
strength fer a hub. The steecl
strips are srebent and tc thriuch
the pipe section and are fas-
tened on the tcy and Lottem of
the strut. For connecting “enta=
gons use a pine secctirn slightly
smaller in diameter than these

of the hexagens. This will be
the methrd that will be used rn
the Petchabcon Dome.
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There are of ccurse varictions to these 3 basgie flexible
hubs. Just remember the hub must be strcong, streng encugh
for the weight of the struts »lus extra weight= chillren lcve
to elimb on domes. If you can think of an idea for scme tyoe
of Lambeo hub I'd be intorcsted tc heap yeur iden,

I have excluded infecrmaticn here on covering, waters
procfing, windows, vents ete, hecause this is infermeticn used
on deme homes. There is not much chm ce of building a dome
heme in Thailand. Ilowever, there are many uses for Ccmom other
than hcmes. Demes can he usec for shede houses cr lathhouses
for plants cr even for People. A smell dcme by a wond for a
rest area is quite a pleasant site, A dome fer a stcerage
area. An Octa-alternate dorme can be slaced aleng sice a
building for this pur.cse.

Drmes are chesp an® easy to build. 411 yoeur struts are
lying in the nearby bamboo »atch., The bhoot thing teo <o is
start with models, using paper cut-cuts, tape or Hlastic
gcda straws, and oins. I huilt a 120 em. scale nmocel cf the
deme I hepe to build in Petehaboon. My greatest nleasure
from it was when I was done. I set it cut for 21l to see.
The facial exoressicn of "what is it!" to the "switched cn
light bulb" that comes after uncerstanding was shencmisl.

Well, best cf luck in your endeavers for deming., If I
can be of anmy hels just drop me a card. "Choke- coel.

E%gg%e%QBrnwn

Petchabo~n Terchers Ccllepe

Special Note: On Technicalities
With a little hel) from my friends,
The Dome Duilders Mandbook edited by John Prenis
{ 4 compendium of exveriences by 19 dcenors)

Note from Carol:

As many of you know, Barbara Watson was involved in a serious automobile
accident in mid-October. She was in critical condition at Phyathai Hospital
for five weeks with multiple, complicated injuries. Although we were
becoming more hopeful for her chances of recovery, the injuries proved

to be much too severe. Barbara died very suddenly on November 19,

I know that those of you who knew Barb share our sense of sadness for her

and ber family. It was'a very touching testimony to Barb that so many

people were concerned about her during her iliness~—-calling on the tele-
phone frequently, wanting to know when she would be premitted visitors, asking
if there was anything they could do. She made a lot of close friends AWONE
her co-workers and patients because of her personal and professional

caring for them, and she will remain in their memories for many years.

Barb's family naturally wanted her body to be brought home as soon as
possible so we did not have a ceremony for her here. Since so many other
people were killed or seriously injured in the accident, we also decided
against a memorial service because of the added pain it might bring to
all the families. If any of you would like to express your sympathies to
Barbara's family I'm sure it would mean a great deal if you shared your
thoughts and feelings with them in a letter. Her closest relatives are
her brother and sister-in-law, and you can reach them at this address:

Mr. & Mrs. Duane Watson
7418 S.E. Woodward
Portland, Oregon 97206.
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DISTRICT AGRICULTURAL FATIRS

st# Below is a letter PCV George Marek sent to Ambassador Frantz B. Howltz.
The letter concerns the development of Agricultural Fairs. Perhaps other
Ag.Extension Volunteers will be able to use this material also.

Ambassador Frantz B. Howitg
Embasay of Denmark

10 30i Atacanpasit

Sathon Tai Road

Bangikok

Dear Mr. Ambassador,

T read with interest the article in yesterday's Bangkok Post about your
Raindrop Froject in Sakon Nakorn Province. I am a U.S. Peace Corps volunbtaer
engaged in similar activities in neighboring Napkorn Panom Province, Your
Raindrép Project sounds like an exciting venture with great potential,

There is one activity that I am promoting here in Nakorn Panom: that may or
may not be a part of your »rogram already. I am proposing to start annual
District Agricultural Fpirs in several of the Amphur of Nakorn Panou.

These Fairs will probably be scheduled to occur during the dry season, after
the harvest and before nlanting the next year's rice crop.

I propose that if your Ranidrop Project has not already done so, promoting
annual Agriculfural Fairs in Sakon Nakorn Province would have a dramatic,
lasting imnact on the apricultural community there.

In America we have a long tradition of holding Agricultural Fairs in
many of cur farming communities. The tredition is very old in Awmerics,
but the Tisr had been an institution in Burope centuries before the
American settlement.

The Agricultural Fair has long been recognized as valuable in promoting
agricultural extension, building community awareness and local morale,
and boosting the local eccnony.

A Distrdct Agricultural Fair might include the following features:
1. Agricultural extension demonstirations and exhibits.
2., Home econonics projects and exhibits.
3, Irrigation models and instruction.
L, Tivestock judging and awards.,
5. Handicraft exhibits and awards,
6. Torestry and fisheries prombhion.
7, &Students at local schools could be invited to display
science nrojects or agricultural projects.

8. Tootball tournament, games, entertainment and fun.

A weeklong Fair could begin with a parade comprised of marchers and
dancers from the various villages in the District. ZIvening enter-
tainment could be provided in the form of traditional music, dencing,
and theater. The TFair could end with a fireworks display on the final
night.

Tn Nakorn Panom I have identified the Community Development Denariment
as the local group hest eguipped to organize such a Fair. You may fiad
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Agricultmral Fairs Continued;

the same to be the case in Sakon Nakorn. With the Community Develovnment
Departmentts yearly activities centered around the Fair, their worl may
be made more effective., They could expect to reach a larger audience.

I recommend the following procedure for Agricultural Fair centered
community development.
[»ﬁPLANNING JPREPARATION. . APERFCRMANCE....... CELEBRATION
¥ 4
A FOLLOW= WP - e e
(every yeafx
The PLANNING phase should include deciding what the next Fair is to
feature, dividing the tasks amongst all the worker, and assigning worirz-s
to carry out the preparations in the various villages of the District.

PREPARATICNS include set-up of the Fairgrounds, but must begin much
earlier with extension officers taking the Fair Plam to the villages and
helping the villagers preyare their projects for participation in the ¥air,

With proper planning and rrevarations. PIRFORMANCE is easy. Even on a
very small scale the Tair will be a success. I attended one such Fair

in Chachoengsao Province last April, The Fair was small but well attended
and guite successful,

The Community Development Workers must FOLLOW~UP their Fair by helping
the farmers implement the ideas and technology they gained at the Fair.
The D Workers must also meet to discugs the good points and shortcomings
of the last fair before plianning the next one.

This process should reneat itself every year. & minor failure any one
year is no excuse for not holding the Fair the following year. Leadershiw
capable of instilling a spirit of enthusisem is necessary for any such
endeavor, but I believe that the Fair will foster enthusiasm on its own
amongst the people who »articinate in it.

I believe that short of improvement in the people's living conditions
resulting from implementation cf better agricultural practices, the
Fair will inocrease community awvareness, and not the least- FUN.

I submit the idea for your consideration, Mr. Ambassador. I believe
that it is a good one and not overly difficult to implement.

I would be very happy %to hear what you thing of the idea.

You have my best wishes for the success of your Raindrop Project. If
I can be of any service, nlease let me know. Peace

Sincerely yours,

George Marek
. 0. Box 19
Amphur Muang
Nakorn Panon
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